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2017-18 FALL SPORTS HIGHLIGHTS

NIXA TENNIS will contend to win the Central Ozark 
Conference title. 

NIXA'S SOCCER TEAM will defend 
its District championship from a year ago 
in October.

NIXA'S SOFTBALL TEAM will seek its fi rst District championship since 2010 in October.
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A 
reoccurring and resounding 
storyline for the linebackers in 
Nixa’s defensive huddle is that 

they know a great deal about surprise, if 
not shock.

Logan Ayers certainly never could have 
expected the tun of events a year ago that 
sidelined him for half of his junior season, 
which could have been much more grim. The 

third-year starting linebacker wasn’t able to suit 
up for fi ve games due to internal bleeding.

Just after the stroke of midnight on the day 
of what would be a 31-26 Eagles home win 
over Republic, Ayers’ health suddenly failed 
him.

“I woke up to go to the bathroom and then I 
passed out,” Ayers said. “My parents heard me 
fall, got me up and we rode to the hospital. 
It was hard just getting up the steps to the 
hospital and I was shocked to be there."

Ayers suffered from a rare pediatric 
blood disorder.

"I had to have a blood transfusion because 
I didn’t have enough blood in my system.”

Ayers’ subsequent absence at school 
caused quite a stir among his coaches and 
teammates, as they made fi nal preparations 
for the game with Republic.

“I had him in class for the fi rst hour of the 
day and noticed he wasn’t there,” Nixa coach 
Rich Rehagen said. “I asked where he was 
and nobody knew. I made a call or two and 
fi nally found out what was going on.”

“You usually don’t have someone who 
has started for 

Pat Dailey/Headliner News
Nixa linebacker Logan Ayers closes in on 
a tackle versus Springfi eld Kickapoo.

Pat Dailey third-year starting linebacker wasn’t able to suit "I had to have a blood transfusion because 

for linebacker Ayers

‘Crazy
 comeback’
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a year and half just not show up 
for school on a game day,” senior 
linebacker Trent McFall said. “We 
were trying to figure out what had 
happened to him. When we found 
out about his internal bleeding, it 
was more about, ‘Is he going to be all 
right?’"

Doctors were surprised to learn 
Ayers had been strong enough to play 
football in the weeks and days leading 
up to his arrival in the emergency 
room.

“I thought I actually had been 
performing pretty well our first few 
games,” Ayers said.

Doctors were also surprised by the 
timing of the disorder that caused his 
blood count to be so low. 

“It’s something they said I should 
have had when I was 2 years old and 
that it happens to only two percent of 
2-year-olds,” Ayers said. “Once they 
got it figured out, they got it fixed and 
it’s been a fairly simple recovery." Nixa linebacker Logan Ayers, right, receives congrats from Trent McFall after a tackle.

Pat Dailey/Headliner News
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Ayers was able to return and play in 
Nixa's final two 2018 games against 
Carl Junction and Willard, but he wasn’t 
quite back to his old self. He’d lost 
significant weight and muscle mass.

Since the 2018 season ended, Ayers 
made up for the lost weight and then 
some. The 6-foot-3 middle linebacker 
now tips the scales at 216 pounds.

“My comeback has been crazy,” Ayers 
said. “I’ve put on 36 pounds.”

“When he came back for Week 9, I 
don’t know how much weight he had 
lost,” McFall said. "But he’s gained it all 
back plus some. He had a great off-sea-
son lifting hard. He’s prepared himself. 
Look for him to have a really good year.”

McFall is fresh from what was a 
breakout junior season in his first 
go-around at outside linebacker. 
The former defensive end took so well 
to his new surroundings that he earned 
a selection to the All-Central Ozark 
Conference third team.

McFall exceeded expectations. He 
wasn’t moved to linebacker until two 

weeks before last season’s opening kick-
off.

“He was a defensive end his sopho-
more year and our JV defensive player of 
the year,” Rehagen said. “We had a need 
at outside ‘backer and he had the body 
type for it. He kind of had to learn as he 
went. I thought by the middle of the year 
last year he looked a lot more comfort-
able. I look for him to keep taking steps 
and be a leader for us.”

“Coach thought I was too small for 
defensive end and told me I would 
probably get moved to linebacker,” McFall 
said. “It’s worked out pretty good. At 
inside linebacker, I didn’t know what I was 
doing at all. But at outside linebacker, it’s 
kind of like you’re playing at defensive 
end, only four steps back.”

Nick Nielsen, another returning starting 
senior linebacker, was a cornerback 
during his formative years. He was moved 
to linebacker as a freshman.

The Eagles’ second line of defense 
also welcomes back senior Noah Gibson, 
who started two games last season.

The foursome has developed a strong 
bond.

“We’ve known each other for quite 
some time and are good friends,” 
Nielsen said. “We play for each other 
out on the field.” 

“It’s easy when you trust everyone 
you’re playing with,” McFall said.

Expectations are high for the four 
linebackers.

“They’re an experienced group,” Reha-
gen said. “They learned a lot last year. 
They’ll be the leaders on our defense 
and hopefully they fly around and have 
a lot of fun. At our camps, they’ve 
looked like players with experience and 
have looked like they’re having fun.”

The linebackers plan to lead in the 
same manner as former Eagles they 
learned from.

“We had good leaders in front of us, 
guys like Ozzie Garcia and Layne Jen-
nings, Ben Lambtom and Logan Tyler,” 
McFall said. “We just have to follow 
their example."

Pat Dailey/Headliner News
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Nixa football coach Rich Rehagen reports 
he couldn’t have asked much more out 
of his players in regard to their prepara-

tion for this season.
“I have liked the way they have worked 

from the off-season to our very fi rst day of 
practice,” Rehagen said. “Their attitude has 
been good the whole way. When we had off-
season weightlifting, camps and practices, 
the kids really have tried to do what they 
have to do. 

““Our guys are working hard. I like the way 
they’re working.”

Nixa’s defense is aiming to cut down on 
the 296 points, or an average of 29.6 points 
a game, the Eagles allowed last season. 

In contrast, Nixa gave up an average of 
26.1 points a night in 2016 and the Eagles 
yielded an average of 23 points a game in 
2015.

“It was a lot,” Rehagen said of the points 
last year’s defense allowed. “It was very 
uncharacteristic for us to give up those kind 
of numbers. We want to play better on that 
side of the ball.

“I feel that there is motivation out of those 
kids.

Nixa has a strong linebacking corps to 
count on. The group includes Logan Ayers, 
Nick Nielsen, Trent McFall and Noah Gibson.

“The linebackers are an experienced 
group,” Rehagen said. “They’ve brushed of 
the rust and kept going. They’re way ahead 
of where they were last year.”

The secondary is made up of Jared 
Spence, Caleb Pierce, Kolyn Eli, Carter Rohr, 
Elliott Rule and Sean Sample.

“Sean started a few games last year and 
Elliott started a game last year,” Rehagen 
said. “Otherwise, it’s a new group.”

The defensive line consists of Taylor 
Cheek, DeSean Downs, Trey Loden, Eli 
Caufi eld, Nathan Perryman, Landon Ritter, 
Sam Daby, Sam Koban, Sam Krause and 
Kendall Smith.

Cheek is their leader.
“They’re all competing for jobs,” Rehagen 

said. “For Taylor, the game has almost slowed 
down for him after last year. He was thinking 
last year and trying to pick up the position. 
This year, he’s way ahead of where he was. 

The rest of that group is inexperienced and is 
coming along.”

Perryman and Ritter are returning starters 
as guards

“They were motivated in our off-season 
and got a lot stronger,” Rehagen said. 

Hunter Crabtree has taken over at 
quarterback.

“He’s taken on a leadership role,” Rehagen 
said. “That’s part of the job. He’s doing a nice 
job throwing the ball and getting us in and 
out of the huddle. He’s doing the things a 
quarterback needs to do.”

The backfi eld also includes Sean Sample, 
Nixa’s top returning rusher and receiver.

“Sean is a proven player for us,” Rehagen 
said.

Nixa’s receivers are nearly all news. At 
6-foot-5, Ayers offers Crabtree a big target 
at tight end.

“I see him having a bigger role in out 
offense,” Rehagen said. “He has a lot of 
upside.

Lucas Rohman, Elliott Rule, Braydon 
Leggett and Brendan Lovekamp are 
wideouts.

“They have the opportunity this year,” 
Rehagen said. “Lucas played some last year. 
But the majority of them are inexperienced. 
They are learning what they are doing.”

Hard-working Eagles 
not lacking motivation

Tyler Thompson | The Headliner-News 
Nixa’s Elliot Rule records a tackle in the 
Eagles’ season-opener at Carthage.
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Soccer background
shaped

Sean Sample’s
football future
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 As Sean Sample and Nixa’s 

football players left Eagle 
Stadium at the end of a recent 
practice to make way for the 
Eagles’ soccer players, Sample 
couldn’t help but reminisce.

After all, he had teammates 
coming and going.

“Playing club soccer growing up, 
I was part of a state championship 
team,” Sample said. “That was 
exciting. Those guys are some of 
my friends and I’ve grown up play-
ing with them. I’d love to see them 
succeed and hope they want me 
to succeed. But football is where I 
need to be now.”

All sentiments aside, Sample’s 
path to the gridiron can be traced, 
in part, to his soccer back-
ground. Nixa’s coaches hope the 
soccer background can carry him 
further in football.

The senior standout appears 
on the verge of contributing as 
much as some of the program’s 
most celebrated stars and in his 
estimation, soccer has helped him 
reach that level.

With Sample well aware that he 
could see time at running back, 
safety and punter this season, his 
preparation for such a workload 
included reuniting with his soccer 
teammates.    

“I played soccer in the offseason 
to be able to play (football) as well 
as I can,” he said. “It helped me get 
in shape. Soccer has helped with 
my success on the football fi eld. 
It has defi nitely helped my kicking 
and my footwork when I'm running 
with the ball.”

Sample’s body of work as a 
junior has given him a rare distinc-
tion this pre-season as his team’s 
top returning rusher and leading 
returning receiver. He totaled 982 
yards rushing and eight touch-
downs a year ago, while hauling 
in 13 receptions for 258 yards 
and four more scores.

That might turn out to be only 
a sample-size of what he’ll do this 
season. 

“He’ll be on the fi eld a lot,” Nixa 

coach Rich Rehagen said, noting 
Sample’s added duties at safety. 
“He did a lot for us last year and 
I’m excited to have him one more 
year. I hope he has a great year.”

Fittingly, Sample will try to 
mold his play into some sort 
of combination of former Nixa 
greats Logan Tyler, Alec Murphy 
and Sam Rehagen. Those were 
the three Eagles he admired most 
as a wide-eyed youngster.

“I looked up to Logan with 
him being a kicker and doing a 
lot of other stuff,” Sample said. 
“I get compared to him all the 
time. When I was younger, people 
would tell me they wanted me 
to be similar to him. I watched as 
he went on to Mississippi State 
and watched Sam as an all-state 
safety. He was exciting to watch. 
I want to follow in their footsteps 
and be on the all-state board with 
them. Hopefully, it works out.”

Sample was a sophomore wide 
receiver and caught passes from 
Tyler two years ago.

“Logan was a good one for him 
to look up to,” Rich Rehagen said. 
“I know he learned a lot from him."

Sample is eagerly looking 
forward to starting on offenwse 
and defense, after getting a taste 
of it late last season.

“I’m excited about it,” he said. 
“I like to compete and be out on 
the fi eld all the time. I played on 
both sides of the ball for a couple 
games last year. It gets tiring, but 
trying to make plays for your team 
is part of the game.

“I love trying to do as much as 
I can. I want to leave it all on the 
fi eld.”

Of course, Sample’s responsi-
bilities as a senior will also include 
being a voice in both the offensive 
and defensive huddles.

“I look forward to being a 
leader,” he said. “This is what I’ve 
dreamed of all the way coming 
up through high school. I’ve done 
my best to be a role model in the 
past, but as an underclassmen 
you can’t really be an actual 
leader. Now that I am a senior, 
I’m excited to see how I can help 
lead the team.”

With seniors and returning 

starters leading the defense, 
Sample is optimistic the Eagles 
can cut into their average of 
29.6 points a game allowed 
last season. 

“Last year, we gave up a lot 
of points. But this year I think 

we can do something 
about that,” Sample said. “Our 
linebacking corps is experi-
enced and good. I’ve got some 
experience at safety. Some of 
our guys up front are stepping 
up. I’ve seen a big difference 
in them."

RON CLEEK

• Criminal Cases
 Municipal, State and Federal cases

• Personal Injury
• Family Law
• Collections

Let a 23 year former prosecutor help you 

SERIOUS LEGAL HELP
 FOR SERIOUS PROBLEMS

51
25

93
s
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Led by the trio of Hunter 
Daniels, Tyler Stoneberger 
and Ethan Pellegren, 

Nixa’s soccer team has a 
chance to make history this 
season. The Eagles are well 
aware of the opportunity await-
ing them.

“We’ve never put two District 
championships together,” said 
Evan Palmer, the only coach 
the program has known since 
its inception in 1995. “That’s 
something the guys have talked 
about. They are motivated.”

Nixa captured the Class 4 Dis-
trict 10 title a year ago by downing 
Ozark 2-0 in the fi nal. The Eagles 
went on to drop a 2-1 decision to 
Kickapoo at Sectionals.

Palmer said his players have 
their sights set on putting another 
playoff run together. 

“The kids are upset we lost at 

Sectionals. They want to rectify 
that,” he said. “But we have a lot of 
soccer to play between now and 
then. Our District is tough. Every 
team is good and has a legitimate 
shot at winning it. It will take a 
great effort to win the District title. 
We have our work cut out for us.”

Nixa has a nucleus to build 
around in Daniels, Stoneberger 
and Pellegren.

Daniels, a forward, posted 17 
goals and 15 assists on his way 
to All-Central Ozark Conference 
and All-State honors last season. 
Stoneberger, a defender, and 
Pellegren, a midfi elder, were also 
named All-COC.

With the Eagles having lost 
eight seniors to graduation from 
last season’s team, Daniels, 
Stoneberger and Pellegren will be 
leaders this year.

“Up top, we have Hunter and 
Ethan and Nathan Hirsch,” Palmer 
said. “Hunter has such great 
vision going to the goal. He can 
feel when the pressure is coming 

Pat Dailey/Headliner News
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and fi nd the player. He can also 
take it himself. We’re looking 
for more goals out of him. If he 
can get more goals and similar 
assists to what he had last year, 
we’ll be tough to beat.

“Tyler was the rock of our 
defense last year. We’ll need him 
be that this year again.”

Palmer said a variety of 
upperclassmen and underclass-
men will also play key roles.

“In the back, we also have 
Kyle Hirsch, Cooper Hines 
and Brandon Fox,” he said. “In 
the midfi eld, we have Tanner 
Palmer, Jake Burton, Carson 
Beitz, Josh Stoneberger.”

Sophomore Nick Reid has 

secured the goalkeeping job.
“We have an experienced 

goalkeeper,” Palmer said. “Nick 
got some experience last year 
as a freshman. We’re looking 
for great things from him and 
our defense.”

Palmer adds Nixa will 
receive a boost with the 
addition of Andreas Luiga, 
a foreign exchange student 
from Sweden. Luiga arrived 
late to practices this summer 
and will suit up for the Eagles 
upon meeting the minimum 14 
practices as required by the 
Missouri State High Schools 
Activities Association.

“We’re looking for big 

things from him,” Palmer said. 
“Andreas will miss four games. 
He plays for a club team in 
Sweden, where soccer is 
very big. He’ll be a wing or in 
the center. Once we get him 
eligible, he’ll be fun to watch.”

With an eye on his under-
classmen, Palmer anticipates 
Nixa will make great strides 
over the course of the season.

“Our depth is young and 
we’ll have a youth movement 
early on,” he said. “Hopefully, 
the minutes early will translate 
into them getting better. As 
the season goes along, we’re 
going to get better and better. 
I think by the end of the year 

we’ll be a pretty good team.”
He adds he sees winning 

characteristics in his players.
“We know we can do it. You 

just have to go out and do it,” 
Palmer said. “You have to put 
in the work every day. They’re 
doing a good job of that. They 
understand that it’s going 
to take hard work and that 
when people aren’t watching 
in practice, that’s when the 
real hard work has to happen. 
Hopefully, that translates onto 
the game fi eld.

“They all work hard and 
keep each other accountable. 
You have that combination 
and it leads to success.”

Pat Dailey/Headliner News



10 - N the Zone • 2018 Fall Sports Magazine

Talking soccer with Tyler
Q&A wtih

Tyler Stoneberger, Nixa soccer player 

Where were you born?
I was born in Cottonwood, Arizona. I was in the eighth grade when we moved to 

Nixa. I’ve lived in six difference places. I also lived in Republic, Las Vegas, the St. 
George area in Utah and by Denver. This is my favorite place I’ve lived. 

When I fi rst moved here, I thought it was a pretty big school. We moved here in 
the summer and I didn’t know anybody. When junior high soccer started, I picked up 
some friends. 

What is your favorite type of music?
I like to listen to it all. 

Do you have a job and if so where?
I work at the Party Station. Basically, we set up infl atables for parties. It’s a summer 
job. I like it. We go all over the place.

Who are your best friends?
Hunter Daniels, Ethan Pellegren and Nathan Hirsch, who are on the 

(soccer) team and Carter Rohr, who plays football.

What is life as a defender like?
I like defending. It’s easily what I’m best at. I’m better 

defending than scoring. 

Who is a Nixa athlete you admired?
Kevin King. We got along good. I looked up to 

him. He was midfi elder. We had classes together 
and got along well. We keep in touch. 

What is you favorite social media?
I Snapchat and Instagram a lot. I don’t have

Facebook. 

What kind of car do you drive and what 
do you hope to drive in the future?

I have a Ford Escape. My dream car would be 
a really nice Toyota truck, maybe a Tacoma.

What are your favorite movies?
I liked the new “Avengers: (Infi nity War)” 

movie.

Where did you and our family go on a 
recent vacation?

We went back to Arizona to see family this 
year That’s where most of my family still lives. 
We like to go back and see them.

What are your career aspirations?
I want to do something in criminal justice, 

maybe like the FBI. I’ve always been interested 
in that. Some of my favorite TV shows are cop 

shows. I plan on going to MiSU and major in 
criminal justice. After college, I think I might go into 

the military just to fi gure myself out a little more. I’ll go 
to either the Navy or the Air Force.
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Q & A with
Payton Ward, Nixa senior fi rst baseman

What city were you born in?
I was born in McPherson, Kansas. It’s a small town, an everybody-knows-everybody kind of place. I was 6 

years old and in fi rst grade when we moved to Nixa. I was excited to move here. I was really into McDon-
ald’s when I was little. But there were no McDonald’s in McPherson or anywhere near us. So, when we 
moved here I thought it was so cool that they had one on about every block.

What is your favorite TV show?
“The Offi ce.” Me and my Mom sit down and watch it just about any night we can. It’s a bonding 

thing we have. We’ll watch it on Netfl ix sometimes and binge by watching a whole season in one day. 
Dwight (played by Rainn Wilson) is my favorite.

What is your type of music?
Growing up, I was handed music down from both of my parents. My Mom was into old school 

hip-hop and my Dad was into classic rock. So, I have a wide variety of music I like. I’ll listen to 
anything. Tupac (Shakur) is my favorite rapper. I’m into old-school hip-hop. But I’m not picky. 

What’s your favorite social media?
I use Snapchat everyday. I’m friends with all the girls on the team. We send Snapchats back 

and forth about all kinds of stuff. I also do Instagram for my friends. I do Facebook for family 
because my parents and family don’t know how to do Instagram.

What is something about you that your
friends don’t know about you?

Not a lot of people know I like to read. I play myself off as a not-serous, 
goofy person. Every time I pull out a book, my friends get so confused. But I 
actually like learning and reading.  

What are your career aspirations?
I’ve been thinking of being a travel nurse. I want to get my B.S. in 

Nursing and travel around to different hospitals. I’ve always liked 
helping people and want to see the world. So, I think that is my 
best career path.

How long have you been
playing softball?

Since I was 3 years old. I was into sports when I was little 
since there wasn’t much to do. My family is all into sports 
and I was thrown into it at a young age. I went to my fi rst 
wrestling tournament when I was 2 weeks old. I took 
a liking to softball, I think, because of the whole team 
bonding thing. The team is like a big family during the 
season. We’re all super close. I also like the idea of 
getting dirty out on the fi eld.

What bat do you use?
I use a Louisville Xeno. I was into DeMarini. But I 

broke my fi rst DeMarini and couldn’t go back. I’ve 
broken two Xenos completely in half. I was leery 
about going back to them. But I did anyway. I 
like the sound of the bat. It’s louder than the 
DeMarini.

Past or present, who is a Nixa athlete 
you have admired?

I looked up to Riley Bennett. She was 
always so ready to go on the fi eld and is 
very athletic. She’s always laughing and 
having a good time. That’s what I want to be, 
too. I want to have a good time, but still be 
competitive. She found that balance.

What has been your softball 
highlightto this point?

When we got our new fence (The Green 
Monster in right fi eld), I hit one out against 
Kickapoo. That was a big moment for me.
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What’s your favorite social media?
I use Snapchat everyday. I’m friends with all the girls on the team. We send Snapchats back 

and forth about all kinds of stuff. I also do Instagram for my friends. I do Facebook for family 
because my parents and family don’t know how to do Instagram.

What is something about you that your
friends don’t know about you?

Not a lot of people know I like to read. I play myself off as a not-serous, 
goofy person. Every time I pull out a book, my friends get so confused. But I 
actually like learning and reading.  

What are your career aspirations?
I’ve been thinking of being a travel nurse. I want to get my B.S. in 

Nursing and travel around to different hospitals. I’ve always liked 
helping people and want to see the world. So, I think that is my 
best career path.

How long have you been
playing softball?

Since I was 3 years old. I was into sports when I was little 
since there wasn’t much to do. My family is all into sports 
and I was thrown into it at a young age. I went to my fi rst 
wrestling tournament when I was 2 weeks old. I took 
a liking to softball, I think, because of the whole team 
bonding thing. The team is like a big family during the 
season. We’re all super close. I also like the idea of 
getting dirty out on the fi eld.

What bat do you use?
I use a Louisville Xeno. I was into DeMarini. But I 

broke my fi rst DeMarini and couldn’t go back. I’ve 
broken two Xenos completely in half. I was leery 
about going back to them. But I did anyway. I 
like the sound of the bat. It’s louder than the 
DeMarini.

Past or present, who is a Nixa athlete 
you have admired?

I looked up to Riley Bennett. She was 
always so ready to go on the fi eld and is 
very athletic. She’s always laughing and 
having a good time. That’s what I want to be, 
too. I want to have a good time, but still be 
competitive. She found that balance.

What has been your softball 
highlightto this point?

When we got our new fence (The Green 
Monster in right fi eld), I hit one out against 
Kickapoo. That was a big moment for me.

Q & A with

Around the park with Payton Ward
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From the doctor’s
offi ce to the diamond,
Nixa’s key returners 
bounce back

Pat Dailey
Headliner News

patd@ccheadliner.com

Morgan Jones and Drue 
Lawrence couldn’t avoid 
injuries this year but were 

able to steer clear of surgeries in 
their efforts to make the most of 
their senior season.

Jones, in her fourth go-around as 
a starter for Nixa, has dealt with a 
fractured bone in her left foot that 
has been a reoccurring injury for a 
year. Lawrence, in her third year as a 
starter, suffered a partially torn ulnar 
collateral ligament in her right elbow 
while competing in the javelin last 
spring.

Lawrence underwent an 
experimental procedure, rather than 
Tommy John surgery that would 
have not allowed her to return this 
season.

“We did a PCP treatment in which 
blood was taken out of my (left) 
elbow and put in a centrifuge and 
my doctor injected it into the torn 
ligament in my right elbow.” Law-
rence said of what amounted to a 
$1,200 shot. “Since it is experimen-
tal, insurance did not cover it. But my 
doctor has had good success rate 
with it, so we wanted to try it. It has 
worked perfectly.”

Upon returning to school, Law-

rence didn’t have much to tell her 
classmates in regard to what she did 
over the summer.

“I had to rehab and wear a brace 
all summer,” she said. “I couldn’t 
throw or put any stress on it at 
all because that would stop the 
process of it healing

“I’m used to going every week-
end of the summer to softball 
tournaments. I didn’t get to do any 
of that. It was a lot of sitting around 
and being bored. I’m ready to get 
back into it and am excited to play 
my senior season.”

Jones, a pitcher who has com-
mitted to play at Missouri Valley 
College, was able to play over the 
summer. But she opted to sit out the 
Lady Eagles’ fi rst week of practices 
to give her left foot rest.

“After I broke my foot last summer, 
it bugged me last fall and this 
summer,” said Jones, an All-Central 
Ozark Conference selection last year 
while hitting .490 with nine home 
runs and 38 RBIs. “So, I decided to 
take a break. For the future, it was 
my best option. I want to be well this 
season for our big, important games.”

Jones, who suffered her injury 
by landing on a rock while pitching, 
won’t be surprised if her foot still 
proves to be bothersome at times.

“If I land funny, I’ll tweak it a little 
bit,” she said. “But I’ll work through it.”

417-725-8800
HWY 160 & CC • Behind John Deere

1815 N. COMMERCE DR. • www.frenchdavis.com
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for Nixa’s three-time
state qualifi er
for Nixa’s three-time
Firehouse Hill waits

Rance Burger
Headliner News

ranceb@ccheadliner.com

Runner Blake Procell aspires 
to be an accountant. He likes 
numbers. Procell can count on 

an extreme challenge waiting for 
him at the end of the cross country 
season.

Firehouse Hill.
It chews through champions and 

destroys dreams. The hope-killing 
incline on the state championship 
race course at Oak Hills Golf 
Course in Jefferson City takes on 

all challengers without feeling or 
emotion. Firehouse Hill wins far 
more often than it is conquered.

“Firehouse Hill is a killer for a lot 
of people,” Procell said. “I haven’t 
figured it out yet, but hopefully this 
is the year.”

Firehouse Hill is waiting for 
Procell after the three-time state 
qualifier finished a disappointing 
83rd place at the state champion-
ship meet in 2017.

“I didn’t have the best race that 
year, but I took away that I’ve got 
one year left. I’ve just got to push 
to get there. I’ve gotten there three 
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years now. It’s one last year 
to mentally prepare myself 
and give it all, because it’s 
the last year I’ve got,” Procell 
said.

Procell counts the miles 
and watches his times 
throughout the cross country 
and track and field sea-
sons. He admits he may be 
obsessive about crunching 
the numbers from his results. 
He calculates his runs with a 
special goal in mind. Procell 
wants to cover 5 kilometers, 
or 3.1 miles, in less than 16 
minutes. He’ll look to do it by 
Nixa’s district meet, which the 
Eagles will host on the fields 
and woods surrounding Inman 
Intermediate School.

“I wasn’t able to hit it last 
year, but this year I want to 
be able to break 16 (min-
utes). It’s a goal I have had 
for a long time,” Procell said.

In May, Procell celebrated 
breaking a school track and 
field record by running the 
800 meters in 1:55.88 at 
the Class 5 state champion-
ship meet. He carried the 
momentum from track season 
into June, July and organized 
cross country workouts in 
August.

“Blake is a leader by 

example, so when he gets out 
in front, it kind of motivates 
the other young kids to say, 
‘Okay, that’s where I want to 
be,’” Nixa cross country coach 
Lance Brumley said.

Nixa had three state quali-
fiers in 2017: Procell, now-
graduated Ryan Meadows 
and now-junior Eros Sustaita.

Sustaita was one of the 
fastest sophomores in 
Missouri, and now aims to 
be one of the state’s fastest 
juniors. He finished in 41st 
place at the state championship 
race in 2017. The Eagles also 
bring back William Kershaw, 
a sectional qualifi er in his fi rst 
season of cross country.

“It’s a very young team. It’s a 
team full of men that I know 
that can push themselves 
that are hard-working people. 
I wouldn’t be surprised if 
we made a run and made 
something special happen 
in conference, districts and 
maybe sectionals, so you never 
know,” Procell said.

Brumley thought Nixa might 
qualify through districts and 
sectionals and send a full team 
to the state meet in 2017, but 
the Eagles did not fi nish well 
enough at the sectional race in 
Camdenton for that to happen.

“It was a tough day in terms 
of goals for that season, We 
had really hoped to qualify for 
state (as a team) and got as 
close as we have in my tenure, 
and didn’t quite make it. The 
good thing is there were a lot 
of young kids that saw that 
and saw the work it took to get 
there,” Brumley said.

Brumley is excited to bring 
back Procell as one of Nixa’s 
leaders.

“Blake is a three-time state 
qualifi er now. Being a three-
time state qualifi er gives him 
the confi dence and the experi-
ence. He knows what the meet 
looks like, and we’re hoping for 
an all-state push from him this 
year,” Brumley said.

When he’s not adding miles 
and watching the race clock, 
Procell will continue to shine as 
a scholar of accounting.

“It’s not the most popular 
subject, but I like accounting. I 
like the numbers,” Procell said.

Procell aims to run as a col-
lege athlete. He’s keeping his 
options open.

“I’ve been taking a lot of 
accounting classes since 
sophomore year. It’s something 
I’m passionate about, so I’m 
looking around for places 
where I can start off and after 
my running career I can branch 
off of that and start my actual 
career,” Procell said.

He has some business to 
fi nish on Firehouse Hill fi rst.
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Lady 
Eagles
hope to
challenge for 
conference 
title

Pat Dailey
Headliner News

patd@ccheadliner.com

N ixa's tennis team features big 
numbers, including a 13-player 

senior class. The Lady Eagles' 
42-player roster is expected to be 
among the biggest, if not the biggest, 
in the Central Ozark Conference.

The large numbers of players has 
been part of a recent trend, coach 
Brock Blansit reports.

"We've had one of the bigger 
teams I see every year the last seven 
or eight years," he said. 
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"The girls seem to enjoy it. The come out 
and come back again the next year."

The Lady Eagles' top six players include 
two returnees in No. 1 singles player 
Jennifer Hardy and No. 2 singles player 
Catherine Everett.

"They both play a lot in the off-season 
and continue to get better," Blansit said.

Hardy and Edwards will make up Nixa's 
No. 1 doubles team for the first time.

"Catherine is good at the net and 
Jennifer is good at the baseline, so they 
make a good team," Blansit said.

The rest of Nixa's lineup includes No. 3 
player Morgan Mann, No. 4 player Megan 
Brassard, No. 5 player Olivia Stoneman 
and No. 6 player Landrey Miller.

Blansit is hoping the Lady Eagles can 
challenge for the Central Ozark Confer-
ence championship against the likes of 
defending champion Ozark, Republic and 
Branson.

"I think we can be right there with those 
three," Blansit said.
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Pat Dailey
Headliner News

patd@ccheadliner.com

I lya Balyuk has set his 
sights on improving 
upon his breakout 

freshman season of a 
year ago.

Balyuk qualifi ed for State 
individually in the 100 
backstroke and was part of 
Nixa’s 200 freestyle relay 
and 400 freestyle relay that 
both made it to State. The 
200 freestyle relay was 
eighth and the 400 freestyle 
relay was 10th.

“It’s a new season. I’m 
ready to do even better 
than I did last year,” Balyuk 
said while looking ahead to 
his sophomore campaign. 
“I need to push myself to 
improve my times and get 
higher up on the leader-
board. It’s going to take 
some training. I’ll get it done.”

To that end, Balyuk is 
thankful the Eagles practice 

alongside Springfi eld Kicka-
poo swimmers. The teams 
share the same coach in 
veteran Pete Hill.

“I’s good to have team-
mates there to push you,” 
Balyuk said. “If you swim by 
yourself, it would be quite a 
bit harder. With teammates, 
you want to be up there with 
them or beat them.”

Balyuk and Nixa junior 
Aiden Farrar make up 
Nixa’s contingent of 
swimmers. Farrar was also 
part of Nixa’s 200 freestyle 
relay, 400 freestyle relay 
and 200 medley relay last 
year.

Balyuk is hopeful the 
Eagles can up their num-
bers, after fi nishing 13th at 
State in Class 2 last year.

“Maybe we can maybe 
fi nd a few recruitments,” 
Balyuk said. “We need to 
fi nd some more people. I 
thought maybe a few more 
would come out. But it 
turns out I was wrong.”

Pat Dailey alongside Springfi eld Kicka-

Eagles swimmers seek return to state meet
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Nixa's Kenzie Hines 
gives the Lady Eagles 
versatility as a setter 
and hitter.

Nixa 
volleyball 
Kenzie 
Hines

Pat Dailey
Headliner News

patd@ccheadliner.com

It says everything about 
Kenzie Hines’ ever-increas-
ing passion for volleyball 

that it has replaced basketball 
as her favorite sport.

“When I was in junior high 
and when I was a freshman 
and even my sophomore year, 
I was kind of iffy about which 
sport I liked more,” the Nixa 
junior said. “After my sopho-
more season in basketball, I 
decided I like volleyball more 
and want to continue playing 
it at the collegiate level.

“The girls are great in both 
basketball and volleyball. I 
have great teammates all the 
way around. But I feel like 
volleyball comes more natural 
to me and is more fun to me.”

Nixa coach Annie Zim-
merman has enjoyed seeing 
Hines develop into a college 
prospect in volleyball.

“She has gained a lot of 
confi dence as far as volleyball 
is concerned,” Zimmerman. 
“She has had some great club 
experience, which has pushed 
her to the next level. The pos-
sibility of playing beyond high 
school is something she’s 
working toward.”

Hines offers the Lady 
Eagles versatility. She earned 
All-Central Ozark Conference 
honors last season while 
shining at the net and the 

back row and collecting 198 
kills and 126 digs.

This season, setting could 
be a big part of what she 
contributes.

Hines and Sydney Golden 
have emerged as Nixa’s best 
options at setter. 

“We don’t have a lot of 
experience at setter,” Zim-
merman said. “But both are 
very good players. I have a lot 
of confi dence they’re going 
to do a great job. They’re 
both learning and work 
hard enough that whatever 
inexperience they might have 
at the beginning, they will be 
able to overcome.”

“Whichever one of us does 
the setting, or If we both do it, 
that’s great,” Hines said. “I’m in 
it for the team and whatever 
is best for the team. I think 
we have the potential to do 
something good.”

Hines has been mindful to 
see reps at outside hitter and 
setter in practices.

“I work with both groups, 
making sure I get touches on 
each side,” she said. “If I do 
set, I’m ready for it. In the off-
season, I worked on setting.” 

There’s no doubting Hines’ 
worth ethic.

“Most of her time is spent in 
the gym,” Zimmerman said. 

One of Hines interests 
away from sports is learning 
foreign languages. With a nod 
to her professional aspira-

tions, she’s taking Spanish IV 
this semester.

“I took Spanish I in eighth 
grade and have taken it all 
the way through high school. I 
hope to take Spanish V during 
my senior year and minor it 
in college,” Hines said. “I like 
being able to talk to more 
people. A couple students in 
my Spanish class are from 
Mexico. It’s fun to talk to them 
and pick up their accents. 

“Knowing Spanish could 
help me have more job oppor-
tunities. I might want to be a 
lawyer, so being bilingual and 
able to talk to more people 
would help me.”

Hines is also an avid reader.

“Usually, I read fi ction,” she 
said. “But I like to get some-
thing out of it. I’ll stop reading 
halfway through if it’s not 
informing me about something 
about life in general. I like to 
stay informed.”

Reading into her future, 
Hines is undecided if she will 
return to basketball this winter 
or focus her efforts on vol-
leyball and school work. She’ll 
play club volleyball ball for the 
Springfi eld Juniors.

“It will depend on how busy I 
am with club volleyball and my 
school work,” Hines said. “My 
school work comes fi rst. So, 
it will depend on how my time 
management is.”

Pat Dailey/Headliner News
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Headliner News
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N ixa volleyball coach Annie Zimmer-
man hopes competition for playing 
time brings out the best in her team.

“We’ve talked about competing every 
day in practice for a spot,” Zimmerman 
said. “Things could change week to week 
based on the performances we see. 
They’re all embracing that idea. Everything 
is super competitive.

“They all seem like they’re on the same 
page as far as what our mission is and the 
team-first concept. We don’t have anyone 
who is assigned to a specific position. 
Those are things that could help set us 
apart and once the post-season gets here, 
we’re ready to reach some of the goals we 
have set for ourselves.”

Kenzie Hines is among four hitters 
who give Nixa veterans at the net. Hines 
could love to setter, as she and freshman 
Sydney Golden face off for that job.

Whether Hines is at the net or not, 
Zimmerman likes the Lady Eagles' options 
at the net.

“Jordan Collard has valuable experience 
we’re going to count on," Zimmerman 
said. “Ciera Reyes has two years of varsity 
experience. We’re looking for her to be 
consistent and a solid presence. Taylor 
Golmen is 5-foot-10 and gives us a bigger 
presence at the net. We’re going to rely 
on her for blocking and have her involved 
in our offense as much as possible. She’s 
a big, strong kid at the net. And, Jaycee 
Fixsen is a 5-11 freshman.”

Zimmerman also likes the options she 
has to choose from in the back row.

“We have four liberos competing,” Zim-
merman said. “Lexie Gregory was a DS for 
us as a sophomore last year. Alexis Adams 
also saw some playing time at DS. We also 
have Mikayla Routh and Johna Wagner.”
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Nixa's volleyball team includes (front row, l-r) Abbey Swearengin, Marley Seaton, Jena Medearis, Katelin Kramp, Jayden Coalson, Madison Land, Sophia 
Crawford, Peyton Pearcy, Ari Fazio, (middle row, l-r) Katie McCurdy, Lauren Weber, Carsen Glaser, Addison Tauai, Kendall Pratt, Olivia Engelman, Cam-
ryn Carter, Lily Simmons, Maddy DeLoach, Taylor Kitterman, (back row, l-r) Alexis Adams, Johna Wagner, Allie Billmyer, Sydney Golden, Kenzie Hines, 
Taylor Golmen, Jaycee Fixsen, Jordan Collard, Ciera Reyes, Mikayla Routh, Lexie Gregory and Rachel Janisch.
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Seniors from left to right
areJacqueline Estes,

Lexi Carpenter
and April Corban.

"Last year
the girls took
1st at Regionals
and 5th at State.
We are currently
prepping for our
competitive season
that will start this
November."

-Coach

Mariah Clark

Nixa Cheerleaders

Pat Dailey/Headliner News

Seniors from left to right
submitted photo

Dance
 team

From front to back 
Haven Clouse, 
Brianna Nesta, 
Shelby Keithly, 
Sydney Gade, 

Madelyn Stahler, 
Sarah Nadeau, 

Sabrina Kandler, 
Kendra Canfi eld, 

Bailey Smith, and 
Courtney Coleman 

Varsity Roster: 
Abbie Sutton
April Corban
Brooke Gomas
Chloe Lawson
Christi Owen
D`arrica Peppers
Emily Langdon
Jacqueline Estes
Jaklyn 
Montgomery
Kaeley Rowles

Keana Thomas
Lilly Roldon
Loralei Trebilcock
Madison Caetano
Madison Ott
Sarenity Suntken
Stephanie Kufron
Tatum Kuntz
Taylor Logan
Taylor Saunders
Lexi Carpenter
India Edwards

JV Roster:
Abby Moore
Alexandra Zapata
Cherokee Keltner
Hayln Stoll
Katelyn Gibson
Kylie Salcido
Leah Martin
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Rance Burger/Headliner News
Nixa’s 2018 girls golf team, from left to right: Arianna Swensen, Kailey Tate, Demi McDonald, Shelby Miller and Addison Towe.

Rance Burger
Headliner News

ranceb@ccheadliner.com

Nixa’s golf team has just two goals 
to pursue this fall.

They want to behave on the golf 
course and be fun to play the game with. 
Anything else will come as an added bonus.

Nixa golf coach Jeff Lotz went from 
coach, to recruiter, to golf instructor in a 
quick turn of events.

“Two golfers had never even had a club in 
their hand. We have two girls coming back 
from the varsity,” Lotz said. “Our goal is I 
want them to be better in October. Come 
to practice every day and just be better in 
October.”

Nixa started the girls golf season with 
three players. Arianna Swensen is the lone 
senior. Shelby Miller and Addison Towe are 

sophomores. Teams need at least four play-
ers to enter a team score and compete for 
tournament wins. Lotz had to fi nd players.

“We started out with three, and I had to 
do some recruiting,” Lotz said. “Right now, 
I’m glad we have fi ve kids and we can fi eld 
a team.”

Junior Demi McDonald decided to come 
out for the golf team, having been a tennis 
player up until this fall.

Freshman Kailey Tate is new to golf, but 
is attacking the game at a rapid pace and 
with a desire to learn.

“She is a soccer player, and she’s 
excited. You’ve got an athlete and she 
wants to learn, so now it’s up to me, right?” 
Lotz said of Tate. “She just absorbs it, she’s 
like a sponge. She actually goes home now 
and watches videos of golf.”

The Eagles are spending much of their 
time after school at Rivercut around the 

practice greens. When it comes to strategy, 
Lotz encourages them to play the game 
simply. The Eagles will shoot for lower 
scores on the putting greens. 

“We are working a lot on the short 
game. We are working a ton on the short 
game because that is where you can save 
strokes,” Lotz said. “There are lots of three 
and four putters. Our goal is to keep it 
down to two putts. We do tons of drills 
around the green, play games where you 
chip because you’re not going to hit many 
in regulation.”

While they may not win many matches, 
Nixa’s golfers aim to be the sort of players 
that anyone would like to play 18 holes 
with. They’ll continue learning the game 
through the fall season.

“They’re listening, they’re enjoying 
themselves, so it’s a good group of girls,” 
Lotz said.

Rance Burger sophomores. Teams need at least four play- practice greens. When it comes to strategy, 

Be a better player every day
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