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2018
Volunteer 
of the Year

Janel Harris was honored as the 
Nixa Public Schools Volunteer 
of the Year for her work with 

Care to Learn.  Janel not only serves 
on the advisory council for Care To 
Learn-Nixa, she is also co-director of 
the weekend food bag program and 
serves on the Boots & Bling planning 
committee.

Janel has been instrumental to the 
success of the Care To Learn-Nixa 
chapter. When something needs to be 
done she is often the first to volunteer 
her time and effort. As co-director 
of the weekend food bag program, 
Janel is responsible for organizing at 
least twenty volunteers for each food 
bag packing date as well as food bag 
delivery to buildings throughout the 
district every week.

Janel also works long hours help-
ing with the annual Boots & Bling 
fundraising event, which has raised 
over $100,000 for Care to Learn Nixa 
since its start three years ago.

“Care To Learn is important to me 
because no matter what a family’s 
situation is, a child has no control 
over it. If there is no food, they can’t 
eat. They can eat at school during the 
week and we can give them food for 
the weekend!  We just want to help set 
the students up for success!”

FALL 2018  THE NEST   NIXA PUBLIC SCHOOLS MAGAZINE          3          



FALL 2018  THE NEST   NIXA PUBLIC SCHOOLS MAGAZINE          5          4          THE NEST   NIXA PUBLIC SCHOOLS MAGAZINE FALL 2018

John Thomas School of Discov-
ery is known for its innovative and 
hands-on learning.  One of the new-
est lessons is one that many students 
may have only seen their mom or 
grandma doing: canning.

The school has a garden and 
farmer’s market.  The students have 
tested soil types and have researched 
how vegetables and fruits grow and 
have then grown them to eat and 
sell.  But what lesson can students 
learn when there are leftovers at the 
end of a growing season?

“When you have an abundance of 
produce at the end of the season, 
instead of it going to waste, preserve 
it to use when you cannot get fresh 
produce,” stated teacher Tracy Har-
ris.  “I think it is a natural progression 
from learning about how vegetables 
are started in our school gardening 

program. They work so hard on start-
ing everything we grow from seeds, 
to transplanting these plants, to put-
ting them in the ground.”

Canning is just another way that 
JTSD continues their focus of 
teaching how students learn.  The 
school focuses on having students 
ask questions and then encourages 
them to find ways to answer those 
questions without just being told an 
answer.  

Teachers work to show students 
how to see everything through the 
lens of science and inquiry.  Having a 
garden is a way to show students an 
entire cycle of a process. There is a 
science to gardening, learning about 
the soil, how to plant certain plants 
together to combat pests, and there 
is a science to canning and food 
preservation.

Harris stated that canning is just 
another part of that process.  “Our 
building is such a project-driven 
school that this is just a natural oc-
currence.  There are so many stu-
dents who learn by doing hands-on 
learning. You need to see it in action 
to be able to comprehend and truly 
understand the concept. I could talk 
about processes, but to see it in ac-
tion, that makes a bigger and better 
impression,” stated Harris.

Student had learned how to grow 
the food, but the learning needed to 
continue to see the bigger picture of 
how people made that food last them 
an entire year until the next grow-
ing season or seeing canning as a 
healthier option.  “In the future, when 
these kiddos are adults, they may 
have gardens, and they will under-
stand the process of how you can 

cutline cutline cutline cutline cutline cutline cutline cutline cutline cutline cutline 
cutline cutline cutline cutline cutline cutline cutline cutline cutline cutline cutline 
cutline cutline cutline cutline cutline cutline cutline cutline cutline cutline

preserve your own food instead 
of purchasing processed foods,” 
added Harris.

But, this is also about learn-
ing those soft skills everyone 
needs.  “This is something that 
teaches students to work together, 
and what we do together can cre-
ate something great or it can be a 
total disaster, depending upon how 
we work together,” stated Harris.

So, what happens to the canned 
tomatoes?  They get eaten.  The 
students will be using them to 
make a sauce in the spring when 
they learn how to make homemade 
pasta.

To support the students and 
their gardening journey, visit their 
farmers market that opens when 
produce is available.  Look for them 
at the Nixa Junior High PTA Craft 
Show where they sell their bath 
products and lip balms.  To see 
when they will be selling products 
and produce, follow @jtsdgardents 
on Instagram, Twitter, or Facebook.

They will also be having 
their large plant starter sale in 
April.   “Our focus is how we can be 
sustainable.  The main focus is to 
educate our classes on where food 
comes from and that we can start a 
garden from seed,” stated Harris.

JTSD students learn 
time-honored tradition
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Nixa Junior High students were 
among students across the state 
of Missouri to take part in “Manu-
facturing Day,” a nationwide event 
meant to showcase modern manu-
facturing and encourage more 
people to consider manufacturing 
as a career.  Students had the op-
portunity to take part of their day 
and tour Diversified Plastics Corp.

Manufacturing Day is a program 
of the National Association of 
Manufacturers and was started in 
2012. Last year, 595,341 people 
participated in Manufacturing Day 
nationwide, including 267,607 stu-
dents. A survey of those students 
showed that the program has a 
powerful impact.

Local Nixa companies feel it is 
important to be a part of this event. 

“I don’t think kids understand the 
jobs that might be available to them 
in the manufacturing field. Missouri’s 
school system, especially Nixa, is pro-
ducing quality educated people. Our 
business, as well as other manufac-
turing business, can greatly ben-
efit from this talent pool by utilizing 
people from home by making them 
realize that there are quality oppor-
tunities right in their own backyards,” 
Rance Recla of Diversified Plastics 
Corporation said.

The Nixa Chamber of Commerce 
director agrees.  

“The goal of having Nixa students 
participate in the statewide Manufac-
turing Day is to forge those partner-
ships between our local manufac-
turing industries, Nixa Schools and 
the Chamber allowing students to 
experience other career opportuni-
ties in the many different sectors of 
the manufacturing industry. These 
programs help develop our future 
workforce for Nixa as well,” Chris 
Russell, executive director of the 
Nixa Chamber of Commerce said.

“I grew up in Nixa and drove by 
Diversified every day. I assumed 
they made plastics because of the 

Manufacturing Day
name, but didn’t have a clue what they actually 
did until I started working here. It was enlight-
ening to see what was being manufactured 
right under my nose. I want the city to know 
what it is we do. We have good products and 
excellent people,”  Recla said.

The Nixa Chamber and Nixa Public Schools 
hope to expand their participating in Manufac-
turing Day in the future as a way to show both 
career opportunities in the area as well as 
businesses that are active in the Nixa commu-
nity that students might not know about.

“Businesses across Missouri tell us that 
workforce is a major issue and that it’s in-
creasingly difficult to find the employees they 
need for the jobs they have. This problem is 
especially pronounced in manufacturing, where 
outdated stereotypes about factory work help 
to drive people away from today’s good paying, 
high-tech production jobs,” said Daniel P. Me-
han, Missouri Chamber President and CEO.
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We Sell 
Tires

520212j

NEST
SUCCESSES

§ Nixa Public Schools 
was named #1 school 
in the Springfield area  
by Niche. 

§ The National Scholastic Press Association presented Wingspan with a First Class award with 
Two Marks of Distinction for Text and Presentation.  The Quill and Scroll Honor Society presented 
Wingspan with an International First Place Award.  And, the Columbia Scholastic Press Association 

named the Wingspan a Crown Finalist.

§ Carson Young, Spencer Mende, and Mark Meads of the Missouri 
Future Business Leaders of America – Phi Beta Lambda Chapter from 

Nixa High School 
traveled to Balti-
more, Maryland for 
the FBLA-PBL 
National Leader-
ship Conference 
(NLC).  Meads 
and Young placed 
8th in the Nation 
in Management 
Information 
Systems at FBLA 
Nationals

§ Nixa High School 
student Leah Martin won 
the MSU Choral Festival 
Outstanding Singer 
Competition. 

§ Ella Schober is the 
Grant Prize winner of the 
2018 Sargent Art Brighter 
World Students' Art Contest 
for her oil pastel drawing. 
Ella has won a cash prize 
of $1,500 and Megan 
Johnson's classroom won 
$2,000 worth of art supplies 
from Sargent Art. 

§ Ryan Mahn was 
recognized as a 
Mike Neden 
STEM Cham-
pion Award 
recipient, 
one of five 
recipients in 
the nation to 
receive the 
2018 award. 
The Mike 
Neden STEM 
Champion 
Awards program 
honors public and 
private elementary, 
middle, high school teachers 
and teacher educators that have served as a champion for 
integrated STEM education in their school and/or community.

§ Susan Todd awarded Fox 5 
KRBK’s Golden Apple Award 
and $250 gift card from 
Blue Current.

§ The Nixa High 
School bass 
fishing team 
had nine of 
14 teams 
qualify 
for the 
Midwest 
Shootout 
tournament. 
Brandt Mill-
er and Austin 
Whitehill had 
a four fish limit 
weighing 9.83 lbs. 
which resulted in an 11th 
place finish out of over 140 teams. For their  efforts 
they received $1,000 in scholarship funds and $200 
for the fishing team to use for needed equipment.

§ Nixa 
“Canned 
the 
Tigers” in 
the annual 
food drive 
for Least 
of These 
by raising 
more 
pounds of 
food than 
Ozark.  To-
gether Nixa 
and Ozark 
raised over 
49,000 
pounds of 
food.

§ Nixa’s JROTC Raider team has earned a spot in the upcoming Raider 
National Championships in Molena, Georgia on November 3 and 4 by 
finishing 11th out of 32 teams in the Raider/Crucible Fitness Competition.

§ Nixa’s boys athletics 
teams earned the All Sports 
Champion award from the 
Central Ozarks Conference.

§ Karen McKnight, executive director of 
special services, was awarded the Charles 
W. Cummings Scholarship of $1,000 at 
the Missouri Council of Administration of 
Special Education. § In 2017, Nixa High 

School students made 
puppets as a part of 
Dare to Care Day to be 
used by Lisa Berg in 
Haiti.  This fall, she took 
the puppets to Haiti for 
students there.
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students 
perform 
surgery on 
language

hen Missouri State University teacher intern Sarah Abdukari-
mov saw that the students in Cindy Enlow’s class at Century 
had shown an interest in the medical field, she took it as 

an opportunity to use it as the backdrop for teaching them text 
features.

In her “Text Feature Surgery” lesson she prepared as a part of 
her year-long internship at Nixa learning how to be a great teach-
er, the students had to cut text feature snippets out of magazines 
and save the lives of patients by "transplanting" the text features 
onto them. They then had to explain how the text feature helped 
save the patients' lives on the post-operative reports (a.k.a. 
how the text feature helps the reader understand a text).
“The goal of the lesson was for students to practice identify-

ing and interpreting nonfiction text features. I really wanted 
them not only to get to role play potential career options, but 
also to enjoy the exploration of text and become experts in the 

process,” stated Abdukarimov.
Abdukarimov took learning to a whole new level with this 

lesson and really got into the 
part and had students engaged 
by dressing up and making it an 
experience by wearing scrubs, 
having siren noises, and even 

displaying a heartbeat 
monitor on the screen 

throughout the les-
son.

“When it 
came time 
for the 
activity, 
Sarah 
re-
viewed 
the 
text 
fea-
tures 

the 
students 

had been learning. 
Once she was fin-
ished she sounded 
an alarm which 
was my signal. 
I came rushing 
into the room 
with all of the 
‘patients’ on 

a rolling cart, acting as if there 
was an emergency and that I 
needed assistants to help per-
form text-feature surgery. The 
kids were so excited,” stated 
Cindy Enlow, whose classroom 
Abdukarimov is doing her 
internship in.

Abdukarimov stated, “I am 
quickly learning that the enthu-
siasm I show and feel for the 
lessons is contagious.  Student 
engagement is my favorite part 
of teaching. I love getting the 
students to use their imagina-
tion and explore.”

But, while the students are 
learning important lessons, Ab-
dukarimov is also learning her 
own lessons as she prepares 
to enter the classroom.  “My 
experience has been that the 
biggest breakthroughs in learn-
ing come when the students 
are immersed in an unfor-
gettable experience,” stated 
Abdukarimov.  

She continued, “As a future 
educator, this experience really 
reinforced the value of hands 
on learning to me. Engaging 
the students with a fun and 

creative scenario allowed even 
the students who often flat-out 
refuse to do their work to re-
ally get into the role of being a 
surgeon.”

What the students may have 
not known is that Abdukarimov 
was getting graded for the 
lesson she prepared.  “This 
lesson was planned for my 
first observation, and I knew 
going into it I was taking a risk 
if my classroom management 
skills were underdeveloped. I 
took away that playing it safe 
could save me a grade, but that 

it's worth it to take risks and 
creatively explore uncharted 
territories.”

Look for Abdukarimov taking 
all of the lessons she learns 
this year in her internship into 
her classroom next year wher-
ever she ends up teaching.  “I 
am fiercely passionate about 
children exploring, asking ques-
tions, taking risks, believing in 
themselves, and, by doing these 
things, walking away from les-
sons with a solid understanding 
of the concepts introduced to 
them,” stated Abdukarimov.
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The time of the year to send 
kids back to school has 
already come and gone, 

and the city of Nixa is already 
preparing for the 2019-20 
academic year.

Eight area nonprofits have 
already signed on to contribute 
to July 2019’s Back to School 
Bash event.  These groups will 
help provide services to around 
800 students at the 2019 
event. 

To help meet those 
needs, Nixa needs 
to raise about 
$50,000 to hold 
the event.  This 
will cover a back-

pack, school supplies, hygiene 
kits, and shoes for every student 
that came to the event.  In ad-
dition, if new clothes were pro-
vided, the amount raised would 
increase by several thousand 
dollars.

So, Nixa is looking for busi-
nesses and organizations that 
would like to partner with the 
school district to provide that 
funding or supplies to help the 
event happen.

Outside of the non-profits 
already helping, one business—
Marco’s Pizza—has also made 
a commitment. Owner Marcus 
Johnson will donate 15 percent 
of dine-in or takeout sales on 

Monday nights to go 

toward the purchase of shoes 
for next year’s students in need. 
All customer need to do when 
they come in or call is mention 
the event.

If other businesses or orga-
nizations would like to part-
ner with the district, they just 
need to contact Zac Rantz at 
zacrantz@nixaschools.net or call 
417-449-3295.  Anyone want-
ing to make an online donation 
can go to www.backtoschool-
bashnixa.net and donate toward 
backpacks, shoes, school sup-
plies or hygiene kits.

Allison Brumley

How does it feel to be 
NHS’s Homecoming King? 
It’s great, one of the best 
feelings I have had in high 
school.

Who is your hero? My father, 
he is a great role model 
in my life and gives great 
advice.

What is your favorite 
memory at NHS? So 

far I would have to 
say that prom last 
year was has been 
my favorite.

Where are you 
going to do 
after high 
school? I plan 
on attending 
Missouri 
State, to study 
Business and 
Cyber Security.

Best movie of all 
time? Rudy

Piece of advice 
for your classmates? 

Finish strong

What food could you not 
live without? Chinese

What is your most used 
emoji? Winky face

What are three things on 
your bucket list? I would 
like to go to Greece, 
sky dive, and see Notre 
Dame win a national 

championship.

When I was younger, I use  
to imagine myself as…  
A race car driver

How does it feel to be NHS’s 
Homecoming Queen? Its an 
honor! Everyone made it real 
special for me, I felt like a real 
queen.

If you could be any NPS faculty 
member who would it be and 
why? I would be Mrs. Sustaita 
because she is an amazing 
teacher and treats all of her 
students like their her own 
children, she’s so great I love her 
so much!

Who is your hero? My mom is my 
hero. She always puts everyone 
else’s needs before hers. She 
balances her work and home life 
with such grace, I want to be 
just like her when I grow up.

What is your favorite memory 
at NHS?  My favorite NHS 
memory was going to prom 
with my best friends. We had 
so much fun! We laughed 
and danced the night away, 
I can’t wait for the next 
one!

What do you want to do after 
high school? I’m not sure 
where I’m going to school 
but I’d like to study Medical 
Laboratory Science

Best movie of all time? 
Talladega Nights 

Piece of advice for your 
classmates? Stay true to 
yourself, and be proud of who 
you are. Don’t change yourself 
because you want to impress 
other people. Just be you. 

What food could you not live 
without? Dino chicken nuggets

What is your most used emoji? 
The facepalm emoji

What’s something about you that 
people would be surprised to 
know? I’m a serious bookworm.

&
Gunner Ellingsworth

Homecoming Queen

Homecoming King
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District seeks partners 
         for Back to School Bash

520328c

Our 7 Brand Promises

Community Drive & Customer Friendly
The Ozark Chevrolet Difference!

54
14

60
J1020 North 18th Street | Ozark, MO

417-581-7513 | ozarkchev.com
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The 
JTSD 

lottery 
will take place 
from Monday, 
February 4 to 

Friday, February 
15, 2019.

The lottery will 
definitely be 
open to stu-

dents who will 
be entering 

kindergarten 
or first grade in 
the fall of 2019.  
Other grades 

might be open 
depending on 
the number of 

students on the 
waiting list.

For full infor-
mation on the 

school, the pro-
cess, and how to 
enter your child, 

go to https://
www.nixapub-
licschools.net/

jtsdlottery
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& Event raises more than
         $29k for Care to Learn

By Sydni Moore
Headliner News

Care to Learn-Nixa is celebrat-
ing after 2018’s Boots & Bling 
event. The event raised $29,617.82 
through ticket sales and the night’s 
activities to help meet the health, 
hunger, and hygiene needs of Nixa 
students.

“This is our largest fundraiser,” 
Care to Learn-Nixa Liaison Annie 
Zimmerman said. She expressed 
her thanks to all who contributed.

Many people in Nixa may not 
realize the number of students 
who are in need.  There are over 
2,000 students that receive free 
or reduced lunches, and many of 
those same students need assis-
tance with clothing, glasses, shoes, 
or dental or medical needs.  Care 
to Learn is a great way to quickly 
meet those needs.

If a student doesn’t have shoes 
that fit or are worn out or doesn’t 
have food to eat, then they aren’t 
going to learn when the come to 
school.  Care to Learn takes away 
that barrier by making sure they 
have their basic needs met so 
learning can take place.

“I definitely want to recognize 
our planning committee. We had a 
group of about 5 to 10 people that 
really worked hard on this event to 
make it happen,” Zimmerman said. 
In addition, she expressed appre-
ciation for the event’s sponsors: 
Austin Orthodontics, Nixa Dental, 
the O’Reilly Family Foundation, 
Ozark Bank and MacPherson Law. 

Other businesses gave gift cards 
and other items as part of the 
event’s raffle packages, live auction 
and gift card pull. 

“We did five different raffles. Each 
of our raffle packages were valued 
between $250 and $500,” Zim-
merman said. “Live auction items 
were valued at $600 or more.”

The event also led to the addi-
tion of 25 new members for Care 
to Learn’s Backpack Buddies 
program, which provides food for 
students to take home during 
weekends. Some of the event’s 
profits will also go toward the same 
program and Care to Learn’s food 
pantries at Nixa Junior High and 
the high school.

If you would like to help support 
Care to Learn Nixa, contact an-
niezimmerman@nixaschools.net.
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Paraprofessional
Nixa High School

 Are you a morning  
or a night person?   
I’m definitely a morning person,  
I’m in bed by 8:30pm, LOL!

 People would be  
surprised if they knew…  
People would be surprised if they 
knew I have been married for 
almost 20 years and raised two 
adopted children. My daughter has 
graduated and my son will graduate 

this year from Nixa High. The 
reason I decided to make 

fitness apart of my life is, 
because I am a Type One 
Diabetic. 

 If you could go 
anywhere in the world 
where would you go 
and why? If I could go 
anywhere in the world it 
would be New Zealand. 
It’s a beautiful place 
with many outdoor 
activities. New Zealand 

is also the place they 
made Lord of the 
rings movies, I want 
to visit the Hobbit 
village.

 If you were a kitchen 
appliance what would you 

be and why?  
If I was a kitchen 
appliance I would be 
a garbage disposal, I 
love to eat!!

 What is the 
coolest thing you’re 
working on right 

now?  
The coolest project I’m working on is 
learning Pound Fitness and Zumba 
choreography. I love how the music 
and the moves sync with each other.

 
 Who is your favorite superhero? 
My favorite superhero is “Iron Fist”, 
he is an honorable, compassionate, 
and humble character. 

 If you could be on a TV game 
show which show would it be? If 
I could be on any game show it 
would be Family Feud. My husband 
and I play along every time we 
watch it.

 Best piece of advice  
you’ve ever received?  
The best advice I have ever 
received is “It’s not your business 
what other people think of you!” 
This is helpful to remember when I 
teach classes.

 What is an accomplishment  
that you are most proud of?  
The accomplishments I’m most 
proud of is becoming a group 
fitness professional. Over the past 
12 years I have earned certificates 
in Personal Training,  Health 
Coaching, Spin, Kickboxing , 4 
zumba formats, and Pound Fitness.

 Cardio or weights? 
Cardiovascular training and 
weight, or  strength, training are 
both essential for a well balanced 
healthy lifestyle. One is not 
more important than the other, it 
depends on your goals. As we age 
functional fitness training should 
be incorporated into our fitness 
programs. Functional Fitness helps 
us continue to accomplish our daily 
activities.

April teaches a fitness 
class after school on 
Wednesdays for staff 

at Nixa High School.  We 
thought we’d like to get to 
know her a little more.

April Davidson

14          THE NEST   NIXA PUBLIC SCHOOLS MAGAZINE FALL 2018



FALL 2018  THE NEST   NIXA PUBLIC SCHOOLS MAGAZINE          17          

W
hen Brandon Procell breaks out 
his Chucks on stage as Ren 
McCormack, you won’t be able 
to keep your feet from mov-
ing.  That’s because Nixa High 

School’s production Footloose is sure to be a fun-
filled evening full of familiar songs as well as a few 
numbers that the audience might not know.

“It’s a nice take on the story. The musical added 
songs that connects scenes that were skimmed 
over in the movie and really tells a much deeper 
story than what people may know,” Procell said.

Rachel Curry, who plays Ariel Moore, agrees, 
“The show goes more in-depth than the movie, 
and the play gives the town a more community 
feeling than the movie does. It seems more real 
than the movie.”

The story of McCormack and the town he 
ignites a dancing fever in is best known from Kevin 
Bacon’s performance in the 1984 movie. The 
“Footloose” song, however, ignited a fire in the 
Nixa community earlier this year when the Nixa 
Police Department participated in the lip-sync 
challenge and reached close to three million views 
of their video.

Curry was excited for an addition to the show in 
light of the Nixa PD’s unknown skills.  

“We are having the Nixa Police in the show, 
which is great because they did the police chal-
lenge lip sync video this summer,” she added.

With almost 90 students involved in the show, 
it is one of the larger performances that Nixa has 
done.

“This show is a great time. There is an incredible 
amount of dancing in this show, and the cast is 
working their tail off. We have a live band for this 
show too,” said Allison Fleetwood, director.

That live band is something Nixa hasn’t had in 

awhile for a show this size.  The theatre department has grown 
so big that having a live band in the pit reduces what can be 
done.  However, with a show like Footloose, a live band was 
necessary and will be incorporated into the show for a even 
more live effect.

The stage show of Footloose debuted on Broadway in 1998, 
and this will be the first time Nixa has ever performed the show.

Footloose follows the story of Ren McCormack, a teen who 
moves to the small town of Bomont from Chicago.  Ren is 
horrified that the town has outlawed dancing, which causes a 
struggle between himself and the town’s reverend, who was 
the one to convince the town to outlaw dancing.  Throughout 
the play, Ren finds help from Ariel (the reverend’s daughter) 
and Willard to convince the reverend to revoke the outlaw on 
dancing and also heal from a past event that impacted them all 
greatly.

“It’s a powerful story about how change isn’t a big scary 
thing,” Curry said.

Nixa students have been working day and night to prepare 
for the show and they are excited to present it to the Nixa com-
munity.

“I have loved watching the kids grow from the first rehearsal 
to now, and I can't wait to see where we end up on opening 
night,” Fleetwood said.
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New Teacher
Rebecca Forbes

 People would be surprised 
if they knew… I have visited 11 
countries and worked in two 
schools in Germany for a year. 
I am grateful to have had the 
opportunity to travel to so many 
different countries in Europe 
learning diverse customs and 
cultures. I hope to continue my 
travels during summer break 
each year.

 What is the last song you 
listened to? The last song I 
listened to was the Cha-Cha 
Slide. It’s old school, but has 
a happy tune. I like to get my 
movin’ and groovin’ on no 
matter how funny it is... 

 What is your favorite movie 
quote? My favorite movie 
quote is from the Pursuit of 

Happiness. “Don't ever let 
somebody tell you 

that you can't do 
something.” 

 If you 
could go 
anywhere 
in the world 

where would 
you go and 

why? If I could 
go anywhere in 

the word I would go 
to Bali, Indonesia. I would 

love to explore the ancient 
temples, palaces, and culture. 

It looks like one of the most 
beautiful islands in the world 
and I would like to experience 
it firsthand. 

 If you were a kitchen 
appliance what would you be 
and why? If I was a kitchen 
appliance I would hands 
down be a coffee pot. 
Cold coffee, warm coffee, 
flavored coffee...it’s all 
delicious and keeps my 
energy level up enough to 
match first graders. 

 Who is your favorite superhero? 
My favorite superhero is Iron 
Man. He is forever learning how 
to improve, knows it’s cool to use 
your brain, and he is incredibly 
witty which makes things fun. 

 If you could be on a TV game 
show which show would it be? 
Minute to Win It of course! 
The games are simple yet 
challenging, they’re quick paced, 
the competition probably has the 
same abilities that I do, and it’s 
anybody’s guess who will win.

 Best piece of advice you’ve 
ever received? “Do more of what 
makes you happy.” Teachers work 
extremely hard every day to make 
learning exciting and they play 
an important role in a child’s life. 
When you give of yourself all day, it 
is always important to remember 
to keep laughing and take up 
hobbies and activities that feed 
your own soul too.

 What are some fun ways that 
you use to teach your students?  
First graders do not have an 
abundance of background 
knowledge, so I try to help them 
experience what they are learning. 
For example, we are learning 
about seasons and weather right 
now so our class went outside 
to explore the cloud patterns. 
While laying on the ground and 
watching the clouds, we discussed 
their shapes and wrote about our 
observations during writing time.  

 Does technology make 
teaching more simple or difficult? 
Technology is a wonderful tool 
in teaching. Students are hard-
wired for technology input and 
catch on rather quickly to a 
device or online program. With 
this said, there is absolutely no 
replacement for a teacher’s heart 
and ability to connect with kids on 
a personal level, so I will choose a 
teacher over technology any day.
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MomentsFavorite
of 2018:

#8

#6

• Kaddin Phippen 
enjoys working on 
his IT coursework 
with the help of 
Maddy at SCORE.

• High Pointe kindergarteners are celebrating 

"color week." Students are dressing up in a 

new color every day to learn all about colors.

• High Pointe students participated in a summer reading program. By the first day of school, 75 students participated and read 806 chapters. As a celebration, students got an extra recess, enjoyed ice cream treats, and will receive a free book!
• Student's in 

Tammy Johnson's 

class at Century 

Elementary 

practiced spelling 

their names with 

Play-Doh. 

• Junior high students kicked off the fall 
sports season with a pep assembly.

• Century 
kindergarteners 
are participating in a new motor 
lab. Students are enjoying different activities that 
concentrate on large muscle movement. 

• High school teachers and students, including Mr. 

Lawless and Hannah Lannutti, showed their school 

spirit during homecoming week by wearing their 

matching attire on #twinday.

• Kindergarteners at Espy Elementary 

were so excited for their first picture day! 

#9

• Your 2018 Backyard Brawl Champions!
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• Nixa Wal-Mart gave a goodie bag full of teacher supplies to each first-year teacher in the district thanking them for all that they do for our students. Thank you, Nixa Wal-Mart!

Loden: Winter Weather

COMMITTED TO OUR COMMUNITY

christiancountylibrary.org  

OZARK (417)581-2432   NIXA (417)724-6100   CLEVER (417)743-2277

public computer access · wi-fi · e-books · online research tools · storytimes
classes and events for all ages · DVD, audiobook, magazine, and book checkout  
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One of the decisions that faces 
a superintendent each year is 
the decision whether to cancel 

school for the day, call a “Two-Hour Late 
Start” to school, dismiss school early, 
or not call off school during inclem-
ent weather or other 
situations. The decision 
involves consideration of 
multiple issues, but, in the 
final analysis, it all comes 
down to a subjective 
(albeit, informed) judg-
ment call.

 When a decision is 
made we will send out a 
notification on the district 
app if you have that op-
tion activated.  We will 
also send out a district-
wide phone call.  Calls or app alerts will 
go out prior to 10 p.m. the night before 
or after 5:15 a.m. the day of a no-school 
or late-start day.  We hope these times 
will serve to inform you while accom-
modating your schedules.  This will be 
in addition to television, radio, website, 
Facebook, and Twitter announcements.  
If you do not receive an app notification 
or call, we do encourage you to check 
the other options.  We cannot guarantee 
your phone service lets the notification 
through, so having a backup notification 
is always a good option.

 In the event of school being dis-
missed early, the call/app notification 
will go out as soon as the decision has 
been made so that you have as much 
time to plan as possible. As is the case 
with a No School Day, it is, of course, 
the parents/guardians’ responsibility to 
make the necessary arrangements for 

this change of schedule. This responsi-
bility is the same for a late-start day. 

 If a late-start decision is made, all 
buses will run two hours later than their 
normal Monday-Thursday schedule 
regardless of the day, and school will 

begin two hours later than 
the normal Tuesday-Friday 
start time.  For example, 
the high school would 
start at 9:30 for a two-
hour late start, even if the 
late start was on a Mon-
day. For ELC and ECC 
late start information, go 
to the About Us section of 
www.nixaearlychildhood.
net

If you as a parent feel 
it is unsafe to have your 

child(ren) attend school, please know 
that decision continues to be yours…
one the school district will respect. 
However, all absences will be recorded. 
Only verified weather-related absences 
(areas where our bus routes have been 
canceled) will be treated as “excused.” 
This decision (excused/unexcused) will 
be made by the building principal alone.

 In an attempt to provide a service 
to those who wish to drop off their 
child(ren) at school on their 
way to work in the morning 

of a late-start day, the building principal 
will have someone near the front door 
to welcome your child(ren) to school 
beginning at 7:30 a.m. (grades 5-12) 
and 8:30 a.m. (grades PreK-4).

 Hopefully those students taking the 
bus will continue to do so, especially 
since it is one of the safest ways of 
traveling during bad weather. We are 
also asking parents who typically take 
their child(ren) to school to continue to 
do so, just two hours later than normal.

 The fundamental purpose of a 
Two-Hour Late Start is to allow the 
early morning weather conditions and 
daylight to improve, thus making travel 
safer for those we serve. 

 Questions? Please contact your 
principal or myself. We will be more than 
happy to discuss this information with 
you. Thank you.

 
Sincerely,

Dr. Gearl Loden
Superintendent of  

Nixa Public Schools 
417-875-5400
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#10
#11

#12

• Students in 

Jenny darton’s 

third-grade class 

explored static 

electricity.

• The Nixa Fire Protection 
District visited the Nixa 
Early Childhood program 
to talk about fire safety.
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