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‘Our 
teams 
play forSomething

than 
themselves’GreaterGreater

Returning talent, exciting newcomers 
look to continue the strong tradition 

of Nixa Eagles basketball.

Jeff Kessinger • Headliner News

N
ixa High School’s boys 
basketball program has 
been an apex predator 
in southwest Missouri in 
the last 10 years, with 

nine straight 20-win seasons, six 
district titles, fi ve Blue & Gold 

Championships and appearances 
in both the state quarterfi nals 

and state championship 
game. You don’t achieve 

that longevity without 
rebuilding and reloading, 

which is exactly 
what coach Jay 

Osborne’s Eagles 
will be doing 

this season.

Nixa’s Braeden Combs 
swoops in for a layup in 
a game against Glendale 
last season. Combs had 
a breakout season as a 

sophomore and returns to 
help anchor the Eagles’ 
backcourt this winter.

Continued page 4

BACK ON TOP
Nixa soccer reclaimed district glory in 2017, defeating arch rival Ozark 2-0 in the 
Class 4 District 10 championship game, at Eagle Stadium. Senior goalie Jakob 
Price shut the Tigers out, making several big saves in the fi rst half, and Jacob 
Romero teamed up with Hunter Daniels for the game-winning goal. That came in 
the 56th minute, as Romero played a diagonal ball from left to right through the 18-
yard box to Daniels. He tucked it inside the far post for a 1-0 lead. Daniels set up 
the second goal by drawing a penalty kick just two minutes later. Brady Harrison 
took the kick, bleating the keeper to the far post to provide the fi nal score. Nixa 
ended its season with a 2-1 loss to Kickapoo in the Class 4 sectionals. Kickapoo 
went on to qualify for the state championships, where it fi nished fourth. The Eagles 
went 16-9 on the season, including a perfect 8-0 run through the Central Ozark 
Conference. How dominant were the Eagles in league play? They outscored their 
opponents by a combined 34-10. Daniels, a junior, Harrison and Romero all earned 
fi rst team all-COC honors. Senior Jacob Voi and juniors Ethan Pellegren and Tyler 
Stoneberger were named to the all-COC second team. Daniels and Harrison were 
also named to the Class 4 all-region team, covering southeast, central and south-
west Missouri, by the Missouri High School Soccer Coaches Association.
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LEADERS OF THE PACK
Nixa’s cross-country teams continued their run as elite programs in southwest 
Missouri, qualifying runners for both the sectional and state championships. 
The Eagles took second place in Class 4 District 5 boys team standings to 
qualify as a group for sectionals. Nixa placed six runners in the top 30, led 
by junior Blake Procell and senior Brendan Fusco, who fi nished 11th and 
12th. Fellow senior Francis Shott was 16th and sophomore Eros Sustaita 
19th to give Nixa four runners in the top 20. Luke Herman fi nished 22nd for 
coach Lance Brumley and Ryan Meadows was 26th. Both are seniors. Todd 
Jones took 39th. On the girls’ side, Nixa fi nished fi fth in the team standings. 
Three Eagles qualifi ed for sectionals, led by junior Mackenzie Ihasz, who 
fi nished 11th place. Annslee Glenn, also a junior, was 27th. Freshman 
Hannah Meadows claimed the 30th and fi nal qualifying spot. All six of Nixa’s 
runners fi nished in the top 60. Seniors Lisette Perez and Charisma Graham 
were 33rd and 40th, respectively. Freshman Alyssa Murphy fi nished 60th. 
Nixa nearly qualifi ed as a team for state, coming up 14 points shy of the 
fourth, and fi nal, qualifying slot at the sectional meet. Still, Procell, Sustaita 
and Meadows all fi nished in the top 30 to qualify for state. There, Sustaita 
fi nished 41st overall to lead the way. Procell was 83rd and Meadows 140th.

MR. ALL-STATE
Dan Brinck fi nished his Nixa High School swimming career right where he be-
longed: On the pool deck at the St. Peter’s Rec-Plex with an all-state medal around 
his neck. There were actually two medals around his neck, as he fi nished third in 
Class 2 State Championships in the 200-yard freestyle, with a time of 1 minute, 
42.88 seconds, and third in the 100-yard freestyle. His time in that race was 46.88 
seconds, just .2 seconds behind St. Louis University High’s Joseph Feder. Fellow 
senior JD Jedlicka earned honorable mention all-state honors in the 100-yard 
butterfl y. He fi nished 13th in the prelims, with a time of 54.45. Fellow senior Isaac 
Daigle turned in an honorable mention all-state performance as well, fi nishing 
14th in the prelims of the 200-yard freestyle. Daigle just missed the fi nals of the 
500-yard freestyle for coach Pete Hill. His time of 4:59.33 placed him 18th. The 
top 16 qualifi ed for the championship round. Ilya Balyuk, a freshman, fi nished 25th 
in the 100-yard backstroke preliminaries. The Eagles earned all-state honors in the 
200-yard freestyle and honorable mention all-state in the 400-yard freestyle relay. 
Nixa was 27th in the 200-yard medley relay. Brinck also won a pair of titles at the 
Southwest Missouri Championships, taking fi rst in both the 200-yard freestyle and 
100-yard freestyle. He was second in the Central Ozark Conference in the 100-
yard freestyle; Balyuk was second in the 100-yard backstroke at that event.
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Continued from page 3
“We graduated some really good seniors, but we will replace them with 

exciting quality players,” Osborne said. “We will have good shooters, ball 
handlers and passers. When we can get this group to work on the defen-
sive end, we will be solid.”

Those seniors included all-state forward Christian Bundy, who is now 
on the roster at Missouri Southern State University. He averaged nearly 
17 points and six rebounds per game. Point guard Seth Viebrock, an 
all-district and all-Central Ozark Conference selection, is at College of the 
Ozarks. He posted nearly 11 points and six assists per game last winter. 
Power forward Austin Bracker and guard Evan Bergmann were also 
signifi cant contributors last season.

The heart of the Nixa offense resides in the backcourt this season, 
with returning starters Nathan Elmer (6-foot- senior) and Braeden 
Combs (6-foot-2 junior). Osborne calls Elmer, a shooting guard, Nixa’s 
best defensive player.

“He’s a tremendous competitor; a leader on and off the court,” Osborne 
said. “He played well down the stretch last season and hit several big treys 
against Republic in the district fi nals.”

Elmer averaged nearly seven points per game and sank 37 3-pointers.
Combs, too, is listed as a shooting guard, though he has the abilities to 

play the point. He had an eye-opening sophomore campaign, beginning 
the season with Most Valuable Player Honors at the Missouri Basketball 
Coaches Association’s Hall of Fame Classic. Combs went for just more 
than 10 points per night and hit 40 shots from long-range.

Those numbers earned him all-district and third team all-COC acco-
lades.

Taile n Canady is the only other major varsity contributor returning from 
last winter. The 6-foot-4 senior brings athleticism, length and size to the 
lineup. He also brings a great 3-point shot, which Nixa will rely on more 
this year.

“This group will play unselfi sh and will have the ability to place the team 
above their own stats,” Osborne said. “Getting this team to believe in each 
other should not be an issue.”

A small pool of returning talent means plenty of opportunities for varsity 
newcomers, including a quartet of seniors. Max Bilbrey is a 6-foot-7 post 
with a long wingspan and emerging post skills. Tanner Hartman (6-foot-
4) is also in the mix, as are Masen Gideon (6-foot-2) and Jack Sanders 
(6-foot-2).

Juniors on the varsity roster are Isaiah Engelman (6-foot-4), Brandon 
Gordon (5-foot-11) and Luke Roemen (6-foot-4). Freshmen Jason Jones 
(6-foot-4) and Kaleb Wofford (6-foot-2) will also fi gure into the mix.

Once again, Osborne has not made things easy with the Eagles’ sched-
ule. They play in the Arvest Classic, at Parkview, early in the year and take 
part in the Ozark Mountain Shootout, facing St. Louis Confl uence Prep 
Dec. 8. The Blue & Gold Tournament will be played Dec. 26-29, while the 
annual Nixa Invitational Tournament is slated Jan. 25-27.

Big non-conference games loom against Blue Springs South, Har-
rison, Lee’s Summit and St. Louis University High as well as local games 
with Glendale and Kickapoo. The Class 5 District 12 Tournament — 
which includes Carthage, Joplin and Republic — will be at Neosho Feb. 
24-March 2.

Standards are high at Nixa because of the rich tradition in the basket-
ball program. The Eagles have won six COC championships in the last 10 
years and are averaging 24 wins per season during the run against just 
fi ve defeats. And they’re doing it against some of the top programs in the 
area. Nixa has gotten the better of programs like Kickapoo (11-6), Ozark 
(13-1), Republic (12-2), Rogersville (11-0) and 
Glendale (10-0).

Last year’s squad went 25-4 and 
defeated Republic 52-48 to win the 
program’s fourth straight district 
championship. Nixa’s season ended 
in the sectional round of the state 
playoffs with a loss to Kickapoo, 
the eventual third-place fi nisher in 
Class 5.

 “One of the greatest quali-
ties our basketball program has 
embraced over the years is having 
players that understand how 
important their teammates are,” 
Osborne said. “Our teams play for 
something greater than them-
selves, they play for our school, our 
community, and our program.  This 
year’s team will be able to add to our 
proud basketball tradition.”

Nixa senior Tailen Canady 
defends a shot during a 

game last winter. Canady is 
one of three varsity regulars 
returning this season for the 
Eagles. he adds athleticism, 
length and perimeter shoot-

ing to the lineup.

JV/VARSITY: Max Bilbrey, Tailen Canady, Braeden Combs, Nathan Elmer, Isaiah Engelman, Mason 
Gideon, Brandon Gordon, Tanner Hartman, Jason Jones, Luke Roemen, Jack Sanders, Kaleb Wofford 
and Carson Young.

FRESHMEN: Ace Akers, Tanner Collard, Aaron Engleman, Tanner Hartman, Evann Long, Josh Mason and Eros 
Sustaita.
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Experienced - and young - Eagles 
ready to chase district championship.

Jeff Kessinger • Headliner News

A flock of fl edgling Eagles saw varsity 
minutes last winter for coach Jennifer 
Perryman. She hopes that playing time 

will pay big dividends for a more mature Nixa 
High School girls’ basketball squad in 2017-18.

“We gained a lot of valuable experience last 
year being so young. We were battle tested 
every night we took the fl oor,” Perryman said. “I 
think that will help us tremendously this season. 
Our kids are very dedicated to achieving success 
in all aspects of life. I look to see their hard work 
come to fruition this year.”

Nixa graduated just three seniors from last 
year’s roster, though two of them were signifi -
cant varsity contributors. Lakyn Wools was a 
tenacious post defender and rebounder, and 
was named to the Central Ozark Conference’s 
all-Defensive Team. Guard Paige Wells — who 
signed with Central Methodist University — 
provided leadership and 3-point shooting. Kiera 
Muckey, a forward, signed to play at Evangel 
University.

But the Eagles return a trio of starters from 
last year’s squad, which went 12-15 overall and 
advanced to the district championship game. 
That includes sophomore guard Emily Edwards, 
a fi rst team all-district performer who averaged 
more than 11 points and two assists per game. 
Junior Kelsey Biro is second among return-
ing scorers, at more than eight points and two 
rebounds per game. She checks in at 6 feet, but 
has the tools to play on the wing and provide an 
outside scoring threat.

There’s plenty of height on the front line for 
Nixa, with seniors Bissett Michaelson (6 feet) 
and Halley Wiggins (5-foot-11). Wiggins is a 
force on the boards, averaging more than seven 
rebounds per game last season to go along with 
nearly seven points.

“We have a lot of returning players that got to 
see the fl oor last year, so I think everyone will 
be a lot more confi dent,” Wiggins said. “We have 

also been working hard during the off-season 
and have been improving so much that we are 
more comfortable with each other. I think this 
year we will mature even more and surprise a lot 
of people.”

Michaelson, meanwhile, averaged fi ve points 
and four rebounds as a junior.

“Our summer and preseason were really 
good and our team chemistry is very strong,” she 
said. “We are working to get stronger physically 
and all of these things will combine for a great 
season.”

Junior Lakin Copeland also returns with 
varsity experience. The 5-foot-7 guard went 
for more than four points and an assist each 
night and can provide defensive pressure. She 
averaged more than two steals per game as a 
sophomore.

Help will come in the form of fi ve varsity new-
comers, giving Nixa a deep bench to pull from. 
Junior Shyla Horgan (5-foot-9) and sophomore 
Kenzie Hines (5-foot-10) will help out in the 
paint; junior Allison Brumley and Drue Lawrence 
will add depth to the bench, as will sophomores 
Gabby Nielsen and Paige Sportsman.

Nixa’s schedule will be challenging, as always, 
including a trip to play in the KSA Classic, in Or-
lando, Florida. The Eagles will play at the ESPN 
Wide World of Sports Complex in that event. 
Non-conference foes include Springfi eld schools 
Glendale, Kickapoo and Parkview, as well as 
Olathe East, from Kansas, Rock Bridge, state 
power Skyline, Sullivan and West Plains

Nixa will again make an appearance in the 
Stephanie Phillips Classic, at Kickapoo, and play 
in the Pink & White Lady Classic after Christmas. 

The Eagles are in search of their fi rst district 
championship since winning back-to-back 
crowns in 2013 and 2014, and this year’s squad 
is eager to be the team that sends Nixa back 
into the state playoffs. Nixa will play in Class 5 
District 12 against Carthage, Joplin, Neosho 
and Republic. That tournament will be hosted by 
Neosho.

Experienced - and young - Eagles 
ready to chase district championship.

Jeff Kessinger • Headliner News

A flock of fl edgling Eagles saw varsity 
minutes last winter for coach Jennifer 
Perryman. She hopes that playing time 

will pay big dividends for a more mature Nixa 
High School girls’ basketball squad in 2017-18.

“We gained a lot of valuable experience last 
year being so young. We were battle tested 
every night we took the fl oor,” Perryman said. “I 
think that will help us tremendously this season. 
Our kids are very dedicated to achieving success 
in all aspects of life. I look to see their hard work 
come to fruition this year.”

Nixa graduated just three seniors from last 
year’s roster, though two of them were signifi -
cant varsity contributors. Lakyn Wools was a 
tenacious post defender and rebounder, and 
was named to the Central Ozark Conference’s 
all-Defensive Team. Guard Paige Wells — who 
signed with Central Methodist University — 
provided leadership and 3-point shooting. Kiera 
Muckey, a forward, signed to play at Evangel 
University.

But the Eagles return a trio of starters from 
last year’s squad, which went 12-15 overall and 
advanced to the district championship game. 
That includes sophomore guard Emily Edwards, 
a fi rst team all-district performer who averaged 
more than 11 points and two assists per game. 
Junior Kelsey Biro is second among return-
ing scorers, at more than eight points and two 
rebounds per game. She checks in at 6 feet, but 
has the tools to play on the wing and provide an 
outside scoring threat.

There’s plenty of height on the front line for 
Nixa, with seniors Bissett Michaelson (6 feet) 
and Halley Wiggins (5-foot-11). Wiggins is a 
force on the boards, averaging more than seven 
rebounds per game last season to go along with 
nearly seven points.

“We have a lot of returning players that got to 
see the fl oor last year, so I think everyone will 
be a lot more confi dent,” Wiggins said. “We have 

also been working hard during the off-season 
and have been improving so much that we are 
more comfortable with each other. I think this 
year we will mature even more and surprise a lot 
of people.”

Michaelson, meanwhile, averaged fi ve points 
and four rebounds as a junior.

“Our summer and preseason were really 
good and our team chemistry is very strong,” she 
said. “We are working to get stronger physically 
and all of these things will combine for a great 
season.”

Junior Lakin Copeland also returns with 
varsity experience. The 5-foot-7 guard went 
for more than four points and an assist each 
night and can provide defensive pressure. She 
averaged more than two steals per game as a 
sophomore.

Help will come in the form of fi ve varsity new-
comers, giving Nixa a deep bench to pull from. 
Junior Shyla Horgan (5-foot-9) and sophomore 
Kenzie Hines (5-foot-10) will help out in the 
paint; junior Allison Brumley and Drue Lawrence 
will add depth to the bench, as will sophomores 
Gabby Nielsen and Paige Sportsman.

Nixa’s schedule will be challenging, as always, 
including a trip to play in the KSA Classic, in Or-
lando, Florida. The Eagles will play at the ESPN 
Wide World of Sports Complex in that event. 
Non-conference foes include Springfi eld schools 
Glendale, Kickapoo and Parkview, as well as 
Olathe East, from Kansas, Rock Bridge, state 
power Skyline, Sullivan and West Plains

Nixa will again make an appearance in the 
Stephanie Phillips Classic, at Kickapoo, and play 
in the Pink & White Lady Classic after Christmas. 

The Eagles are in search of their fi rst district 
championship since winning back-to-back 
crowns in 2013 and 2014, and this year’s squad 
is eager to be the team that sends Nixa back 
into the state playoffs. Nixa will play in Class 5 
District 12 against Carthage, Joplin, Neosho 
and Republic. That tournament will be hosted by 
Neosho.

Experienced - and young - Eagles 
ready to chase district championship.

BattBattBattBattBattBattBattBattBattlllBattlBattBattBattlBattlBattlBattBattBattlBatt eeeeeeeeelelllelelelllelllleeeeeelelllelelelllel
TESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDTESTEDlll
TESTEDlll
TESTEDlll
TESTEDlll

Senior Bissett Michaelson, at 6 feet 
tall, will be counted on for scoring 
and defense in the lane this winter.
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Alexia Holden, Lexi Ingwerson, Katie Kamies, Sarah Seiden, Raegan Thomason, Emma Vincent, Adelyn Weaver and Tori Yantis.

Kelsey Biro, Allison Brumley, Lauren Canady, Lakin Copeland, Emily Edwards, Parker Heman, Kenzie Hines, Shyla Horgan, Alexia Holden, Lexi Ingwer-
son, Katie Kamies, Drue Lawrence, Julie Mason, Bisset Michaelson, Gabby Nielsen, Ellie Osborne, Sarah Seiden, Paige Sportsman, Raegan Thomason, 
Emma Vincent, Adelyn Weaver, Maddie Ward, Halley Wiggins and Tori Yantis.



It’s about
TEAM
There’s plenty of individual talent on Nixa’s wrestling roster. 
Now coach Dustin Martin wants his Eagles to fl y together.

Jeff Kessinger • Headliner News

Coach Dustin Martin’s expectations are high for Nixa’s 2017-18 wrestling season, and that has 
a lot to do with his senior class.

It’s an eight-member group, which he says is fi lled with quality wrestlers, including re-
turning state qualifi ers Donovan Benetti and Ozzie Garcia.

“We have some pretty quality seniors coming back this year that have put some good time 
in over the off-season, with freestyle training and training in general,” Martin said. “Not 
only are (the seniors) good wrestlers, but they also bring really good leadership into the 
wrestling room. They’ve been good leaders, they’ve been vocal and they’re setting 
the tone for the underclassmen.”

Garcia is back after fi nishing third in the state at 220 pounds last season and 
third in the Central Ozark Conference as a heavyweight. Martin expects him 
to wrestle at 220 this season. Garcia dropped his fi rst match at state last 
February, but reeled off fi ve straight wins to capture third.

“He had, in my eyes, just an incredible state tournament last year — 
and he looks better this year,” Martin said. “He came in the room at 
this time last year and looked a little bit rough. He came in this year 
and really surprised us. He looked great in practice right from the start. 
That was really encouraging. He’s a leader by example and effort.”

Benetti, meanwhile, was sixth in the state at 195 pounds and is the 
defending COC champion at that weight. His state tournament didn’t 
end like he wanted, leaving him hungry for his senior season.

“He lost to the eventual state champ, who went on to win a national 
title this summer, so we were wrestling a quality kid,” Martin said. 
“(Benetti’s) a year-round wrestler, he’s a die-hard wrestler. He trained 
all summer long and is an incredible athlete.”

That’s been a given with Benetti throughout his Nixa career. He’s 
added a new dimension this season, though.

“He’s surprised our entire staff with the level of 
leadership he’s brought into our room,” Martin 
said. “He’s always been a kid that’s worked hard 
and taken care of himself, but he’s really done 
an exceptional job this year being a leader to 
our younger kids and encouraging them and 
being a good teammate.”

Jordan Eli just missed joining Benetti and Gar-
cia at state, dropping his bubble match at districts at 
138 pounds. He fi nished second in the COC last sea-
son, surpassing the 100 career-victory mark in the process.

“He had a solid season, but we just couldn’t get it done at the 
district tournament,” Martin said. “He’s another kid that was faithful 
to the offseason, like he has been in the past, and I think he’s in 
a really good spot. He’s really pushing himself, getting out of his 
comfort zone and pushing his pace in practice.”

Last year’s fi nish and this year’s start have the expectations for 
Eli high, both from himself and the coaching staff.

“In my eyes, he needs to be a state placer this year. Not just a 

Nixa senior Ozzie 
Garcia works to 
turn an opponent 

during a match last 
season. Garcia had 
a phenomenal end 

to his junior season, 
winning fi ve straight 

matches to fi nish 
third in the state at 

220 pounds.

Continued on page 12
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qualifier, but someone who makes 
it into the medal rounds,” Martin 
said. “He’s that quality as a wrestler 
and he’s going to put it together 
during the season.”

Seniors Charles Hawkins and 
Chandler McAtee both finished 
fourth at last year’s COC tourna-
ment — at 145 and 132 pounds, 
respectively — and represented 
Nixa at the district tournament. 
Austin Davis, who finished sixth 
in the COC at 170 pounds also 
wrestled at districts. The Eagles’ 
senior class also includes Ryan 
Davis, Gus Hayes and Trevor Rock.

Hunter Christeson returns after 
qualifying for state at 106 pounds 
as a freshman. He finished fifth 
in the COC tournament, but man-
aged to wrestle his way to second 
place at districts and into the state 
tournament. Martin said Christeson 
is looking at moving up one weight 
class this season, to 113.

“He really had a breakout finish 
to his freshman season last year,” 
Martin said. “He’s going to have 
to put together another good 
season this year, but he’s at a good 
starting point. He made the state 
tournament last year, so I know 
his goals and expectations will be 
high. I don’t think anything will be a 

gimme for him. I think he’ll have to 
work hard for everything, just like 
he did last year.”

Fellow sophomore Ethan Shep-
herd is also back. He was seventh 
in the COC last season and partici-
pated in the district tournament.

Martin has several varsity 
newcomers who could make an 
impact this season, including 
sophomore DeSean Downs, a 
relative newcomer to the sport. He 
made big strides in a short period 
of time, though, and will battle for 
mat time in the 170-182-pound 
range, which is a competitive spot 
in Nixa’s wrestling room.

“He’s a big, tall, very athletic kid 
who knew virtually nothing about 
wrestling coming into last season, 
but has really worked hard in the 
weight room and the offseason to 
put himself in a position to com-
pete for a varsity spot,” Martin said.

A trio of freshmen could also log 
varsity matches this winter. Marek 
Davis, Kolyn Eli and Deagan Fugit 
all caught the coaching staff’s eyes 
in pre-season practices.

Davis is a two-time youth state 
champion who could factor in 
at 182 or 195 pounds. He’ll be 
workout partners with Benetti and 
Garcia, which will help him continue 
to grow in practice.

“He has high expectations for 
himself. I also have high expecta-
tions for him, but I’m also realistic 
that he is a freshman in an upper 
weight class, which is very difficult,” 
Martin said. “He’s going to be wres-
tling a lot of upperclassmen. I think 
he may not have the breakout year 
that he’s anticipating, but I do think 
he’s going to have a quality season 
and it’s going to set the tone for his 
high-school career this year.”

Fugitt is also a two-time youth 
state champion. He could take over 
for Christeson at the 106 slot.

“He’s actually been trying hard 
to get up to 106 pounds,” Martin 
said. “He’s a quality wrestler. His 
technique is solid and this could be 
a big year for him. It’s a step up to 
the physical pace of high-school 
wrestling, versus youth wrestling, 
but once he gets that figured out, 
he could have a good season.”

Eli, meanwhile, brings unique 
credentials to the Nixa roster. 
He’s not only a state medalist in 
Missouri youth wrestling, but he 
also qualified for the North Dakota 
state high-school tournament as 
a seventh-grader in North Dakota 
two years ago.

“The rules are a little different in 
some of the northern states,” Martin 
said. “He’s probably going to have 
a long, tough freshman season just 
because he is a freshman. But we 
do have high expectations for him.”

Rounding out the Nixa roster 
are juniors Logan Lewis, Dustin 
McCort, Brayden Middleton, Isaiah 
Murdie and Dylan Rust; sophomore 
Joe Simmons; and freshmen Dylan 
Carter, Matthew Gardner and 
Brock Manasseri. The Eagles’ num-
bers are down a bit this season, but 
Martin isn’t concerned.

“Our numbers aren’t large, but 
our quality is pretty decent,” Martin 
said. “We’re cut-and-dried at a 
couple of spots — like Benetti and 

Garcia — but for some of those 
other weights there’s some quality 
wrestlers fighting for spots. That’s 
a great position to be in as a coach. 
It makes our wrestling room more 
competitive and if we do have 
injuries and have to sit kids out, we 
don’t have a drop-off.”

It also helps that all of those 
wrestlers have experience in the 
sport. That’s not usually the case.

“We usually have a few who 
are new to wrestling,” Martin said. 
“We’ve been able to have a good 
pace to what we’re working on in 
practice. It’s really been a great 
start. Everybody’s got to get better, 
but it’s a good environment right 
now. Guys are working hard and 
having fun doing it. They’re easy to 
coach.”

Martin’s expectations haven’t 
changed for his team. He still 
wants to finish in the top three 
in the competitive COC, which 
includes six-time state champion 
Neosho, and he hopes to send four 
wrestlers to state and have three or 
four of them bring home medals.

“I feel like we’re competitive 
enough that if we can get a kid to 
the state tournament, the expecta-
tion should be to bring home some 
hardware with it,” he said.

But Martin’s biggest goals for the 
2017-18 season have nothing to 
do with tournaments and trophies 
and everything to do with creating 
a strong team atmosphere.

“I feel like that’s crucial. Wres-
tling’s kind of an individual sport, 
but it’s also a team sport as well,” 
he said. “I think we’ve done a good 
job individually lately, but I feel like 
the last couple of years we’ve kind 
of struggled with the team environ-
ment. I want them to compete as a 
team, rally around each other and 
be good teammates and, if we do 
that, I think it will help us in all of 
our other goals.”
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Continued from page 10

The 2017-18 Nixa High School wrestling team is: Donovan Benetti, Dylan Carter, Hunter Christeson, Austin Davis, Marek Davis, Ryan Davis, DeSean 
Downs, Jordan Eli, Kolyn Eli, Deagan Fugitt, Ozzie Garcia, Matthew Gardner, Charles Hawkins, Gus Hayes, Logan Lewis, Brock Manasseri, Chandler 
McAtee, Dustin McCort, Brayden Middleton, Isaiah Murdie, Trevor Rock, Dylan Rust, Ethan Sheperd and Joe Simmons.

NIXA WRESTLERS
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Jeff Kessinger • Headliner News

Olivia Stoneman fully plans on being in St. Peters in February 
for the Class 2 State Swimming Championships. She’d sure 
like some company from her Nixa teammates, though. And 

that’s the goal for the Eagles this winter.
“I’d really like to see her push those relays to make it to state,” Nixa coach 

Pete Hill said. “She’s going to be a core part of those relays and we’ll mix up the 
lineups. There are plenty of girls that have the opportunity to come out here and 

step it up and secure some of those relay spots.”
That’s because Nixa returns the bulk of its roster from last season. Stoneman 

teamed up with Kensey Frazee, Sloane Lawson and Malorie Teter to fi nish second in 
the Central Ozark Conference in the 200-yard medley relay. Frazee, Stoneman, Teter 

and Brianna Connell took fourth in the conference in the 200-yard freestyle relay. 
They all return this winter, as do Eden Heppner, Destiny Lucas and Reece Vess, 
who were fi fth in the COC in the 400-yard freestyle relay.

Tori Crandall and Tessa Nicholson also have relay experience, while 
Sara Baxter, Skyla Chitwood and Fiona Webster contributed at the 
varsity level in 2016-17.

“That was the core of the team last year,” Hill said. “We’ve got 
girls that came into the season in much better shape than I 
thought they were going to be, so I look forward to see-
ing what they can do — especially with the numbers 
we have this year.”

Nixa’s roster is more than 20 deep, including Lil-
lie Blevins, Emilia Bogun, Kailla Bowman, Sophia 
Cacciappo, Addisyn Epps, Alejandra Equireun, 
Ellie Jeff, Faith Kershaw, Magdalena Krol, Tia 
Skillman and Megan Turner.

“Several of them have been swimming 
year-round on and off,” Hill said. “This 
group came in with the attitude of 
wanting to do something with the size 
of a team. They’re really excited, so 
we’ll see how it goes this year.”

Stoneman, a junior, is already a 
veteran when it comes to state, 
having qualifi ed for multiple 

ROAD TRIP

ROAD TRIP Olivia Stoneman plans 
on returning to St. Peters 

for the state championships. 
She’d love to have some 

company from Nixa’s relay teams.

events as a freshman and a sophomore, earning a total of four all-state honor-
able mentions. She competed in both the 100-yard backstroke and 100-yard 
butterfl y, fi nishing 14th and 16th 

respectively. A top-eight fi nish — and all-state honors — are the goal this year. 
The only question is which events will she take to state?

“Her freestyle and backstroke look really, really good right now,” Hill said. 
“She’s as strong as we’ve got in the pool right now.”

Stoneman is the defending COC champion in both the 100-yard back-
stroke and the 100-yard butterfl y. She also won championships at the Ozarks 
Invitational (100-yard backstroke) and the Southwest Missouri Championships 
(100-yard butterfl y).

This is the fi rst season girls swimming will be split into two classes, with 
Nixa competing in Class 2, against the biggest schools in the state.

The Missouri State High School Activities Association also altered how 
individuals and relay teams qualify for state, with both automatic qualify-
ing cuts and consideration cuts. Hill gained some experience with that in 
the fall while coaching Nixa’s boys, but the new system makes it hard to 
predict what other individuals might qualify for the girls’ state meet.

“On the boys’ side we took a relay to state that I didn’t think was going 
to go, so there is that potential,” Hill said. “I don’t know what the strength 
of Class 2 is going to be. We’re going to have to wait and see. After the 
fi rst meet I could answer the question a lot better.”

It should be exciting in the pools for Nixa and one that is personally 
rewarding for Hill, who’s been around the program long enough to 
develop some good relationships with his swimmers .

“I’ve known some of them since they were this tall when I was 
coaching them with the Nixa Vipers in the summer league,” he said. 
“It’s fun to have seen them grow up and have some really good suc-
cess in the world of swimming.”

Sara Baxter, Lillie 
Blevins, Emilia Bo-
gun, Kailla Bowman, 
Sophia Cacciappo, 
Skyla Chitwood, 
Brianna Connel, Tori 
Crandall, Addisyn 
Epps, Alejandra 
Equireun, Kensey 
Frazee, Eden Hep-
pner, Ellie Jeff, Faith 
Kershaw, Magdalena 
Krol, Sloane Law-
son, Destiny Lucas, 
Tessa Nicholson, 
Tia Skillman, Olivia 
Stoneman, Malorie 
Teter, Megan Turner, 
Reece Vess, Fiona 
Webster.

Nixa's Malorie Teter swims the backstroke at the 
2017 SWMO Championships. She fi nished sixth in 
the Central Ozark Conference in that event last year 

and is aiming to fi nish even higher in 2018.
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