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2018-19 WINTER SPORTS HIGHLIGHTS

• BRANDON GORDON and the Eagles boys 
basketball team swept three games from Ozark.

• EMILY EDWARDS (above) was named 
All-COC First-Team as a junior guard.

• ASHLYN ELI AND PEYTON MOORE 
medaled at the State Wrestling Championships.
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• OLIVIA STONEMAN brought home 
medals in the 50 freestyle and 100 butterfly 
from the State Swimming Championships.

4
• LADY EAGLES win their own NIT championship.

• GABBY NIELSEN was named to the COC 
Second-Team. Both Edwards and Nielsen 
were named to the All-District team as well. 

• LUKE ROEMEN named  
All-COC Second-Team selection.
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Pat Dailey/Headliner News 
Nixa's senior soccer players include (l-r) Erica Hartley, Lexi Rapart, Eric Crawford, Madison Snelson, Lexi Rasmussen, Madisyn Pritchett and Olivia Kindell.

Soccer

Lady Eagles eye  
7th straight District title

By Pat Dailey
patd@ccheadliner.com

HeadlinerSports

E rin Crawford and the rest of Nixa’s senior soccer players 
hope to fall in line with the Lady Eagles’ seniors from 
2016, 2017 and 2018 by finishing their careers without 
a single District defeat.

As Nixa enters this season assigned to Class 4 District 9 for 
the first time, the Lady Eagles carry a streak of six straight Dis-
trict titles. In terms of the post-season, they are the winningest 
program at Nixa boys or girls since 2013. 

“It means everything to us,” Crawford, a midfielder, said of the 
program’s remarkable post-season streak of success. “It makes 
us proud. It makes our team strong and unified knowing we can 
win it again. But we don’t want to expect to win because we 
want to work as hard as we can. There’s going to be tough com-
petition. If we work hard, we can do it.”

There is plenty of optimism at Nixa for a good reason. The Lady 
Eagles return all but two players from last season’s 15-6-1 outfit. 

“I think we’ll keep it going,” senior midfielder Erica Hartley said 

of the streak. “We have a great group of girls.” 
Coach Evan Palmer’s program has played in a District champi-

onship match nine straight years. Before the Lady Eagles’ streak 
of six straight District titles, they also won a District champion-
ship in 2011.

“It’s been a lot of fun on this run,” Palmer said. 
The only comparable stretch in recent years at Nixa was the 

Eagles boys basketball program winning four straight District 
championships from 2014-2017 and netting six District titles in 
eight years from 2010-2017.

The Missouri State High Schools Activities Association 
announced District pairings last week and assigned Nixa with 
Ozark, Branson and Kickapoo. All four teams had winning re-
cords a year ago.

The Lady Eagles say they will have to earn their way to a sev-
enth straight District title.

“Ozark has a bunch of seniors and will be really good,” Hartley 
said.

 “It’s going to be a very tough District,” Palmer added. “We will 
have to be on another level to win it. We know it’s not going to 
be easy.  But that’s out goal and we believe we can do it.”
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Lady Eagles count on a scoring by committee
By Pat Dailey

patd@ccheadliner.com
HeadlinerSports

E ven if Nixa repeats as COC champs, 
coach Evan Palmer suspects there 
could be a chance he won’t have 
an offensive player merit all-confer-

ence honors. But he adds he doesn’t see any 
reason why the Lady Eagles can’t approach 
the same goals count they had a year ago.

Nixa netted 86 goals on its way to a 15-6-1 
record last season. Chloe Cash accounted for 
nearly a fourth of the goals on her way to being 
named All-COC First-Team as a senior forward.

Palmer predicts the Lady Eagles’ scoring to 
be spread more evenly this spring.

“Who can finish scores for us consistently? 
That’s going to a key,” Palmer said. “We have 
the girls to do it. But we don’t have proven 
scorers. After Chloe last year, we had a few 
girls with eight or nine goals. We’re going to 
need a few girls to be in double digits for us to 
be successful. 

“I like (scoring) by committee rather than 
scoring just from one player. We have a lot of 
girls, I think, who can score in double digits. 
They just have to go out and and do it.”

Midfielders Erin Crawford and Erica Hartley 
agree with Palmer that the Lady Eagles will 
feature balance offensively.

“Usually, we’ve had one or two girls we’ve 
relied on for the scoring,” Crawford said. “This 
year is going to be different. But we have a lot 
of strong girls who can fill those roles.”

“I think it’s easier to rely on someone to 
score most of the goals,” Hartley added. “But 
I don’t necessarily think that’s the best thing. 
We’re better as a team working as one rather 
than having one person working. We don’t have 
to rely on one girl, we can rely on everyone. 
I’m not quite sure how it’s going to go with the 
forwards. But I think we have a great forward 
line.”

Palmer won’t be surprised if Nixa’s season 
plays out similar to last season, when the Lady 
Eagles were shut out in three of their first 
nine matches, but went on to win 12 straight. 
They averaged five goals a game during their 
winning streak.

“It might take us a little while to get going,” 
he said. “But I think it will come. Well be able 
to possess the ball well. We’ll keep ourselves 
in games by getting a goal or two early and 
hopefully learn what runs to make and hit it 
where (a teammate) likes to have it hit. We 
can’t send a three-ball to a girl who is not that 
fast, while the girls with speed we can put 
them into space and get them the ball. As we 
learn little things about each other, I think we’ll 
be successful."

Nixa’s defense posted nine shutouts last 

season, with ‘keeper Riley McClintock earning 
All-COC First-Team honors as a sophomore.

“She had less than a goal (allowed) average,” 
Palmer said. “We expect big things from her 
again.”

The Lady Eagles’ defensive leaders also 
include Annslee Glenn, Liz Davis, Hannah Lan-
nutti, Ellie Osborne, Kaya Cocanougher, Riley 
Woodward, Hayley Clinton and Lizzy Shaw.

“We’ve basically got all our defense back 
and our goalkeeper back,” Palmer said. “The 
girls know each other well. They play well as a 
unit. Individually, they are tough to beat. They 
are smart defending the pass. We’ve got a 
lot going for us at that end. We’ll be able to 
defend very well.”

Madisyn Pritchett is expected to join the 
Lady Eagles in mid-April upon being fully re-
covered from ACL surgery. Midfielder Carley 
Hoskins is already back after an ACL injury.

Both Palmer and Crawford feel Nixa will be 
able to win with finesse or strength. The Lady 
Eagles will be aiming for a seventh straight 
District championship.

“I think we’ve got a good balance,” Palmer 
said. “We can be physical but have good 
speed, as well.”

“We’re pretty aggressive and we have fast 
players,” Crawford added. “We have strong 
players everywhere. Teams will have to watch 
out for us all over the field.”
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Pat Dailey/Headliner News 
Nixa’s soccer team includes (front row, l-r) Olivia Kindell, Kelsi Moore, Emily Sutherland, Lizzy Shaw, Riley McClintock, Madelyn Wilcox, 
Madisyn Pritchett, Gracie Brown, Kasey Alvarez, Mallory Norris (second row, l-r) Josie Carlson, Kadence Basseller, Ellie Osborne, Bailey Reynolds, 
Reagan Neal, Liz Davis, Lynzey Davenport, Lexie Rassmussen, Madison Snelson, Kailey Tate, Emma Light, (back row, l-r) Emma Hartley, Kayley 
Clinton, Erin Crawford, Erica Hartley, Annslee Glenn, Karlie Hoskins, Lexi Rapert, Kaya Cocanougher, Riley Woodward, Abby Harrison, Katie 
Kamies and Ashlyn Stoneberger.
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Q: What’s your birth date and where 
were you born?

Davis: My birth date is June 20, 2001. I 
was born in Springfield. I’ve gone to Nixa for 
school since I was in kindergarten. Growing 
up, I recognize the people I’ve always gone to 
school with. It’s also been really cool to see 
new people come in and build relationships 
with them, as well. You don’t know where 
people come from, you just know they’re part 
of Nixa now.

Q: How long have you played soccer?
Davis: I pretty much have played soccer 

since I was 4 years old. It’s the only sport I’ve 
ever played. My Dad played soccer when he 
was in high school, so I think he wanted me 
to experience it and he had me join a team. 
As the years went on, I had friends who were 
playing club ball. I wanted to join them, so I 
started playing club with them. I’ve always 
liked the competitiveness of soccer and the 
way I’ve been able to stay active while build-
ing relationships with my friends. 

Q: What are some of your hobbies away 
from sports?

Davis: I’m in the Crimson Corps. I play 
percussion and during marching season I 
play marimba., which is a mallet instrument. 
During concert season, I can play anything 
from bass drum to a triangle. One year in 
junior high, I even played metal bowls. We did 
a piece called “Boundary” that was based on 
a metal-working industry. We had metal and 
wooden bowls and a huge steel bar we hit 
with a hammer.

Q: What’s been your favorite band 
memory?

Davis: My freshman year, we won Ozarko 
at Missouri State. It was our last compe-
tition of the year. I learned a lot that year 
about the importance of band. That final 
performance gave closure to me to the end 
of a final important part of my life. It was a 
special performance. I was crying by the 
end. 

Q: What are your favorite TV shows or 
movies?

Davis: I’m not a big TV watcher. But I 
just finished watching a show called “Good 

Girls.” It’s about middle-aged women who 
rob a bank to help their families. Also, I love 
“Mamma Mia!”

Q: What is your type of music
Davis: My favorite music is ‘80s music. I 

like Michael Jackson, Whitney Houston and 
rock groups like the Rolling Stones. It’s funny, 
growing up my parents on our way to soccer 
tournaments would always play ‘80s music 
and I would complain about it. I would say, 
‘Turn it off.’ Now, that’s all I listen to. I appreci-
ate it now. It definitely grew on me.

Q: Who is a Nixa athlete past or 
present who you’ve admired?

Davis: My older sister, Laura 
Patton, played soccer up until 
her sophomore year. She has 
always been an influence 
on me. I tear up thinking 
about her. With her being 
an older sister, I always 
wanted to be better than 
her. She’s always pushed 
me to be a better soccer 
player and person. I 
really appreciate her. 
Also, last year’s senior 
class influenced 
me. I grew up 
knowing them 
as my sister’s 
friends. They 
made me 
feel wel-
come. 

Q: Is there something about you that 
your friends don’t know?

Davis: I’m pretty open with my friends, so I 
really don’t think there is anything.

Q: What kind of car or truck do you 
drive and what is your dream ride?

Davis: I drive a Ford F-150. It’s 1994 
and blue. It is my dream car. I love trucks. My 
whole life I’ve always wanted a truck. 

Q: Where are you attending college and 
what will be your major?

Davis: I’m going to the University of 
Oklahoma. I’m not sure what I want to 

major in. I know I want do something 
in sports. I either want to be in a 
management position, like with 
the  St. Louis Cardinals or the 
Dallas Cowboys, or I’ve thought 
about going into physical therapy 
specializing in concussions and 
the neurological side of physical 
therapy. I suffered a pretty bad 
concussion at the end of my 

freshman year. My recovery 
took about 10 months. I 

would like to be there for 
people to help them 

when they’re going 
through that.

By Pat Dailey
patd@ccheadliner.com

HeadlinerSports

Headliner sports editor Pat Dailey 
engaged in a Q’s and A’s session with 
Nixa senior soccer player Liz Davis:

with Nixa senior 
soccer player Liz Davis
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McConnell's 
love for 
golf has 
grown in 
one year

By Pat Dailey
patd@ccheadliner.com

HeadlinerSports

T he usual circumstances were in place for Hunter McCo-
nnell to catch the golf bug during his childhood. But it 
wasn’t until last year as a junior that he checked out what 

the fuss about birdies, bogeys and eagles was all about.
He was bitten by the bug in a big way upon joining Nixa’s golf team.
“I had a couple buddies who played, my cousin played and my 

grandfather was always big into it,” McConnell said. “That drove me 
to try it and I liked it. Growing up around golf, I had an idea what to do 
and how to do things. It was hard for me adapting, learning and listen-
ing to people’s advice. After I got a hold of it, it kind of took off for me.

“After our season ended last year, I’ve been on the course a lot. I 
wake up and want to go play. I enjoy it so much. I wish I would have 
played my whole life.”

McConnell’s love for the game has shown up on his scorecards. 
“He has improved as much as anybody I’ve coached in one year,” 

coach Jeff Lotz said. “With only one year under his belt, he has come 
a long way.

"It’s too bad he didn’t come out when he was a freshman. One 
year of golf under your belt, that’s not much because golf requires so 
much skill and practice. But he’s the kind of kid who is a easy to root 
for because he works so hard.”

McConnell has risen the Eagles’ ranks and is vying for a spot in 
their varsity lineup. He is one of only three seniors for Nixa.

“Our competition is going to be good for us,” he said. “It gives 
everyone an edge to want to practice more.”

More practice is no problem for McConnell. He reports the endless 
hours on the course and the range have seen him gain particular 
progress with his wedges and drivers. 

“I’d say my approach game and shots off the tee have improved 
the most,” he said. "I’ve been working on them and and it’s noticeable 
they have improved. My putting is still coming along. I’ve got a lot of 
work to do there and have been working on it a lot.”

Linksters not 
lacking for 
competition

By Pat Dailey
patd@ccheadliner.com

HeadlinerSports

Gathering from his own experiences, Cole Eaglebarger is 
among a senior trio for Nixa’s golf team that coach Jeff 
Lotz has gained further appreciation for in the pre-sea-

son.
Eaglebarger and fellow seniors Hunter McDaniel and Caleb 

Faulk have assumed leadership responsibilities for the Eagles in 
fine fashion.

“I was a section leader in band for 14 people in the french 
horn section, so it hasn’t been that much of a transition for me,” 
Eaglebarger said. “Also, when I was younger and joined the 
team, I had a cousin (Dusty Middleton) and a friend (Gavin Far-
rar) who were older players and helped me along. For the most 
part, we try to lead by example.” 

“What I appreciate about them is they’ve handled the younger 
guys well,” Lotz said of his seniors. “When we had had tryouts, 
typically the freshmen are so nervous. I put them with an upper-
classman and these three guys were very patient and showed 
them good leadership.

“They’re excited about the season and have worked hard,” 
he added. “They’re still working on their game. Cole has been 
steady. The other two are kind of shaking the rust off from the 
winter.”

Eaglebarger, McDaniel and Faulk are among a group of 
seven or eight players vying for spots in Nixa’s starting five. 
Eaglebarger Faulk and Sam LaRocca are the only players who 
have all but assured themselves of a starting spot. 

“Cole and Sam are playing pretty well and Caleb was in our 
starting five last year,”  Lotz said. “It’s likely they’ll be in the top 
five most of the time. It’s going to be very fluid who will be in the 
top five. There is going to a battle most of the season for our 
fourth and fifth spots. My job would be a lot easier if I knew who 
the top five are. But unless there is a clear separation, I can see 
us having lot of playoff rounds.  

“When we won Districts two years ago, we had seven players 
in a 27-hole playoff to fill two spots. It was nerve wracking for 
the kids. But they have to handle that pressure because they’re 
going to have that kind of pressure in a tournament.”

“Nothing is secure,” Eaglebarger said. “You definitely have to 
work for it.”

LaRocca was the lone Eagle last year to emerge from Dis-
tricts and compete at Sectionals. He was sixth at Districts.

“Sam is a solid, steady player,” Lotz said.
In addition to its District title, Nixa won the COC champion-

ship two years ago. The Eagles stumbled to a seventh-place 
finish a year ago.

“We were trending pretty good last season, getting better and 
better," Eaglebarger said. “But when it came time for confer-
ence, we all kind of all flopped at once.”

Lotz is confident Nixa will bounce back.
“My expectation is for us to finish in the middle of the confer-

ence or higher,” he said, while listing Carthage Carl Junction and 
Ozark as the league favorites. “We’re going to be competitive. 
If we finish in the middle or higher at most of the (15-team) 
tournaments we’ll be at, I’ll be pleased. If they all play great on 
the same day, maybe we can get in the top three.”

Pat Dailey/Headliner News
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   Hey Nixa...
Don’t miss out on this!

Nixa’s golf team 
includes (front row, 

l-r) Ryan Mann, 
Caleb Faulk, Aiden 

Fattal, Johnathan 
Miller, (back row, l-r) 

Chandler Brown, 
Cole Eaglebarger, 

Jackson Wiley, 
Hunter McConnell 

and Raben McLeroy.

Pat Dailey/Headliner News
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Q: What’s your birth date and where were you born?
Faulk: Sept. 22, 2000, in Springfield. I’ve lived in Nixa my whole 

life. I’ve met a ton of new people who have moved in. A lot of peo-
ple come here for our school. I’ve also known a lot of people since 
kindergarten. It’s a good mix.

Q: What do you drive and what is your dream ride?
Faulk: I just got a Chevy Malibu (last week). My dream car is a 

1969 (Chevrolet) Chevelle, my uncle has one and it’s amazing. 
I’ve worked a little on the Chevelle with my uncle. He 
goes to national competitions and wins prizes. I love 
that car.I enjoy looking at and fantasizing about 
cars, most people I know do, who doesn’t? 

Q: What are some of your hobbies or 
interests away from sports?

Faulk: I like to fish a lot. I go down to 
Table Rock Lake. We have a lake house 
there and I’ll hang out with my brother 
(Kyle). My friends and I go bowling about 
every Friday. I’m not good at it, I just bowl 
for fun.

Q: What’s your best fishing story?
Faulk: My best fishing story is 

actually not about catching a fish. We 
went deep-sea fishing in Florida. I cast 
up a worm and it got caught by a bird. 
I had to reel it in and cut my line. It was 
hilarious.

Q: What is your favorite TV show?
Faulk: Me and my girlfriend watch 

“Grey’s Anatomy” every weekend. There’s 
been 15 seasons. Oh my goodness, 
we’ve watched a couple episodes at a 
time a few times.

Q: What is your type of music and who is your 
favorite musical artist?

Faulk: Country music. I listen to a lot of Cody John-
son. I’m not a huge fan of the new country. It gets too 
‘poppy’ for me. The old country, I enjoy that. Guys like Wil-
lie Nelson and Chris LeDoux. I got to know Chris LeDoux 
music from my Dad being a pro rodeo rider (LeDoux was 

a hall of fame rodeo rider).

Q: Have you tried the rodeo yourself?
Faulk: I have. My brother is big into it. I’m 

not as good at it as either my brother or my 
dad. I’m fine with golf.

Q: What’s in your golf bag?
Faulk: Callaway XT pros. I 
have a Rogue Driver. Callaway 

irons, 50-, 56- and 60-de-
gree wedges. I just switched 
from a Cleveland putter 
that wasn’t working for 
me to a Scotty Cameron 
putter. I use Callaway 

chrome soft golf balls.

Q: Who is a Nixa athlete 
past or present who you 

admired?
Faulk: Seth Kovak and my 

brother both qualified for State (two 
years ago) and they were good to me. I 

grew up playing golf with them. I got bullied 
a little bit being the younger brother. I wasn’t as good as 
they were and they made sure I knew it. It was a good 
time, we always had fun.

By Pat Dailey
patd@ccheadliner.com

HeadlinerSports

Sports editor Pat Dailey engaged in 
a Q’s and A’s session with Nixa senior 
golfer Caleb Faulk:

with Nixa golfer  
Caleb Faulk
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By Pat Dailey
patd@ccheadliner.com

HeadlinerSports

A ccording to those in 
the know — namely 
college coaches and 

high school scouting ser-
vices  — there won’t be many 
batterymates statewide com-
parable to Nixa sophomore 
Isaac Mitchell and junior Joe 
Reid this year and next.

The Eagles will have the 
unique luxury over two 
seasons to have NCAA D-I 
commits on the mound and 
behind the plate. Mitchell 
announced his intentions 
to sign with Arkansas last 
November and Reid verbal-
ly committed to Oklahoma 
State in January. 

Prep Baseball Report and 
Perfect Game USA publicize 
about every flattering statis-
tic scouts could ever ask for 
on the duo, from Reid’s max-
imum barrel speed of 73.4 
mph to Mitchell’s 85 mph 
velocity on his fast ball.

Mitchell and Reid don’t 
take for granted their grand 
opportunity to be teammates 
in regard to what each can 
do for the other and for Nixa 
in the Eagles' pursuit of COC 
and District championships.

“I love pitching to Joe,” 
Mitchell said. “I wouldn’t want 
to pitch to anyone other than 
him. It’s great a player of his 
caliber goes to the same 
high school as me, that’s a 
big advantage for me. He’s 
the best catcher I’ve ever 
pitched to. He knows my 
style of pitching and where 
I want to throw and when I 
want to what pitch.”

“He looks really good,” Reid 
said of Mitchell. “He’s defi-
nitely grown from last year. 
His off-speed and changeup 
have gotten more advanced. 
As soon as he started throw-
ing, you could tell there was 
more there. It’s good to see.”

Mitchell and Reid gave a 

good glimpse of their po-
tential last season. Mitchell 
struck out 56 and walked 13 
over 49 innings pitched and 
Reid posted a .351 batting 
average with 18 RBIs.

All indications are they 
will be breakout stars this 
season and become house-
hold names in the underrated 

southwest Missouri high 
school baseball world.

Reid values the experience 
he gained over the winter 
with his Sticks Baseball 
Academy teammates. They 
played in the Perfect Game 
Martin Luther King Champi-
onship in Phoenix in January 
at the spring training com-
plexes of the Los Angeles 
Dodgers, Chicago White Sox 
and San Diego Padres.

He also took part in a 
showcase in St. Louis during 
the winter.

“It helped me to see live 
pitching and get more at-
bats,” Reid said of his winter 
workouts. “Every pitcher we 

saw (in Phoenix) was like 
every ace around here. It was 
nice to get that head start. 
I think it took away the two 
weeks at the start of the sea-
son when you feel like you’re 
trying to find your rhythm. 

“I feel more comfortable at 
the plate than I have been in 
the past because of that.”

Mitchell has already shown 
he’s in top form.

“I feel like I’ve worked hard 
and definitely have improved 
myself,” Mitchell said. “I’m hit-
ting spots with my off-speed 
pitches. I’ve always been able 
to spot a fast ball. Now, I’ve 
got good off-speed pitches 
and good movement.”

The 6-foot-4, 205-pound 
Mitchell enjoyed a banner 
year last summer for his 
travel ball team, Arkansas 
Prospects. He threw a no-hit-
ter and struck out 14 in his 
debut with the Prospects, 
who feature three additional 
Razorback commits and a 
trio of Kentucky commits.

Once Mitchell was intro-
duced to Arkansas pitching 
coach Wes Johnson last sum-
mer, there was strong mutual 
interest. Eventually, it became 
an easy decision for Mitchell 
to tell the Razorbacks he 
wanted to be part of their 
program.

“As soon as I started 
talking to (Johnson), I fell 
in love with his approach to 
mechanics, how he likes to 
teach the game and his ener-
gy and enthusiasm,” Mitchell 
said. “When my (Prospects) 
coach got me on the phone 
and said, ‘You just got offered 
a scholarship to Arkansas,’ 
my heart started pounding. 
Everything they do there is 
everything I wanted. It was an 
offer I couldn’t turn down.

“After the year they had last 
year, being one out from the 
national championship, to go 
to a school like that means 
a lot to me. And, the SEC is 
where I’ve always wanted to 
play.”

Among the other scholar-
ship offers Mitchell received 
were from Missouri State and 
Kentucky.

“When Missouri State of-
fered me, I had to think about 
that because of how close 
they are,” he said. 

In addition to Reid and 
Mitchell, Nixa features Mis-
souri Southern State signee 
Hunter Crabtree, Pitt State 
commit Kinson Michel and 
Three Rivers signees Jake 
Uber and Brandon Teter.

With so much talent, the 
Eagles’ expectations are 
naturally high.

“We have two guys who can 
play every position,” Mitchell 
said. “Our pitching depth is 
crazy and our defense is rock 
solid.” 

“The goal is to win a 
District championship,” 
Reid added. “Coach (Jason) 
Daugherty will put us in the 
best position we can be in to 
win it.”

Mitchell, Reid poised 
for breakout years
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By Pat Dailey
patd@ccheadliner.com

HeadlinerSports

N ixa coach Jason Daugherty dou-
bles as the Eagles’ primary batting 
practice pitcher and has a durable 

enough arm that he can get through all of 
their hitters.

“He’s probably the only coach around who 
can chuck 500 pitches a day,” outfielder Sal 
Scalise said. 

Daugherty related his pitching arm was a 
bit sore earlier this week. Whenever his arm 
does need a day of rest, he certainly has 
plenty of options among his pitching staff to 
provide Nixa’s hitters prime batting practice.

“I have confidence in a lot of our pitchers,” 
Daugherty said. “We have a deep staff and 
they’re talented.”

Many of the Eagles’ pitchers already 
have earned the opportunity to extend their 
careers beyond high school. Daugherty 
has four hurlers who have already signed a 
college letter of intent or have given a verbal 
commitment.

That group includes Isaac Mitchell (Arkan-
sas commit), Brandon Teter (Three Rivers 
signee), Kinson Michel (Pitt State commit) 
and Jake Uber (Three Rivers signee).

In addition, Ace Akers earned the Eagles’ 
Opening Day start and has posted a win and 
a save in his two appearances.

“Our pitching staff is as strong as it’s been 
in a while,” said Uber, who struck out six in 
three shutout innings against Strafford in his 
first start.

“I think our pitching is going to give us a 
big edge on a lot of teams because of our 
depth,” Scalise said. “We can have a lot of 
great relievers come in and get the job done.”

“When they’re in the zone, they’re going 
to be tough,” Daugherty added. “It’s early, so 
we’re still in limbo of how good we are.”

Nixa is off to a 3-0 start entering Thurs-
day’s contest with Rogersville at U.S. Base-
ball Park.

The Eagles’ only returning .300 hitter 
from last season is catcher Joe Reid, who 
batted .351 as a sophomore. But runs have 
been plentiful early on. Daugherty’s bunch is 
averaging 8.3 runs a game.

He’s confident his hitters will prove to be 
productive and versatile.

“We can drive the ball in the gaps and play 
some small ball, too,” Daugherty said. “We’re 
going to have to do what we need to do to 
win, one way or another.”

Daugherty added his has depth to work 
with in his lineup, as well.

“I’m trying to put a good lineup together 
and will tinker with it probably throughout the 
season,” he said. “There are going to be main 
guys who are in there every day. Some of the 
other guys, we’ll try to ride the hot hand. If 
they’re getting it done, they’ll be in. If they’re 
not hot, they’ll get a chance as a pinch-hitter.”

Options around the infield are Michel, Isaiah 
Engelman, Evann Long and Bryant Avery and 
the outfield has been made up of Scalise, 
Hunter Crabtree and Brayden Leggett.

Defense will also factor in Daugherty’s 
lineup.

"Our defense is going to be solid,” he said. 
“We’ve got some guys who can play good ‘D.’ 
Some guys are little better defenders than 
hitters and some guys are better hitters than 
defenders.”

Eagles' pitchers feature 
quality and quantity

Photo credit: Pat Dailey/Headliner News
Nixa’s baseball team includes (front row, l-r) Brayden Leggett, Kinson Michel, Evann Long, Ben Belcher, Cole Fleischman, Evan Saeger, Sal Scalise, (mid-
dle row, l-r) Cameron Toomey, Joe Reid, Zeke Berman, Bryant Avery, Hayden Lock, Ace Akers, Jake Jost, Devon Roach, (back row, l-r) Caleb Crockett, 
Hunter Crabtree, Tanner Chapman, Isaac Mitchell, Isaiah Engelman, Blake Bridges, Jake Uber, Brandon Teter, Ryan Cram and Krew Schmitt.
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Eagles' netters  
eye improvement

By Pat Dailey
patd@ccheadliner.com

HeadlinerSports

Garrett Robertson assumes the 
No. 1 singles slot for Nixa this 
season as the Eagles welcome 

back four players from their top six a 
year ago.

Robertson was at No. 2 singles as 
a freshman and Eagles coach Slade 
Snowden hopes he’s ready for the 
jump to No. 1.

“For him being so young, the mental 
aspect is the most important aspect,” 
Snowden said. “That’s hard to coach 
and teach. But with age comes with 
maturity. Hopefully, that’s what we’re 
looking at with him, added skills and 
mental toughness.

“He’s got a good swing pattern and 

technical ability. He’s not the biggest 
kid. But you look at some of the best 
athletes and they’re not always the 
biggest.”

Joining Robertson in singles play will 
be returnees Tanner Barnes, Garrett 
Jarvis and Mark Meads.

“Mark is  a senior who was No. 5 last 
year,” Snowden said. “He has worked 
his way up.”

Snowden thinks Barnes gained valu-
able experience a year ago, when he 
was promoted from the jayvee to the 
varsity late in the season.

“Tanner stepped up when we had a 
player get hurt,” Snowden said. “He was 
able to play some No. 6 singles for us, 
after being on jayvee most of the year. 
He’s been putting in more time, getting 
in more tournaments and I’m looking 

for consistency and better tennis from 
him.” 

Snowden is open-minded about how 
his doubles teams will shape up. 

“It will be interesting to see how 
it plays out. We’ll adjust during the 
course of the year,” he said. “We may 
have some ideas we think might work. 
We’ll see who meshes well. I’ve got 
some taller players who may not be 
singles players, but potentially could 
play doubles,” he said. 

“I’m not one who necessarily goes 
straight down the line (1-6) for dou-
bles. It will be about what is best for 
the team. I could go 1-3, 2-4, 5-6 or 
start at 1-4 and spread it out. A lot of 
times it might be about how best can 
we strategize our doubles teams to be 
most effective.”
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Nixa's tennis team 
includes (front row, 
l-r) Nick Suntken, 
Trey Hartwell, Blake 
Staley, Brody Ball, 
Jayden Roesler, 
Landon Myers, 
Kobe Harris, Tanner 
Barnes, Austin 
Gough, (middle row, 
l-r) Cade Horning, 
Dallin Attwooll, 
Zander Thatcher, 
Isaac Forbis, Dakon 
Onnen, Asher 
Speaks, Gabe Keck-
ler, Zach Vaughan, 
(back row, l-r) coach 
Slade Snowden, 
Carter Grantham, 
Roman Manasseri, 
Garrett Jarvis, 
Ethan Armstrong, 
Garrett Robertson, 
Jaylin Onnnen, Mark 
Meads, Evan Breuer, 
Michael Meads, 
Edward Eiche, 
Brady Vaughan, 
Cullen Stoelzel 
and assistant Jason 
Shepherd.

Pat Dailey/ 
Headliner News 
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Q: What is your birth date and where were you born?
Robertson: My birth date is 8/29/02 and I was born in Dallas. I 

was 10 years old when we moved to Nixa. I was living in Wiley, Texas, 
when we moved. I didn’t know anything about Nixa before I came 
here. All my parents told me was that we were going to a fun town. 
My Dad (Scott) grew up here and went to Kickapoo My Mom (Lori) 
grew up in Woodward, Oklahoma. 

  
Q: Who is your favorite professional tennis player?

Robertson: Roger Federer has been my favorite since I 
started playing. I model my forehand after him and it seems 
to work for me. When I play, I think of him. He’s the greatest 
of all time. 

Q: What is your favorite TV show?
Robertson:: It’s got to be “Impractical Jokers.” Joe 

(Gatto) is really funny. He always says the dumbest 
stuff.  

Q: What are some of your hobbies away from sports?
Robertson: I’m big into jeeps. I’m a tinker. I sit in 

the garage and work on my jeep and hang out.  I watch 
rock-climbing videos. They call them rock-bouncers. They’re 
completely custom and have 40-inch tires. They’re beasts. We 
go to a rock-climbing place Seymour. It’s really fun. I try to stay 
out of the mud because it’s not very much cleaning out the 
inside of the jeep.

Q: How do you compare indoors tennis to outdoors tennis?
Robertson: Indoors is a lot more fast-paced. The floor is usually a 

lot more slick. Outdoors, it’s a lot grippier. You have to withstand the 
elements, so the play is a lot slower.

Q: What do you prefer, singles play or doubles?
Robertson: I like doubles a lot, but I’m kind of more about being 

on my own. 

Q: What is your type of music?
Robertson: I listen to a lot of stuff, Juice Wrld mainly. 

He ’s my favorite rapper. Rap music is my favorite kind of 
music. I’m always listening to music before I do anything. 
I always have music jamming in my jeep before I go 
anywhere. 

Q: Which social media  
do you prefer?

Robertson: I use Snapchat to 
talk to my friends.

Q: What do you drive?
Robertson: A ’99 XJ 

Cherokee. My dream ride is a ’99 
Cherokee, that’s what I’m building 

right now. 

By Pat Dailey
patd@ccheadliner.com

HeadlinerSports

Headliner sports editor Pat Dailey 
engaged in a Q’s and A’s session with Nixa 
senior soccer player Garrett Robertson:

with Nixa tennis player 
Garrett Robertson

123 Imagery 
Photography

$125 
Senior 

Sessions

417-630-9600

Booking 
throughout 

2019! 

photos123imagery@icloud.com 55
30

95
s

55
39

64
hb 3/25/2019



 2019 Spring Sports Magazine • N the Zone - 15

Pat Dailey/Headliner News

Nixa’s bowling team includes (front row, l-r) Jacob Lee, Cameron Burger, Leah Body, Luke Elleman, Adam Parton (middle row, 
l-r) Degan Bates, Cory Guerra, Samantha Gearing, Millie Richardson, Ethan Fuller, (back row, l-r) Jake Carpenter, Hayden Hicker 
and coach David Evans.

By Pat Dailey
patd@ccheadliner.com

HeadlinerSports

As the strikes added up for Cory 
Guerra during the Show-Me High 
School Bowling League, he kept his 

composure enough to finish strong once he 
finally had to settle for a spare.

Guerra, a Nixa senior, turned in a 246 
after opening with six straight strikes.

“When you see that many strikes on the 
board, you can freak out and start thinking, 
‘Oh, is this going to be the 300 game?’” 
said Guerra, whose career-high is 259. “But 
you’ve got to put yourself in a different state 
of mind after five or six strikes in a row. At 
that point, it’s about one ball at a time and 
keeping yourself calm.”

Guerra also recorded a 223 to lead Nixa 
to a pair of wins.

“Cory’s having an up and down year. But 
he really turned it around today,” coach Da-
vid Evans said. “He had a phenomenal day.”

The Eagles maintained their perch alone 
in second place in the Show-Me League 
behind first-place Glendale. After five weeks 
of action, Nixa owns a W-L record of 135.5-
20.5, while Glendale is 137-18.

Guerra appreciates the teamwork in place 
with him and his teammates.

“I really like to work as a team,” he said. 
“One thing I’ve learned throughout each 
year of bowling is it’s about working as a 
team. If you’re not in a team state of mind, 
you’re being selfish and could throw bad 
balls you shouldn’t be throwing.”

He adds he can count on his teammates 
to pick him up and vice-versa.

“Our communication is very strong,” 
Guerra said. “One of my downfalls is getting 
down on myself if I hit three spares in a row. 
I feel like I’m not hitting the pocket and can 
stress out and begin to think, 'Why am I not 
getting a strike?' It’s all been a team effort. 
Your team members get you to where you 
are. Everyone’s supportive of me, just like I’m 
supportive of them. That’s Nixa is all about, 
we’re a community that helps each other.” 

Guerra is proud of the improvement he 
and his teammates have made.

“I didn’t play much as a sophomore. But 
I slowly worked my way up while I was 
learning,” he said. “There’s a lot to learn in 
bowling. I was a one-hander when I first 
started. Now, I’m a two-hander. That was a 
big change. I did that in only two months. It 
took a lot of work. 

“My sophomore year to junior year I saw 
big improvement and even now, I see more 
improvement every week I come out here. 
I see it not just in me, but everyone else. 
They’re putting their hearts into it, just like 
I am.”

Guerra feels he has that elusive 300 
game in his future and hopes it’s in his 
immediate future and specifically at Century 
Lanes.

“I’d like to see it happen this season,” he 
said. “I hope I can do it here at my home 
lanes.”

Another top performer is Jake Carpenter, 
whose average has been in the high 190s.

Evans shares the coaching duties with 
Shannon Burns.

“He does a phenomenal job with them,” 
Evans said. “He gets in their face when they 
need to have an attitude adjustment and 
pats them on the back when they’ve done 
something well.”

Nixa is vying for a return trip to State, to 
be held in May.

“We’re turning it on when we need to,” Ev-
ans said. “These kids are in a bowling lane 
every day. We preach to them the more you 
re focused and have fun with it, the better 
your scores are going to be.”

Bowlers value support of teammates
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Tracksters strive for COC championships
By Pat Dailey

patd@ccheadliner.com
HeadlinerSports

T
his is one of Nixa track coach Lance 
Brumley’s favorite times of the year, as his 
Eagles and Lady Eagles prep for Friday’s 

home-opening Border Clash.
“The start of the season gets you pumped up,” 

Brumley said. “The unknown for me is exciting. 

What can we do? What’s going to happen? 
We’d like to compete for the conference 
championship boys and girls.  At the top of 
the conference, it’s pretty deep with Carthage, 
Joplin and Ozark.”

The start of Nixa’s track season unofficially 
was pushed up by a couple of months, as the 
Eagles and Lady Eagles took part in indoor 
meets at Missouri Southern, Central Missouri 
and Pitt State during the winter.

Brumley liked the momentum the indoor 
season created for his group and would like 
to see the energy carry over to the spring.

“(Indoor track) has been around for a while 
even though it isn’t an official MSHSAA 
(season),” Brumley said. “We’d never done 
it before. The year we did. We had a lot of 
kids — sophomores though seniors — who 
really enjoyed it. We’re hoping to build on that 
excitement.”
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Tracksters strive for COC championships

Pat Dailey/
Headliner 
News

On the girls side, the Lady Eagles have 
standouts in Allison Brumley in the hurdles, Lily 
Simmons in the high jump and Mackenzie Ihasz 
in the 400.

Brumley is a returning State qualifier in the 
100 hurdles. She was sixth at State in last year. 
Ihasz is back after making State last year in the 
400.

Ihasz, Alexis Adams, Brumley and Raegan 
Thomason will form a promising 4 x 400 relay.

Alicen Ashley, a freshman who made State in 
cross country in the fall, figures to shine in the 
1,600 and 3,200.

On the boys side, the Eagles welcome back 
returning State qualifiers Luke Roemen in the 
high jump and Josh Odom in the javelin. Roe-
men was 11th at State last year, while Odom 
was 13th.

Brumley likes the potential of Jared Breig and 
William Wheeler in the 400. Breig and Wheeler 

teamed up with Christian Procell and Elliot Ruhl 
to earn a State berth in the 4 x 400 relay last 
year.

Look for Ruhl to score plenty of points for 
Nixa.

“He can run in the 400, 4 x 400, the shorter 
sprints, he can do the field events and is an ac-
complished pole vaulter,” Brumley said. “He’s our 
a jack of all trades and has aspirations of being 
a decathlete at Missouri Southern.”
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Brumley has added  
      spring in her step

By Pat Dailey
patd@ccheadliner.com

HeadlinerSports

A llison Brumley feels likes she’s off to a head start for her 
senior season and in fact the Nixa senior already owns two 
wins over her rival, Kickapoo’s Jaden Wiley.

Nixa’s inaugural indoor track season 
that included trips to Arkansas, Mizzou, 
Missouri Southern and Pitt State, was 
an overwhelming success for Brumley. 
She got the best of Wiley in the 100 
hurdles at two meets.

“She’s really fast and talented and 
has been ahead of me the past two 
years,” Brumley said of Wiley, a Kick-
apoo junior. “I beat her during the in-
door season, once was head-to-head 
and the other in a prelim (in different 
heats). I thought the indoor season was 
a lot of fun. We trained every day. We 
were outdoors sometimes when it 
was really cold or we trained in-
side anywhere we could.

“I feel like I’m 
already starting off 
the (outdoor) season 
in a better place than 
I was last year at this 
time. I’m in better 
shape and I’m 
hungry for success 
more than I was 
last year. I’m excit-
ed and ambitious. 
I want to go back 
to State and do 
better than last 
year.”

Brumley was 
sixth at State in 
the 100 hurdles 
a year ago with a 
personal-record 
time of 15.18.

She takes comfort in knowing her journey toward a possible repeat 
State berth will include Wiley more often than not. Nixa and Kickapoo 
compete at the same meets most weeks.  

Brumley says Wiley, who was fifth at State with a 14.77 last year, 
brings out the best in her. While building a rivalry, they’ve become 
friends.

“I see her at about 11 out of the 13 meets we go to and the hurdle 
community is kind of small in this area. There’s not a lot of us,” 

Brumley said. “If I didn’t run with her, I’d probably be a lot slower 
overall. She really pushes me. That’s obvious by our times. If I run 
a race without her in it, I’m usually three-tenths of a second slower 
than I am in a race with her.  I’m thankful for her, but at the same 
time I want to beat her.

“We’re super competitive with each other. I’m hoping to take 
her down and then move on to State to take on even more elite 
hurdlers. But we still have a lot of fun with each other. We’re 
good friends.” 

Brumley figures it’s probably not realistic to try to chase down 
defending 100 hurdles state champion Michelle Owens, of Mc-

Cluer North. Owens was clocked in 13.86 as a sophomore last year. 
Columbia Rock Bridge’s Tyra Wilson, who beat Owens twice last 

year, is also back, after false-starting at Districts last year.
Those two could make the 100 hurdles field at State 
formidable by anyone’s standards. If Brumley can reach 

her goal, she conceivably could be in line for a 
top-three finish at State.

“I’m looking to cut my PR down to 14.7 or 
maybe even 14.5. But 14.5 might be a long 
shot,” she said. “Those times have been 
benchmarks for me for quite a while. I’m 
wanting to hit 14.7. and know I can do it.”

Brumley points to Nixa assistants 
Brenda Boots and Richard Perez as 
being instrumental in her success.

“Getting out of the blocks is one of 
my (strengths) and I trained a lot on 
that with coach Boots my freshman 
and sophomore years,” Brumley 
said. “She taught me how to come 
out of the blocks quickly. Coach 
Perez taught me my hurdles form. 
Combining what those two know 
has made me a state-qualifying 

sprinter. Lucky for me, I had the 
pieces here to do it.”

Allison Brumley 
was sixth at 
State last year in 
the 100 hurdles.

Pat Dailey/ 
Headliner News
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Nixa’s fishing team includes (front row, l-r) Austin Whitehill, Bradley Vorse, Christopher Britz, Aidan Ward, Afton Hookins, Conner Moore, Hayden Thur-
man, (middle row, l-r) Brandt Miller, Brady House, Rylon Evnas, Landrey Miller, Anthony Lehmann, Dalton Black, Egidry Tresilcock, Brandon Middleton, 
(back row, l-r) Samuel Brown, Justin McCarthy, Dawson Heppner, Gunner Ellingsworth, Carson Young, Lane Brown, Jason Tinker and Dylan Chambers.

Fishing team casting  
on its favorite lakes
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By Pat Dailey
patd@ccheadliner.com

HeadlinerSports

B rady House proved himself as 
the Nixa fishing team’s leader in 
pre-season skills tests for the 

second straight year and he’s still just a 
freshman.

“I’ve done good with the skills compe-
titions. I’m pretty good at casting,” House 
said. “But there were a lot of people with 
good scores. My score was 58 and the 
scores behind me were 56 and 54.  So, 
there were a couple people really close 
to beating me.”

The skills tests consisted of casting, 
knot-tying, flipping and pitching.

Coach Scott Sparkman hopes the 
competitions carry over to a banner year 
for the Eagles.

Nixa has 26 members of its high 
school and junior high fishing teams. 

“Since we added the junior high 
program, we’ve had a lot of interest,” 
Sparkman said. “That’s helped with our 
numbers. Over the five years I’ve been 
doing this, we’ve had only a couple kids 
bow out. It appears they’re learning and 
excited about it. That’s what it’s all about, 
getting them excited about fishing.

“This year (MSHSAA) is separating the 
junior high and high school teams into 
two divisions,” he added. “If the junior 
high teams want to compete against the 
high school kids, they can move up. But 

once they commit to that, they have to 
stay there.”

Sparkman expects tournaments to 
include up to 320 boats consisting of 
640 competitors.

Nixa will take part in tournaments at 
Lake of The Ozarks, Table Rock Lake, 
Bull Shoals Lake.

“Out of the three lakes we are fish-
ing at, my favorite is Table Rock,” Dylan 
Chambers said. “I’ve fished there more 
than any other lake. I love the rock struc-
ture in the lake and it’s got a bunch of 
submerged wood to fish around.” 

“Bull Shoals is my favorite, “House 
said. “That where I did my best last year. 
It was a lake I’d always wanted to fish at 
and I finally got to.”
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Logan Ayers 
takes part in the 
discus at the Nixa 
Throwers Meet.

Elizabeth Eastin 
lets loose a throw in 
the shot put.

Pitcher Ace Akers 
follows through on a 
delivery home. Ryan Cram bare-

hands a double off the 
center-field fence at 
U.S. Baseball Park.

Hunter McConnell 
works his way out of 
a sand trap.

Sam La 
Rocca 
follows 
through 
on a putt.

Katie 
Kamies 
breaks 
away from 
a defender 
on her way 
to a goal.

Hannah 
Lannutti 
battles for 
possession 
of the ball.


