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We are officially over halfway through the academic calendar, and I am very
proud of what we have accomplished as a district.

We received last year's MAP and EOC results, and, as a district, Nixa scored in
the top 7% in the state in all areas, with many areas in the top 1% and 2%. This is
a great compliment to our teachers and staff for their hard work and to our
families for supporting learning at home. These incredible results showcase the
talent that Nixa students have and the bright futures each and every one of
them can achieve.

When you look at these results and compare them to the districts who scored
at or above us who are of comparable size to Nixa, they spend a lot more per
student than Nixa to achieve their results. And, since Nixa spends around
$2,000 less than the state average per-student, we are achieving these results
in a very cost-effective manner. We want our students to have the best
education possible, and we want to be wise with the community’s money when
we accomplish this.

I am encouraged by the additional mental health supports we have put in place
for our students this year through the hiring of social workers and the
implementation of Sources of Strength at our secondary schools. We hope to
bring you more information on these resources through video and news
articles, so watch for those updates so you can see what we are doing to make
sure our students have what they need so they can learn when they are at
school.

If you have been around our district, you have seen the various projects we are
working on to plan for the expansion of our community. The new Aetos Center
for the Performing Arts is dominating the skyline at the high school, and in a
little over a year will be bringing in productions for the community in addition
to the high school theatre productions.

We are also looking at our 10-year plan to make sure we are expanding our
buildings and programs in a way that prepares us for the future so we can
handle the thousands of new students who will come to Nixa over the next
several years, all while keeping us at one high school.

I hope you have a great 2022 and thank you for your continued support of our
students.
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TOP 
7% OR 
HIGHER IN
 THE STATE 
OF MISSOURI

Nixa Public Schools
Continues its History of
Educational Success

      
           ixa Public Schools has a rich history of academic excellence. The 2020-21
school year was no different. Nixa Public Schools received last year's Missouri
Assessment Program (MAP) and End-of-Course assessments (EOC) standardized
testing results. The results showed that Nixa scored in the top 7 percent or higher
in the state of Missouri in all areas. The testing categories included English
language arts (ELA), math, science, and social studies. 

The MAP and EOC standardized tests are taken across the entire state of Missouri
each year. The MAP and EOC test are important benchmarks, “to let students,
teachers, parents know how well our students are performing on the state tests,
which gives a snapshot into the level of learning that is taking place according to
the state standards that we are supposed to be teaching,” said Clay Hanna,
executive director of secondary education. 

“Nixa has a long tradition of doing well on state tests, but for 2021 we performed
the best overall that we have ever performed when comparing our scores to the
rest of the state,” said Hanna. The MAP and EOC tests occurred during Covid-19
where staff, teachers, and students had to navigate through together. 

Special recognition to Nixa High School which had all of its areas of standardized
testing placed in the top 10 in the state of Missouri. Another accomplishment was
two areas place in the top 1 percent in the state of Missouri: 7th grade math and
Biology I.

“Our district is known for its quality of education and overall support of students
and families.  When our test scores reflect the hard work and effort that was put
into schools, it is validation.  Validation that we are doing the right things and
willing to not settle for average” said Josh Chastain, executive director of
curriculum, instruction, & assessment.

Nixa Public Schools will continue to ride the momentum of these results into the
second semester. "The MAP and EOC scores are a great compliment to our staff
and teachers for their hard work. Showcasing the talent that Nixa students have
and the bright futures each student has in front of them"  said Dr. Gearl Loden,
superintendent. 

2020-21 MAP & EOC RESULTS
By Michael Slamb 

N
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NIXA HIGH SCHOOL
TEST SCORES ALL

RANKED IN THE 
TOP 10 IN THE

STATE OF
MISSOURI

SUBJECTS THAT SCORED IN TOP
3% OR HIGHER IN THE STATE

NIXA STATE OF MISSOURI

RANKINGS ON MAP & EOC 
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                                         it’s a crisp, fall evening. The fog begins rolling onto the field as the setting sun 
peeks through the clouds. The crowd settles into a low hush as the band begins to make their way onto 
the football field. With every step synchronized, every breath held, the drum major silently welcomes 
the crowd on top of the podium, grabbing the audience's attention. With a few swift strokes to begin the 
tempo, the stadium fills with a burst of energy as 250 instruments begin their performance.

Nixa Crimson Corps performing at The Bands of America Grand Nationals Championships at 
Lucas Oil Speedway in Indianapolis on November 11th, 2021. 
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NIXA CRIMSON CORPS take on

The band works hard for months on end running through and performing their
shows to perfection.  “We suffer through the hot summer rehearsals, early
morning practice, and everything in between, and it’s magical to be able to see
the work we put in with all of those hours come together to form our show,”
stated Ella Burrows, color guard, on the work it takes to perform at the next
level.  

This year's show– Kaleido: A Scope of Glass and Light– was no exception. “The
students are told that the only band they should ever think about beating is our
own past performance. That is the only one we can control. And I believe
overall we achieved that goal. We got better each week,” added Burrows. 

Craig Finger, Nixa Public School’s band director, has had the privilege of watching this
scene for 25 years here at Nixa. “Band was the one area that I plugged into that kept me
engaged in school. All students need a place to plug into and I am pleased that we can offer
one of such high quality,” stated Finger. 

Drum major Dallin Attwooll, a senior, also credits the people around him that eventually
led him to the drum major position. “I am very grateful for the great leaders and mentors
that I had in all my years of the band program because they are the ones that gave me
confidence in myself as a future leader,” stated Attwooll. 

The show featured reflections, bursts of color, and even various songs that all played into the concept
of abstract art coming together. As Finger points out, “Kaliedo means beautiful form and scope is a
blank canvas. If you think of what marching bands do, we make beautiful forms on a blank canvas.” 

Craig Finger and his son, Lucas

Students enjoying their time during
band camp, summer of 2021

Drum Major Dallin Attowooll conducting the
band during a Friday night football game.

This is the life of a performing marching band student here at Nixa Public Schools.

By Morgan Ralls
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Nixa Crimson Corps had the privilege of taking their show to the national stage. In November of 2021, Nixa competed with
100 other bands in The Bands of America Grand Nationals Championships at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis. The three-
day long event featured bands from across the country, all of which took a few years to bring together. “We decided to go in
the fall of 2018,” Finger recalls. In order to get a good feel of what nationals would look like, Finger and the rest of the band
performed in northern Iowa for a regional competition in 2019. “The kids didn’t know this was the purpose, but the whole
purpose was to branch out and do longer travel and do a dome 
performance that we weren’t used to doing,” stated Finger. That fall during the 
band banquet, they announced the trip that was scheduled in 2020 but later 
postponed to November of 2021. 

The Nixa Crimson Corps performed their show in the 1.8 million 
square foot stadium on Thursday, November 11. Competing in the second
largest class, Nixa placed 10th in that class and 46th overall, reaching
Finger's goal of placing in the top 50 in the nation.

Finger recalls the memory with excitement: “Obviously seeing my band 
step on that field at a national level was pretty awesome, especially after 
the long process of getting there.” 

The band earned a “I” for their performance, the highest rating for their overall performance a band could receive. Don’t be
fooled, though, Finger believes that the real reason the band performs at their level is due to the hardworking years before
them.  “I’m a big believer of steady progress. It’s not just the 2020 graduates that helped us get there, 
it’s the 1997 graduates that helped us get there,” stated Finger.

Photos by
Chuck Neely

Section of the band smiles for the camera
before performing in Indianapolis. 

Percussionist group together in
St. Louis after performing 

Color Guard member 
Ella Burrows performing
during a football game

“The band bonded and grew so much with that trip and I really enjoyed everything about it.” Attwooll
recalls his memory of the trip with joy and gratitude. “The directing team, staff, and boosters really helped
to make an enjoyable experience.” 

Burrow and her color guard team created a whole other memory of
their own: “My favorite memory was probably the collaborative
effort with all of my guard roommates to wash out the obscene
amount of hair gel stuck to our heads after the performance.” 

Whether it be on or off the field, the Nixa Crimson Corps members
find themselves creating new memories and friendships that will
last years to come.  As Finger puts it, “my hope is that the students
enjoy being around each other because they share the common
denominator of being excellent musicians.” 
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PUTTING THEPUTTING THE
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CRIMSON CORP EARNS DISTRICT HONORS
  Twenty Nixa High School band students were selected to 

    participate in the 2021-2022 South Central District Honor 
  and Concert Bands. Ten honor band students and four

concert band students were qualified to 
audition for state honors. 

KELSEY GIFFORD’S WINS
CIA ART CONTEST

NIXA HIGH
SCHOOL ARCHERY
PLACES 2ND AT
REPUBLIC
TOURNAMENT
Nixa High School Archery  
placed 2nd overall in the
tournament in November
of 2021. Allen McNeal
also placed 3rd overall in
the individual boys high
school category.

Kelsey Gifford was the winner of the 
Central Investment Advisors Holiday 
Card Design Contest. Kelsey’s card 
was printed and mailed to over 
1,500 clients in the surrounding area. 
In addition, the card was sent digitally 
to almost 20,000 people.
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Nixa High School choir had 34 students make the South Central
District Honor Choir. Three of the students scored in the top six in
their voice part in the entire South-Central District and were
named to the Missouri All-State Choir: senior Dalton Wilson,
senior Macy Kopp, and junior Charles Speake. Select members of
the choir program also participated in the Missouri State Choral
Invitational. There, senior Darby Allen received an Honorable
Mention. Additionally, Allen and Speake received honorable
mentions in the regional National Association of Teachers of
Singing competition. 

NIXA CHOIR- MISSOURI INVITATIONAL RESULTS

At the FFA Area 11 Speaking Contest, Nixa's
FFA chapter had five public speakers and a
Rituals Team compete. The contest consisted
of 23 schools from the surrounding region. The
Rituals Team had seven members and placed
2nd. 

FFA STUDENTS ADVANCED 
TO DISTRICTS

                                          JROTC's robotic team       
                                               competed in its first 
                                                   robotics competition of 
                                                   the season in November  
                                               of 2021. Out of the thirty- 
                                              two competing teams,      
                                              both Nixa robotic teams
finished in the top ten.  One team finished as a
semi-finalist and the other received the Build
Award.

JROTC ROBOTICS

Mathews Elementary collected the most coats in the Christian
County Optimist Club's 2021 Coats for the Kids Project.
Mathews was awarded the traveling plaque for collecting the
most coats of any location with 227 coats. 

MATHEWS COLLECTED THE MOST COATS

Nixa Community Foundation awarded $7,280 of
grants to Nixa Public Schools. The grants will help
support student success.

NIXA SCHOOLS RECEIVES GRANTS FROM
THE NIXA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
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LINDA DAUGHERTY RECOGNIZED
Linda Daugherty was recognized at the Missouri

School Boards Association conference for her
service as president of the organization. 

NIXA JUNIOR HIGH HONOR BAND
Junior High District Bands was held in November of 2021. There were two
bands, one for 7th grade students and one for 8th grade students. In order
to participate, students had to be nominated by their teachers and selected
for the bands by a lottery process. Nixa students and students from other
area schools spent the day practicing and gave a concert that evening to
showcase their hard work. 

JTSD EAGLE 
EYE CAMERA CLUB
JTSD’s Eagle Eye Camera Club had
an exhibit at the Springfield
Conservation Nature Center during
December and January. The exhibit
included photographs by current and
past club members.
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Junior High Social
Studies Teacher

 

If you had the attention of the world for 30 whole seconds,
what would your message be? 
We are all in this together, so let's start working together!

with

Rachel ClaunchRachel Claunch
How long have you been teaching?  
I have been teaching for eight years.

How long have you been with Nixa Public Schools?  
I have been with Nixa Public Schools for seven years. 

What made you decide to teach social studies?  
I decided to teach social studies because I felt it was the
forgotten subject of the core subjects. To many people, it’s
only about old dead people, but, to me, it’s about the human
experience. I am on this earth, and so are so many other
people. I cannot possibly live all the lives in my short time,
but by looking to the past, I can experience the beauty, the
tragedy, and the transformation of humankind which
causes growth. 

What makes Nixa Schools a great place to teach?  
What makes Nixa a good place to teach happens to be my
amazingly talented, intelligent, and gifted colleagues that I get
the honor to work with.  

What’s your favorite thing to do when you’re not teaching? 
Going on adventures with my two daughters and my husband.
No matter where one lives, and I have lived on both coasts,
there is always an adventure to be found!

What’s your favorite thing about teaching? 
My favorite thing about teaching is when my
students make connections and find relevance in
my subject. It’s a hard battle to win them over, but
it’s great to see when I do, if even for a moment.
What really gets me out of bed is the idea, these
students are the future. If I really get them to learn
from the past, how could they create the present
and future of dreams? 

In your opinion, why is being a teacher so
important? 
Being a teacher is so important for many reasons.
From the academic side, I feel that anyone can take
in information, but teachers are so important
because they figure out how to take this
information, break it apart, and then rearrange it so
it makes sense and it has meaning. Teachers also
provide a safe place for students not only to learn
but to grow into who they are becoming. 

In your years of teaching, what is one memory you will
cherish forever?  
I have a student who is about to graduate and one of the
memories I will cherish forever is actually not just one
moment, but many. Even though he went to high school, for
two years he would stop by weekly and we would catch up
and talk about school, movies, etc.  It meant a lot that he gave
up his time to come and see me. 

By Morgan Ralls

"The new year brings such
wonderful possibilities. " 

- Rachel Claunch

QQ
&

AA

What have your own students taught you? 
They have taught me so much. They have taught me it’s
important to laugh, they have taught me that what I do
matters, and they have taught me that there is hope.
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     ucky members of the community received a special
visit from traveling gingerbread people. Espy’s
kindergarten class used gingerbread cookies to
connect with and learn about community members
and the roles they play in the community. Students
baked and decorated their own gingerbread cookies,
only to return to school and find them missing. Every
day they read books on the different community
members their cookies had visited. Students kept
track of where their cookies had been in journals. 

They also used the journals to speculate as to where
their gingerbread people would go next. 

Their gingerbread people visited many people including
zookeepers, firefighters, and police officers. Mila Silvers,
kindergarten student, said, “I liked the day when the
zookeeper came, and we saw all the animals. And when
the firefighters came, I learned they carry lots of stuff."
By using traveling gingerbread men, students were able
to learn the value every member of a community has. 
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They were also able to explore different
careers and learn about them in a positive
way. Caitlynn Dillard, kindergarten
teacher, said, “Students were able to learn
about the roles of different members in
our community, and in turn, they were
able to learn how they can be a valuable
member of a community."

WINTER 2022 NIXA PUBLIC SCHOOLSNIXA PUBLIC SCHOOLSNIXA PUBLIC SCHOOLSEAGLE EXPRESS | WINTER 2022NIXA PUBLIC SCHOOLS PAGE 13EAGLE EXPRESS | WINTER 2022



The 2021-2022 Nixa High School Theatre season began with
the final performance on the Nixa High School stage with
“Singin’ in the Rain.” Nixa Theatre has performed for
audiences on the stage for twenty years. Before the final
bows, Allison Fleetwood, Nixa Theatre Department head,
wanted to make sure alumni had their final chance to visit the
theatre one last time before the theatre's renovation into the
band room started.

“  When we knew this would be our last production in the
theatre, I knew we had to find a way to connect with as many
alumni as possible. The NHS Theatre Department is a special
place for so many people, and I wanted all alumni to know how
special they still are to the program. I connected with Ashlyn
Elliott, theatre alumnus, to brainstorm ideas on how to create
a meaningful alumni event and she took it from there,” stated
Fleetwood.

Elliott began to reach out to find other alumni. “I did my best
to be a line of communication between the theatre
department, booster club, and all attendees. With alumni now
both on and off social media, there wasn't one way to
communicate with everyone. Getting the word out and
organizing the schedule of events was my biggest priority. I
was really excited by the eagerness from not only alumni but
parents of past and current students to be a part of the event.
With the help from the NHS theatre community, we were able
to have a tour of the beloved current space, a reception after
the final performance, opportunities to reconnect with fellow
alumni, and refreshments for both events. I'm really grateful
for the passionate alumni that helped to get everyone
together. We had close to 60 former students, representing
20 years worth of classes... I'm still in awe,”  stated Elliott.

At the beginning of the event, the current theatre department
staff showed alumni the plans for the new theatre spaces.
Including an opportunity to learn more about Nixa Theatre
Department's new home at the ÆTOS Center for Performing
Arts. The old theatre is currently being renovated to become
the home of the Nixa Crimson Corps. The Nixa Theatre
Department will be getting a new classroom that will also act
as a box theatre. Allowing for future students to have the
ability to perform in front of a 1,100 seat auditorium or in a
smaller venue in the box theatre.

N I X A  T H E A T R E
A L U M N I  E V E N T

By Michael Slamb 

Photo by 
Libbey Lea

The alumni event turned into an opportunity to celebrate
the past, present, and future of Nixa Theatre. Included in
the sixty guests were the former Nixa Theatre teachers
Kayla Beatty and Bill Townsend. 

“It was incredibly special to stand on our stage with the
past and present theatre teachers! I student taught with
Kayla Beatty and Bill Townsend in 2006. I then was lucky
enough to be hired in 2008 to fill Kayla Beatty's position.
This team of past and present teachers are the most
supportive, creative, and encouraging people,” stated
Fleetwood.
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Blake Richter, a Nixa Theatre alumni, reflected on what it means to work
once again with Nixa Theatre. “It is impossible to state the value of the
opportunities the Nixa community provided me at a young age, so I feel it is
my duty to give back to the city that made me who I am today. The Nixa High
School Theatre Program had a huge part in making me who I am today, so to
be able to teach today's students some of the life skills I learned from this
department over a decade ago is absolutely priceless,” stated Richter, who
teachers choir at Nixa Junior High and is the theatre vocal director. 

The alumni then were led on a final walkthrough of the theatre. During the
tour of the theatre, backstage, and classroom, alumni exchanged stories of
past performances and memories created onstage. “I loved hearing all of the
alumni share their memories during their final walk-through of the space! I
loved seeing the theatre through their eyes. I can walk through this theatre
and remember each show and set, but it is the memories of laughing on
stage with a cast of kids during rehearsal, seeing my daughters running up
and down the aisles waiting until I was done blocking a scene, or sitting with
a student after rehearsal who is struggling that are my strongest memories.
It is about the people. In The ÆTOS, it will still be about the people,”
Fleetwood said. 

After the morning alumni event, It was time to celebrate the current
students of Nixa Theatre for their final performance of Singin’ in the Rain
later that night. Once the final bows took place amid a standing ovation. The
reality slipped in for theatre alumni that the stage they called home had its
final performance. Afterward, alumni greeted and complimented the
current Nixa Theatre students on their performance.

Alumni met with the current theatre kids after their amazing performance
of Singin' in the Rain to congratulate them. After a few minutes photos began,
which then concluded with a large group photo. In the picture below you can
see the past and present of Nixa Theatre all piled in for a group photo after
the show. 

“Nixa Theatre is special to me because of the community within the theatre
department and the community in which it was created. This community has
a passion for challenging students to grow into the best version of
themselves. Nixa Theatre strives to do that each day and much of that
success comes from the community celebrating and recognizing these
artists for their work,” stated Lakyn Wools, Nixa Theatre teacher.

Photos by 
Michael Slamb
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Century Elementary’s third-grade
students celebrated Missouri by learning
about the state's beautiful and rich
history. Leading up to the celebration,
students were able to dive into
Missouri’s history, learning about
everything from the pioneer days to the
Civil War and the Missouri Compromise.
With their newfound knowledge,
students created costumes for the
celebration. Students and teachers alike
dressed as Native Americans, pioneers,
and famous Missourians. Andrew Moss,
third-grade student, dressed up as a
Native American saying, “I dressed up as
a Native American because we had been
learning about them. My mom borrowed
a loincloth that my uncle had from Boy
Scouts.” On November 23, students
arrived at Century Elementary dressed in
bonnets, overalls, feathers, and ties.
Everyone was excited to participate in
Missouri History Day. The day was filled
with Missouri-themed activities.
Students played jacks and marbles, as
well as a computer game based on the
Oregon Trail. Teachers served
“johnnycakes” and corn muffins as a
snack. 

M I S S O U
R
I

By Libbey Lea 
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Traditionally johnnycakes were made of cornmeal batter and
were cooked over a fire in an iron skillet, though teachers
opted for pancakes in these modern times. Students also
learned how to make butter by shaking whipping cream in
jars. They then used it as a topping for their johnnycakes and
muffins. 

Sarah Ernst, a third-grade teacher, said the idea for this
lesson came from her mother, “My mom, Sherry Zerbe, had
previously taught fourth grade at Century during her career.
At that time the standards relating to Missouri history were
taught at that grade level. She and her fellow teachers held a
similar culminating event to celebrate their learning.” 

Learning about Missouri’s history is important to students
because they are Missouri citizens and need to have a basic
understanding of the past. Cindy Enlow, third grade teacher,
said, “It’s important to know the history of how and why we
got here."

Students understood the importance of the lesson and were
eager to learn about Missouri’s history. Student Harper Roth
said, “I think it’s important because it’s our state and we
need to know a little more about our country. Kids need to
know why Missouri became a state and that’s important.”

“It’s important to know the history“It’s important to know the history“It’s important to know the history
of how and why we got here."of how and why we got here."of how and why we got here."   
- Cindy Enlow, 3rd grade teacher- Cindy Enlow, 3rd grade teacher- Cindy Enlow, 3rd grade teacher
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NIXA'S EARLYNIXA'S EARLY
 Nixa Early Childhood provides preschool services for 3 and 4-year-olds who reside in the Nixa School District.  Our classes
provide an age-appropriate curriculum, taught by certified teachers, as you would find in any elementary school.  We strive

to implement best practices when it comes to early childhood education.  
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CHILDHOODCHILDHOOD

QUESTIONS? CALL (417) 724-6300  or 
VISIT NIXAEARLYCHILDHOOD.NET
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If you had the attention of the world for 30
whole seconds, what would your message be?

Live each day as if it were your last. Be kind!

QQAA&& with C U S T O D I A N

Abbi Aguirre
How long have you been with Nixa Schools?
I have been with Sodexo for a little over 5 years.

 What led you to this position?
I started at a state school in Florida working

with at risk students as this is the population
that I have worked with since I was 17 years
old. At that school, I was the Plant Operator.

It was something that I was passionate
about, so I continued my career here.

What has been one of your favorite
memories working here at Nixa Schools? 
The camaraderie that comes with working at Nixa
Schools and being an Eagle. It is rewarding to see
the students excel.

What is the best piece of advice do you have
to offer?
Developing a good work ethic is the key to success.

Best piece of advice
you have received?
To believe in yourself

and that no task is
beneath you.

What makes this job so rewarding?
Always feeling supported from the
administration and staff. Also, building rapport
with the students of Nixa High School and
watching them shine. 

In the years of being here at Nixa Schools,
what is one memory you will cherish forever?
I am not sure with this one.  Every day brings
something new and something memorable. It is a
pleasure and a reward to work for such amazing
people and an outstanding  school. 

What have you learned from the
students you have interacted with? 

That even a simple hello or asking
them how they day is going can 

make a big impact for them.

How important is it to build strong 
relationships with students? 

It is very important to build relationships with students, 
because I am who they see everyday and that may not 

be something that they have at their homes. 

By Morgan Ralls

Photos by 
Morgan Ralls
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HIGHLIGHTSHIGHLIGHTS
AROUND THE DISTRICTAROUND THE DISTRICT
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