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2017 SPRING SPORTS HIGHLIGHTS

 HEAVY MEDAL: Meleah Ridenour won 
three all-state medals at the State Track & 
Field Championships, fifth in the triple jump, 
fifth in the high jump and fifth in the long 
jump. Ridenour, a senior, also competed in the 
4x100-meter relay at the meet.
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TAKE FIVE: Nixa 
girls soccer blanked 
Branson 8-0 May 
18 to win the 
Class 4 District 11 
championship, the 
fifth straight district 
title for coach Evan 
Palmer's Eagles. 
No player on the 
roster has ever lost 
a district tournament 
game.

 VAULTING TO THE TOP: 
Joseph Nickell made Nixa High 
School history with his fourth-place 
finish in the pole vault at the State 
Track & Field Championships. That 
performance made him the first-
ever Nixa athlete to medal in the 
same event all four years of high 
school. The senior cleared 14 feet, 
9 inches at the meet.

1

SWINGING TO STATE: 
Seniors Seth Kovak and Kyle 
Faulk led the way as the 
Eagles won the Central Ozark 
Conference championship. They 
also qualified for the Class 4 
State Golf Championships with 
top 21 performances at the 
sectional tournament.2

MAKING A 
RACKET: The 
Nixa tennis team 
advanced all the 
way to the district 
championship 
match with a 5-1 
sweep of Joplin. 
The Eagles just 
missed out on the 
title, though, building 
up a 2-1 lead in 
doubles, but falling 
5-3 after Republic 
won four of five 
singles matches.

4 5
3
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Next  
Man 

Up
Newest senior class ready 
to step into leadership 
roles for Nixa football.

Article and photos by Jeff Kessinger • Headliner News

T
his has become the routine for Nixa football: Graduate 
a senior class filled with college signees, have a new 
class elevate itself to that level. The 2017 season is 
expected to follow that rule.

“Our players have worked hard in the off-season and made 
progress in getting stronger and being ready for the season,” 
Nixa coach Rich Rehagen said. “Our coaching approach will 
be similar to past seasons focusing on fundamentals, compet-
ing with great effort and trying to improve every week. We 
have high expectations and look forward to the conference 
and district race.”

Gone are 13 starters from last year’s team that went 6-5 
overall, 4-4 in Central Ozark Conference play, and advanced 
to the Class 5 district 5 Championship game. But 19 letter-
winners return, including nine starters.

Last year’s losses include five players who signed to play 
college football, three of them on the defensive side of the 
ball. Ben Lambton (defensive tackle) and Layne Jennings 
(defensive end) are headed to NCAA-II schools — Missouri 
Southern State and Missouri S&T respectively — while line-
backer Hayden Young is off to NAIA member William Penn. 
Running back Nicos Oropeza will play for NCAA-II playoff 

Continued on page 4

Senior Alec Deveny, rush-
ing the ball against Ozark 
in #BYB2016, is one of 
several running backs 
who will help fill the gap 
left by the graduation of 
Nicos Oropeza in 2017.
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VARSITY: Andrew Anello, Hunter Crabtree, Nathan Elmer, Jake Uber, Carter Boone, Mason Simmons, Jack Sanders, Elliott Rule, Carter Rohr, Ethan Hartman, Lukas Roemen, Brendan Lovecamp, Jaron Phipps, Jared Spence, Drew DeJesus, Alex Allen, Andrew Murphy-Ward, Alec Deveney, Sean Sample, Jacob Smith, Evan 
Deveney, Trevor Rock, Antoine Lockhart, Ryan Murphy, Dylan Miller, Stephen Belcher, Alex Wentz, Preston Rohr, Mason Hood, Luke Kerr, Zach Rehagen, Noah Gibson, Nick Neilson, Nolan Volce, Trent McFall, Logan Ayers, Josh Odom, Philip Hackney, Ely Caufield, Ryan Davis, Nick Maples, Taylor Cheek, Ozzie Garcia, Kindell 
Smith, Matt Melton, Daeton Mullins, Matt Vorse, Caleb Faulk, Landon Ritter, Sam Krause, Nathan Alford, Sam Davi, Curtis Major, Sam Koban, Garrett Henry, Joeseph Howland, Ryan House, Joe Haymes, Nathan Perryman, Saul Castro-Howell, Chandler McAtee, Keshawn Murdie, Dalton Krawczyk, Gram Richardson, Bradley 
Knight-Amorosino, Justin Schreppel, Preston Boram, Hayden Tremain.

qualifier Southwest Baptist University, 
while quarterback Andrew Rivera heads 
to Florida and Southeastern University, an 
NAIA school.

Nixa’s defense allowed 26 points and 
more than 200 yards of total offense 
per game, including 170 through the air. 
That point per game total was boosted by 
47-point outbursts surrendered to Carl 
Junction and Carthage late in the season.

“The strength of our defense should 
be up front where we have three return-
ing starters,” Rehagen said. “The group 
is pretty disciplined and plays with great 
effort.”

Those starters are seniors Ozzie Garcia 
(38 tackles, two fumble recoveries) and 
Zach Rehagen (43 tackles, three sacks), 
and junior Nick Maples (32 tackles) and 
Garcia and Rehagen started all 11 games.

“(Garcia) is a physical, smart player that 
plays with great effort,” Rich Rehagen 
said. “(Zach Rehagen) improved through-
out last year at a new position. We expect 
him to continue to develop and be one of 
our leaders. (Maples) is a smart, hard-
nosed player that brings great effort up 
front.”

Senior Jack Sanders (39 tackles, one 

interception) also started all 11 games 
last season, while senior defensive back 
Ryan Murphy (22 tackles), junior line-
backer Logan Ayers (25 tackles, one 

sack) and junior defensive back Mason 
Simmons (19 tackles) also return with 
starting experience.

Carter Boone (defensive back), Ryan 

Junior Sean Sample is a versatile weapon for Nixa. He returns as the Eagles' placekicker and will see 
an expanded role as a running back after playing some wide receiver last fall. Sample is also listed as 
a linebacker.
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Davis (defensive line), Ryan House 
(defensive line), Dalton Krawczyk (de-
fensive back), Nick Nielsen (linebacker) 
and Nathan Perryman (defensive line) are 

all returning letterwinners. The long list 
of varsity newcomers battling for play-
ing time includes junior linebacker Noah 
Gibson.

The Eagles’ offense posted 24 points 
and 265 total yards per game last season. 
Nixa continues its commitment to a strong 
rushing attack, averaging more than 180 
yards on the ground last season.

“The strength of our offense should be 
in our offensive skill positions where we 
return the most experience,” Rich Reha-
gen said. “We return four skill players that 
have started games on our offense.”

Alex Allen is one of them. The 6-foot-6 
junior, who is attracting high-level col-
lege interest, caught eight passes for 
179 yards last season and gives Sanders 
(116 passing yards, two touchdowns) a 
big target. Alec Deveney made four starts 
at running back, toting the ball for 228 
yards, while twin brother Evan Deveney 
had seven starts at wide receiver, catch-
ing seven passes for 88 yards.

“(Allen) is a big player with a great 
frame. We expect him to have a larger 
role in our passing game,” Rich Rehagen 
said. “(Sanders) is athletic and has good 
size. He should have an increased role on 
our offense.”

Sanders said he’s anxious and excited 
about the 2017 season.

Continued on page 6

The Nixa Eagle’s defensive line should be formidable in 2017, with four starters returning. Junior 
Nick Maples, far left, and seniors Zach Rehagen, Ozzie Garcia and Alex Allen will lead the charge on 
defense, while Allen will help the offense as a tight end and Garcia will start on the offensive line.
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Champion Sports Photography 
FRESHMAN FOOTBALL: Dylan Ayres, Clay Barnett, Jacob Bright, Logan 
Cawthra, Riley Childs, Nathaniel Cochran, Logan Davis, Tyler Egan, Kolyn 
Eli, Silas Elliott, Braxton Fischer, Isaac Forbis, Matthew Gardner, Zachary 
Grant, Michael Grizzell, Hunter Hale, Aven Hartley, Evan Johnston, Josh 
Jones, Muhammad Khan, Ashton Ladbasri, Brock Manasseri, Rylan Miller, 
Ben Mills, Matias Moreno, D’Ant Morgan, Dylan Nelson, Nate Nixon, Reid 
Potts, Alex Rachel, Zach Renfro, Dayton Saltkill, Stone Simpson, Collin 
Smith, TJ Sorgenfrei, Austin Taylor, Cameron Toomey, Clayton Uber, Ryan 
VanZant, Kwame Wade, Smith Wheeler, Austin Williams, Hayden Wofford, 
Jonathan Yeater.

“You work all winter, spring and summer for 
football season,” he said. “I feel like myself and 
the team are just wanting to go get after it and 
win some games while we are at it.”

Then there’s X factor Sean Sample. The 
junior made four starts and played at running 
back and wide receiver while serving as the 
team’s kicker and kick returner. He finished the 
year with 163 receiving yards, 81 rushing yards, 
three total touchdowns and six field goals 
made. The 6-foot junior is only getting started.

“(Sample) is a versatile and athletic player 
that will move into our backfield,” Rich Rehagen 
said. “He returns as our kicker, where he has a 
strong leg and is very accurate.”

Garcia will be a two-way player and was a 
fixture on the offensive line last season. Joe 
Haymes also returns after starting 11 games on 
the line. Among the newcomers Rich Rehagen 
will look to for contributions is Lukas Roeman, a 
6-foot-4 junior wide receiver.

“I feel like we have a lot of guys ready to 
compete and get after it,” Garcia said. “We don’t 
have a lot of accomplished guys, so we are 
ready to show what we can do.”

Nixa, like every COC team, will have to run 
the gauntlet during the regular season. The 
Eagles catch a break, though, with just four 
away games on the conference slate — Willard, 
Neosho, Webb City and Carl Junction. Nixa 
hosts Ozark Oct. 6 in Backyard Brawl 2017 and 
will also receive visits from Branson, Repub-
lic and Carthage. Nixa’s lone non-conference 
game is Sept. 1 at Central.
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ON THE COVER: Nixa senior volleyball players Taylor Gregory, 
Regan Ansley and Taylor Gregory.

FOLLOW YOUR FAVORITE NIXA SPORTS  
ON TWITTER AT @HEADLINERSPORTS. 
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Generation  

next
Nixa soccer has capable veteran, talented newcomers 
looking to fill void left by last year’s  
10-member senior class.

Article and photos by Jeff Kessinger • Headliner News

D
espite a 16-5 record last fall, the Nixa Eagles 
didn’t play for a district soccer championship for 
the first time since 2010. But Evan Palmer’s 
club returns four starters and 13 lettermen 

in 2017 who would love to start a brand new 
streak.

“We lost 10 players but have a great group 
returning,” Palmer said. “I think this team has 
a great chance to win the conference and 
districts and make a run in the post-season.”

Those 10 players leave some big shoes 
to fill. Seven of them were starters and 
four of them — Parker Crawford, Jonathan 
Dasal, Kevin King and Payton Wissig — 
have all signed to play college soccer.

“They are a great group who, as juniors, 
were a big part of our final four run,” 
Palmer said. “They deserved a better fate 
than how things ended last year. They 
will be missed both on and off the field 
this year.”

Senior forward/midfielder Jacob 
Romero is the top returning goal scorer 
for the Eagles, after striking for 21 goals 
in 20 games last season. He also dished 
out four assists. Andrew Anello, another 
forward/midfielder combo, scored nine 
goals last season and had six assists. 
Junior Ethan Pellegren played in eight 
varsity matches last season, scoring twice, 
and — at 6-foot-2 — gives Nixa a big 
target as a forward/midfielder.

Palmer will have plenty of options in the 
midfield, where four players with varsity 

experience re-
turn. Junior Hunter 
Daniels played in 21 
matches last season, scor-
ing six times and added 
five assists. Senior Brady 
Harrison also had five 
assists, to go along with 
four goals. Jacob Voi had 
three goals and six assists, 
while senior Tanner Powley, 
a defender/midfielder, 
added three assists.

Athletic goalie Jakob Price 
returns between the pipes this 
season. The senior helped Nixa 
to 11 shutouts and 1.05 goals 
against average in 2016.

Midfielders Riley Hobby (senior), 
defender/midfielder Tyler Stoneberg-
er defenders Tyler Clubb and Hayden 
Olson, and sophomore goalie Nathan 
Rapert all saw varsity minutes last season.

Most of the Eagles’ new talent in 2017 will 
play in the defensive half of the field, including 
sophomores Cooper Hines and Kyle Hirsch, and 
junior Tanner Palmer.

“(Tanner) is an outside defender and a hard worker,” 
Palmer said. “Hines is a tough, smart defender and 
Hirsch has great instincts. He’s tough to beat.”

Junior Brandon Fox, whom Palmer describes as a hard 
worker with great speed, can play either defender or midfielder. 
Sophomores Carson Beets and Brock Nelson will bolster the 

Eagles’ midfield. Then there’s junior Nathan Hirsch.
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“He can play anywhere. He’s a good utility player,” Palmer said. “Beets 
sees the field well and Nelson has great touch and is smart with the ball.”

Nixa will face Branson, Joplin — which upset the top-seeded Eagles in 
the 2016 district semifinals, and Ozark in a very tough district tournament. 
Palmer will try to toughen his squad up with a difficult regular season 
schedule.

“We open with Rock Bridge, who was a final four team last year,” he 

said. “Kickapoo, Glendale, Carthage and Ozark are always our big games. 
We will also play great competition at the Art Firely Showcase in Jefferson 
City in early October.”

If the Eagles can run that gauntlet, they may find themselves playing 
into late October once again in 2017.

“It will be tough this year,” Palmer said. “The programs around the area 
continue to improve, so we have our work cut out for us.”

VARSITY: Tyler Clubb, Hunter Daniels, Brandon Fox, Brady Harrison, Cooper Hines, Kyle Hirsch, Riley Hobby, Brock Nelson, Hayden Olson, Tanner 
Palmer, Ethan Pellegren, Tanner Powley, Jakob Price, Jacob Romero, Nathan Rapert, Tyler Stoneberger, Jacob Voi.
Left: Nixa senior Jacob Romero skies to head the ball during a 2016 game. He’s Nixa’s top returning goal scorer this season, having tallied 21 in 20 
games last fall.

JV: Daegan Bates, Carson Beets, Jayden Blount, Jake Bruton, Alin Cercea, Chase Forrer, Brandon Fox, Cooper Hines, Kyle Hirsch, Ben Karr, Riley 
Lister, Brock Nelson, Tanner Palmer, Nathan Rapert, Bryce Richmond, Garrett Robertson, Nick Reid, Pablo Salazar, Joe Simmons, Julian Thomas, 
Jackson Trewern, Ashton Wagner.
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Six returning starters, 
key newcomers power Nixa as 

Eagles eye another deep district run.

Article and photos by Jeff Kessinger • Headliner News

T
here’s plenty of reason for optimism on the diamond this 
fall, as Nixa returns six starters from last years’ team, which 
won 16 games and advanced to the district championship 

game. There’s also reason for some patience.
“I am not sure what to expect this year. We have some talent but 

I believe it will take some time getting us playing together well,” 
Nixa coach Matt Walker said. “We do have several girls returning 
with varsity experience so that will help some. We are going to 
need some girls to step up and play.”

Catcher Ashlyn Robertson, now at Cottey College, shortstop 
Sammi Hargis and right fielder Alyssa Zollner all leave big holes to 
fill. Robertson was a first team all-conference, district and region 
selection, while Hargis was second team all-conference and first 
team all-district.

But there is a lot of experience returning in the pitching circle, 
with senior Rylie Bennett and junior Morgan Jones. Jones went 
11-6 to lead the team in wins. The corner infielder also batted 
.442, with 34 RBI and 19 extra-base hits. Bennett is versatile, too. 
She was 5-5 in the circle and batted .253 with eight RBI and three 
extra-base hits as an outfielder.

Bennett is part of a veteran outfield group that includes senior 
Lauren Herman in left and junior Drue Lawrence in center. Law-
rence played in 23 games last season, batting .294 and driving in 
11 runs. Herman made 19 appearances, with a .232 average and 
five RBI.

Payton Ward, a junior, adds veteran experience at first and 
catcher. She played in 25 games in 2016 with 14 RBI — second 
among returning players — and a .294 average. Senior Shelby Ritz 
also returns on the infield, playing 28 games last season at second 
base. She’ll stay in the lineup, after batting .293 with 11 RBI, but 
could move over to shortstop to fill the void left by Hargis.

Move-in Sam Aring, from Texas, will help out on the infield 
corners. Walker said the junior brings a good bat with her from the 
Lone Star State. She was a varsity starter as a sophomore. Kat 
Mitchell, a junior, will move up from the junior varsity squad, while 

RisE
On the
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Far left: Senior Rylie Bennett won five 
games as a pitcher last fall and also played 
in the outfield. She batted .253 at the plate 
and will be counted on to help lead the 
2017 team.

Left: Junior Drue Lawrence makes a lung-
ing catch in center field in 2016. She's 
part of a veteran outfield group, along 

with seniors Rylie Bennett and Lauren 
Herman.

Below: Senior Shelby Ritz 
forces out a Neosho 

runner at second 
base last 
season. 
She'll shift 
to shortstop 
this season 
after batting 
.293 with 
11 RBI as a 
junior.
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Sam Aring, Madi Atwell, Rylie Bennett, Sophia College, Morgan Delloma, Lauren Herman, Maya Herman, Morgan Jones, Jaden LaBarge, Zoey May, 
Kat Mitchell, Emily Morton, Ellie Osborne, Savannah Krawczyk, Drue Lawrence, Shelby Ritz, Emma Vincent, Maddie Ward, Payton Ward, Natalie 
Wheeler.

freshman Maya Herman has a chance to 
make an immediate impact for the Eagles.

“(Mitchell) saw limited time last year and 
has great speed,” Walker said. “(Herman) 
could see some playing time. She has a 
good bat and a strong arm.”

Nixa batted .338 as a team last season, 
with 294 hits — 74 of them for extra bases 
— and scored 197 runs, 23 more than its 
opponents. But offense may not be the 
biggest concern for the Eagles.

“I can see us using the small ball 
game more this year and 
we will be focusing on 
defense and limiting 
the errors that 
troubled us last 
year,” Walker said.

The Central 
Ozark Confer-
ence is loaded 
once again, with 
traditional powers 
Ozark, Republic 
and Webb City 
likely to battle for 
the top spot. Nixa’s 
district field will 
be a tough one, too. 
Nixa and Ozark are joined 
by Branson, and Springfield 
schools Glendale, Parkview and 
Kickapoo in that tournament.

“I believe the conference race will be 
tight as it always is in the COC,” Walker said. 
“As for districts I hope we are playing our 
best ball and can make a run.”
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Deuce

Just two players with 
varsity experience return 

for Nixa tennis in 2017, but 
one of them is a defending 

district champion.
Article and photos by Jeff Kessinger • Headliner News

B
rock Blansit tends to have high turnout for his tennis 
team, which is great news. That means a large talent 
pool to pull from as his Eagles replace four of their 
top six players from last fall.

“We only have two returning players, so we will be 
extremely inexperienced,” Blansit said. “With the large 
amount of girls we have had come out for the team the 
last few years, we hope some of them will be able to step 
up and play varsity.”

The marquee player entering this season is junior 
Catherine Everett. She teamed up with sister Ashley to 
win the district doubles championship in 2016, but she’s 
on her own now. Ashley, last year’s top singles player, has 
graduated, along with Lindsey Blansit, Abby Edwards and 
Alyssa Appleton, the No. 4-6 singles players, and doubles 
specialist Morgan Harris.
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Halyn Attwooll, Leslye Ball, Maddie Blansit, Ashley Brassard, Megan Brassard, Tanya Bratkov, Kiersten Bybee, Summer Cooper, Kelly 
Davenport, Emily Dunn, Catherine Everett, Natalie Forbis, Reagan Fox, Kylee Gerry, Britney Gomas, Jennifer Hardy, Susan Hardy, Ri-

ley Harris, Sarah Hedges, Parker Heman, Sabrina Hoeller, Shyla Horgan, Karlie Hoskins, Audrey Hukill, Madi Kurth, Morgan Mann, 
Anna Martens, Ellie Martens, Demi McDonald, Ellie Miller, Landry Miller, Gabby Nielsen, Kirrin Nielsen, Sydney Odom, Lakyn 

Olmsted, Madisyn Pritchett, Whitney Rhodes, Deborah Seale, Olivia Stoneman, Abi Sutherland, Lauren Twombly, Payton Wells, 
Madison Williams, Zoe Wilson.

Left, junior Catherine Everett hits a return shot during the 2016 sectional match. She teamed up with sister Ashley last fall to 
win a district championship, but Ashley and four other players graduated in May, leaving Catherine and senior Sydney Odom 
as the only returning Eagles with varsity experience.

That group will be tough to replace 
and not just for its tennis-playing 
abilities.

“(Ashley) was a great student-ath-
lete and we will miss her ability on the 
court and her attitude off the court,” 
Blansit said. “(Lindsey’s) willingness 
to help all the players in a positive 
manner was her greatest attribute. 
This will be (Catherine’s) third year 
playing varsity and we expect her to 
be competitive all season long.”

Sydney Odom returns for her senior 
season, adding varsity experience to 
the Eagles’ roster.

“(She’s) one of the toughest play-
ers I have ever coached. She plays 

extremely hard and hates to lose,” 
Blansit said. “Sydney and Catherine 
are expected to play the top two 
varsity spots and have a great season. 
The other four varsity sports are up 
for grabs.”

Pencil senior Natalie Forbis into one 
of those spots, though.

“I expect (Forbis) to play in the 
top three this year and win several 
matches for us,” Blansit said.

Nixa will battle Republic, Ozark — its 
fiercest rival — and Branson for the 
Central Ozark Conference champion-
ship. The Eagles will play in Class 2 
District 10 this season, against Bran-
son, Glendale, Ozark and West Plains.
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Experienced runners 
power Nixa in pursuit 
of conference, 
district titles.Fleet Feet

G
raduation took a total of six runners from last fall's roster, but 
Nixa cross-country coach Lance Brumley is still enthusiastic.

"We are excited for the 2017 cross-country season," 
Brumley, in his 18th year at Nixa, said. "Many of our returning 

runners have been on the varsity for the last couple years and they 
are anxious to show what they can do."

Nixa lost three boys and three girls from the 2016 squad, 
including Brent Alexander, who is running at Missouri University 
of Science and Technology, and second-team all-Central Ozark 
Conference selection Ryleigh Glenn, who is on the roster at Drury 
University. Jessica Kerr is gone, as are all-COC and all-district 
selections Ben Daniels, Kaitlyn Jones and Kobe Young.

But there's more experience returning than lost. First, there's 
junior Blake Procell, a two-time state qualifier in cross-country. He 
finished second in the state in the 800-meter run in the spring and 
is looking to improve on last fall's 49th-place finish at the State 
Cross-Country Championships. He helps spearhead a boys team 
with a lot of returning talent. Senior Ryan Meadows was a Second 
Team all-COC honoree last fall, while senior Brendan Fusco was 
a member of the state runner-up 4x800-meter relay team in the 
spring. Luke Herman and Frankie Shott also add senior leadership 

to the roster.
Junior Todd Jones has varsity 

experience, as do sophomores Jordan 
Kulp and Eros Sustaita, who got an 
all-COC honorable mention as a 
freshman.

On the girls' side, junior 
Annslee Glenn gives Nixa a 
second returning state qualifier. 
She was 130th at state last fall 
in addition to earning second 
team all-COC and all-district 
honors. Fellow junior Kenzie 
Ihasz was on the all-COC sec-
ond team and captured a district 
honorable mention. She was in the top 
35 at the sectional meet, just missing out 
on the state championships.

Senior leadership will be provided by returning runners 
Charisma Glenn and Lisette Perez, who was an all-state 
performer in the triple jump this past spring. Sophomores 
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Shelby Berry, Chloe Brower, Allison Brumley, Allison Davis, Annslee Glenn, Charisma Graham, 
MacKenie Ihasz, Faith Kershaw, Maggie Krol, Brenna Lumley, Grace Martin, Hannah Meadows, 
Mason Miller, Alysa Murphy, Lisette Perez, Trinity Zind.

Lucas Aley, Caleb Aley, Michael Amberg, Jared Breig, Luke Brink, Brandon Butler, Samuel Cochran, Antonia Cook, Aaron Coorts, Spencer Davis, 
Andrew Eisenhart, Christian Eisenhart, Jace Fleury, Deagan Fugitt, Brendan Fusco, Seth Hammitt, Austin Harkins, Jonah Haynes, Luke Herman, 
Weston Hood, Justin Hoskinson, Todd Jones, William Kershaw, Marcus Kitchens, Jordan Kulp, Christopher Lavelle, Ryan Meadows, Kendrick Nall, 
Liam O’Quinn, Blake Procell, Dylan Rust, Francis Shott, Landon Stephen, Carter Stoelzel, Hunter Stout, Eros Sustaita, Kayden Young.

Left, Lisette Perez will help provide senior leadership for the girls' cross-country team in 2017.
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Kiersten Bybee and Mason Miller also 
return with varsity experience.

Brumley and assistant coach Slade 
Snowden will guide their squad through 
a tough schedule that includes a 
trip to the Rim Rock Farm Classic in 
Lawrence, Kansas, which Brumley calls 
the biggest meet on the schedule. The 
Eagles will host their invitational Sept. 
19, as well as the COC Meet Oct. 10 
and the Class 4 District 5 Champion-
ships Oct. 21. Nixa finished second in 
the COC in both the boys' and girls' 
races last fall.

"Our conference meet is very 
competitive with teams like Webb City, 
Branson and Ozark, and we are hoping 
to be in position to compete for a con-
ference championship," Brumley said.

This year's district field is concentrat-
ed in southwest Missouri and features 
several traditional powers. COC schools 
Branson and Ozark will compete in that 
meet, as will Central and Ozark Confer-
ence members Camdenton, Glendale, 
Kickapoo, Lebanon, Parkview, Rolla, 
Waynesville and West Plains.

"Each year our goal is to qualify as 
many athletes as we can for the state 
meet and this year is no different," 
Brumley said. "Our main goal as a team 
is to be the best team we can be, but 
we, of course, still set additional goals 
and one of those is qualifying both 
teams for the state championships and 
work toward that each and every day."
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Experienced Eagles only worried about themselves.

Missouri's boys swimming teams have been split into two classes 
for the first time ever, but Nixa coach Pete Hill hasn't tried to look 
at last year's result to gauge what kind of chance his swimmers 

have at all-state honors.
"I never do. Until we get to state, I don't even look at who's out there," 

Hill said. "Every meet I go to is about the individual athlete. Did he have a 
good swim or a bad swim that night? I don't care what his competitors do, 
because at the end of the season I hope I've prepared him to swim the 
best race possible. All of the races leading up to that are just preparation 
and it doesn't matter about the other people."

Hill has plenty of athletes capable of turning in good swims this fall. 
Daniel Brinck is at the top of that list. The senior standout earned all-

state honors in two events last season. He was eighth in the 100-yard 
freestyle and seventh in the 200-yard freestyle.

"He had a great state. Really had a great swim," Hill said. "His offsea-
son training looked really good. I didn't personally see it, but he comes in 
swimming very, very well. He seems strong, he seems fit, he seems ready 
to go."

Brinck, who comes from a family of successful swimmers, will soon talk 

with Hill about his goals for this year's season and state meet.
"I know he has goals in his mind. We're kind of focusing on that middle 

distance for him," Hill said.
Isaac Daigle is another senior with state swimming experience. He 

qualified for state in the 200-yard freestyle, finishing 34th in the prelimi-
nary round.

"I think Isaac's going to have a great season. I honestly think Isaac's 
going to qualify for state in several individual events," Hill said.

He's also expecting great things this season out of JD Jedlicka, Nixa's 
third other senior.

"He is by far the hardest-working kid," Hill said. "You give him a set and 
he'll die trying. He's throwing up in the gutter if he isn't making it."

Aiden Farrar is another veteran Eagle in 2017. Hill called him a good kid 
who works hard.

"He puts a lot of expectations and 
pressure on himself," Hill said. "I try 
to lead him in the right direc-
tion so he can focus some of 
that energy he has to get to 

Left: Nixa senior Daniel Brinck 
poses for a photo with coach 
Pete Hill with an all-state 
medal around his neck. Brinck 
medalled in two events, the 
100-yard and 200-yard free-
styles, and has his sights set on 
returning to state as a senior.

Top: Nixa's Aiden Farrar swims 
during a 2016 meet. He's one 
of five key swimmers returning 
this fall for the Eagles.

SWIM your
own RACE
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Ilya Balyuk, Joseph Bogun, Daniel Brinck, Isaac Daigle, Aiden Farrar, JD Jedlicka, Connor Schoenhals, Zach Voi.

where he wants to get."
Nixa will have more depth this year, with the addition of freshmen 

Ilya Balyuk and Joseph Porter. Nixa graduated just one senior from 
2016, Gavin Farrar. He was part of two state-qualifying relays — 
the 200-yard freestyle and 400-yard freestyle — but Balyuk could 
give Nixa's relays a boost.

"Joseph came in and we're literally just working through free-
style right now. He's a big, tall kid and I think he can get really 
strong. And Ilya is a strong, strong athlete as a freshman," Hill said. 
"I really think with Ilya coming in as a freshman we have a shot at 
getting several relays in and we really haven't been able to get that 
the last couple of years. This is really our shot to get it done."

Hill said he's looking forward to a great season. 
"It's been said so many times: Nobody else can swim your race," 

Hill said. "You're the only kid in that lane. You've got to do it your-
self. That's how I coach and that's how I want them to think."
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DYNAMITE 
small packages

comes in

There might not be a lot of height at the net,  
but Eagles volleyball has explosive potential.

N
ixa volleyball might not be able to bring 
the thunder at the net in 2017, so 
the Eagles will find other ways to rain 
down points.

Six letterwinners, four of them starters, return 
from last fall, though just one of them measures 
taller than 5-foot-8. Nixa will try to turn what 
could be a liability into an asset.

“We know we are going to have to be a great 
defensive team due to a lack of size at the net,” 
Nixa coach Annie Zimmerman said. “We have 
several players that are versatile enough to play 
multiple positions, so we plan to use several 
different lineups to keep opposing teams off bal-

ance. This year we are stressing the importance 
of being as unpredictable as possible. If we can 
execute all of our different routes consistently, 
we have a shot at achieving some very special 
things.”

Alissa Flint, now playing for Park University, 
was Nixa’s senior class in 2016, meaning plenty 
of juniors and underclassmen had opportunities 
to see varsity action. One of them was Regan 
Ansley, a 5-foot-11 right side/middle hitter who 
earned second team all-region and honorable 
mention all-conference honors. Her 169 kills are 
tops among returning players.

“Regan brings three years of varsity experience, 
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Jordan Collard played in 33 matches as a sophomore. This 
year, as a junior, she'll help provide offensive pop at the net.
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VARSITY: Alexis Adams, Regan Ansley, Jordan Collard, Lexi Gerken, Taylor Golmen, Madison Grantham, 
Lexie Gregory, Taylor Gregory, Kenzie Hines, Ciera Reyes, Mikayla Routh, Lily Simmons, Johna Wagner.

which should provide great lead-
ership for our younger players,” 
Zimmerman said.

Ansley has verbally committed 
to NCAA-II Lindenwood and is 
ready to provide that leadership 
for the Eagles.

“I know the team will be able 
to achieve some amazing things 
this year and I couldn’t be more 
excited to be a part of that,” she 
said. “I look forward to having a 
blast playing with these girls and 
being able to help lead them as 
a senior.”

Libero Madison Grantham 
had 477 digs and 52 assists last 
season. She’s given a verbal com-
mitment to NCAA-II Arkansas 
Tech.

“I’m very excited for this season 
and what it has in store for us,” 
she said. “We have such a strong 
group of girls this year and I can’t 
wait to see the great things we 
are going to accomplish.”

Setter Taylor Gregory led the 
Eagles with 387 assists. The ver-
satile athlete also had 275 digs, 
108 kills and 12 blocks despite 
checking in at 5-foot-5.

“We will rely on (Grantham’s) 
consistent serve receive passing 
and defensive abilities to keep 

503477
Family Pharmacy 1/2

missing copy

Continued on page 20

 2017 Fall Sports Magazine • N the Zone - 19



20 - N the Zone • 2017 Fall Sports Magazine

JV: Alexis Adams, Camryn Carter, Olivia Engelman, Lexi Gerken, Taylor Golmen, Rachel Janisch, 
Abby Lay, Katie McCurdy, Mikayla Routh, Johna Wagner, Lauren Weber.

FRESHMEN: Riley Atkinson, Maddy DeLoach, Carsen Glaser, Rachel Janisch, Taylor Kitterman, 
Keyanna Lewis, Katie McCurdy, Kate Merry, Kendall Pratt, Ellie Williams.

our offense in system,” Zimmerman said. 
“(Gregory) will be in charge of running our 
offense and putting our hitters in spots 
where they can be successful.”

It’s a role Gregory is excited about.
“After seeing all the hard work, dedication 

and sacrifice that all of these girls have put 
in over the summer, this upcoming season 
holds endless possibilities for our team, as 
well as the program, and I’m beyond grateful 
to be a part of it,” Gregory said. “I can’t wait 
to see what this season has in store.”

Junior Ciera Reyes (outside hitter/middle 
hitter) played in 33 matches last season, 
as did sophomores Jordan Collard (middle 
hitter/outside hitter) and Lexie Gregory 
(defensive specialist). Reyes had 89 kills 
and Gregory 209 digs, while Collard turned 
in 44 blocks.

“(Reyes) has the ability to play multiple po-
sitions, which allows us to be more creative 
with our offense,” Zimmerman said. “I look 
for (Collard) to make a big impact for us 
offensively this year. (Gregory) is super quick 
and will provide a real boost to our defense.”

Taylor Arnold, who transferred to Blue 
Eye, and Mary Weber will not return to Nixa 
volleyball this season, but there are several 
newcomers who could factor into the mix 
for the Eagles. Sophomore Kenzie Hines, 
an outside hitter/setter, adds size at the 
net with her 5-foot-9 frame, while fellow 
sophomore Alexis Adams gives Zimmerman 
another defensive specialist. Freshman Lily 
Simmons could see action as a middle hitter.

“(Hines) had a great summer. We will rely 
on her to take big swings on the outside,” 
Zimmerman said. “(Adams) has really 
increased her range on defense, giving us 
more help on the back row. (Simmons) has 
embraced her new role as a middle. We will 
rely on her athleticism to get pin to pin and 
provide a more consistent block.”

Though district assignments have not yet 
been released for the 2017 season, the 
Eagles know they will face a brutal schedule 
in the Central Ozark Conference.

“The COC Large Division is always 
competitive and this year will be no different,” 
Zimmerman said. “Ozark and Willard added 
yet another district title to their resumes and 
look to be very strong again this season. I 
also look for Carl Junction to make some 
noise for the second year in a row. Any 
team is capable of winning a match up on 
any given night, which should make for an 
interesting conference race.”

But Nixa is not intimidated by that chal-
lenge. The Eagles see it as an opportunity to 
prepare themselves for the district tourna-
ment and, hopefully, beyond.

“We treat every game as a key match-up, 
one no more important than the other,” Zim-
merman said. “Every game is an opportunity 
to get better ensuring we are playing our 
best when the post-season gets here. One 
practice at a time, one game at a time. I al-
ways tell them be the best you can be today 
and tomorrow will take care of itself.”

20 - N the Zone • 2017 Fall Sports Magazine



 2017 Fall Sports Magazine • N the Zone - 21

ne of the finest girls’ golf teams 
in Nixa history has graduated 
and moved on, two of them to 
college golf. That means plenty 
of new opportunities for Eagles 

to make their mark on the course.
Coach Jeff Lotz’s squad had to 
say goodbye to JaiDee Akers, 

Olivia Ramsey and MeLeah 
Ridenour, all of whom won 

all-Central Ozark Confer-
ence and all-district 

honors. Akers is now 
playing golf at South-
west Baptist Univer-
sity, while Ramsey 
is doing the same 
at Drury Univer-
sity. Ridenour, 
meanwhile, is on 
the track and field 
team at SBU.

“All of these girls 
were instrumental 

in providing Nixa 
with three of the best 

successive seasons 
in Nixa girls golf history,” 

Lotz said. “We do not have 
the success we enjoyed if 

any one of those three did not 
participate. They are very good 

teammates and outstanding young women.”
Senior Olivia Gammill returns to the varsity 

roster and gives Nixa an experienced golfer. 
She’s in her fourth year on the team and will 
lead the way for a young roster.

“I’m expecting leadership from Olivia, 
being the only player on this team that has 
played in a varsity tournament. I look forward 
to coaching Olivia,” Lotz said.

Joining Gammill on the roster are two 
players with golf experience, even if they 
weren’t in a varsity meet. Senior Abby 
Voelker is one of them. Lotz expects her to 
be one of the team’s top two players.

“She has not had any varsity experi-
ence, but early practices indicate she has 
improved over the summer,” he said.

Payeton Loughead, a sophomore, will also 
have a chance to contribute this fall.

“(She) should play in most, if not all, of our 
varsity tournaments and matches,” Lotz said. 
“Payeton played in several summer tourna-
ments and appears to have made some 
improvements.”

This will be a year of growth and improve-
ment for the Nixa golf program and Lotz 
is excited about the chance to coach his 
young team.

“I want our girls to come to practice every 
day focused on improving their game,” he 
said. “If we can do this successfully and have 
fun along the way, then I will be satisfied.”

O

Chloe Skaar/Headliner News
Back row from left,Shelbi Miller, Zoe Kovak, Ireland Schoonover and Addison Towe. Front row from left, Emma Roberts, Abby Voelker, Olivia Gammill 
and Arianna Swensen 
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Lots of new faces 
dot the Nixa girls 

golf roster.

Article by Jeff Kessinger • Headliner News
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VARSITY CHEER: Haley Boyd, Courtney Britz, Lexi Carpenter, April Corban, Caina Dismang, Emily Doyle, Jacquline Estes, Grace Ferguson, Tatum 
Kuntz, Emily Langdon, Teagan Miller, Audrey Nelson, Christi Owen, Mia Paladino, D'arrica Peppers, Savannah, Serenity Suntken, Abbie Sutton, Kyndal 
Werner. Coaches Mariah Clark, Katie Cummings, Brittany Neely.

NIXA HIGH 
SCHOOL 
CHEER

JV CHEER: Sophia 
Cox, Emily Doyle, 
Emma Foley, Alex 
Francisco, Nealie 

Gray, Megan Jarvis, 
Taylor Logan, 

Rebecca Madline, 
Mia Palidino, Brianna 

Pojar, Jacob Rider, 
Loralei Trebilcock.
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DANCE: Haven 
Clouse, Sydney 
Gade, Allison 
Grisham, Bailey 
Larson, Erin 
Lundgren, Laney 
Macdonald, 
Taylar Sanders 
and Raven 
Warnke.
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NIXA HIGH SCHOOL DANCE TEAM
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