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T eachers and school sta˜  are the 
greatest resource to ensuring that 
students receive a great educa-

tion.  And, having a highly trained teacher, 
makes that resource even better.

Nixa Public Schools has seen a high 
percentage of its teachers obtaining ad-
vanced degrees. Compared to the 58.4% 
of teachers in the state of Missouri with a 
masters degree or higher, the percentage 
of these in Nixa is 64.3%.

When educators obtain a more ad-
vanced degree, they stand out. This extra 
education makes teachers experts in their 
ÿ eld and transitions into a better learn-
ing experience for their students. “Hav-
ing highly-qualiÿ ed and highly-educated 
teachers in our district is the foundation 
for supporting and improving children’s 
educational outcomes, especially our 
highest need children,” said Josh Chastain, 
Executive Director of Digital and Profes-
sional Learning for Nixa Public Schools. 

When a teacher achieves a masters de-
gree or higher, they demonstrate a com-
mitment to their profession and a deeper 

ADVANCED DEGREES
By Emily Wilson

understanding of their studies. When this 
happens, the feelings of self-satisfaction 
in teachers increases as they’re able to 
watch their students grow and succeed as 
a result of their hard work and investment 
in their degree. By earning more than a 
bachelor’s degree, Nixa teachers show 
their determination to make a real di˜ er-
ence in their students’ lives.

Not only does obtaining a masters de-
gree or higher beneÿ t students, it beneÿ ts 
the teachers who obtained that degree in 
more ways than having increased knowl-
edge. When teachers pursue a higher 
degree and invest additional years of 
pursuing an educaton beyond a bach-
elor’s degree, they make themselves 
more available to better pay and better 
opportunities for leadership. As a school 
district, Nixa makes sure this happens. 
“When teachers that are highly-qualiÿ ed 
and highly-educated, we are able to sup-
port their graduate degrees with higher 

pay on our salary sched-
ule as well,” said Chas-

tain. This higher pay 
re  ̨ects the teachers’ 

higher value to the district, showing them 
that their hard work has not gone unno-
ticed. 

When teachers receive higher pay for all 
the e˜ ort they put into teaching students, 
it helps with retention. In Nixa, the dis-
trict acknowledges all that their teachers 
have done in achieving their higher-level 
degrees and wants them to stay in order 
to help direct the future growth of Nixa 
schools. “With a teacher shortage loom-
ing in the near future, we need to do all we 
can to keep and attract these educators to 
continue our high level of education that 
we provide here in Nixa,” said Chastain.

With such a high percentage of teach-
ers in the school district having a masters 
degree or higher, it’s no surprise that re-
tention matters a great deal to the Nixa 
school district. Not only is Nixa’s percent-
age above the state of Missouri’s, it’s also a 
leader in the surrounding area. With Nixa 
being at 64.3%, other districts such as 
Ozark, Republic, and Willard sit at 48.8%, 
55.1%, and 59%, respectively. This dem-
onstrates that not only is Nixa a leader 
statewide, but also in its local community. 

Whether they’re being compared to 
teachers in other school districts or in the 
state, the educators in Nixa Public Schools 
have shown a dedication to their educa-
tion and their profession. The teachers 
here who have obtained these upper-lev-
el degrees have committed to ÿ nding new 
ways of educating and applying academic 
information to the students who learn 
from them, going above and beyond in-
side and outside of the classroom. By pur-
suing even higher education, the teachers 
here in Nixa have beneÿ tted themselves, 
their students, and the district they work 
in. With their continued help and teach-
ing, Nixa will continue to prosper, lead, 
and stand out as a school district.
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E ach year, only a few choirs 
across the state receive the 
prestigious honor of perform-
ing at the Missouri Music Edu-

cators Association (MMEA) conference, 
and, this year, John Thomas School 
of Discovery’s choir was one of three 
choirs to receive this honor.

To be selected for this performance 
is one of the top honors choirs can 
receive in the state. The MMEA choral 

By Shelby Graham

applications and recordings are sent 
to music educators outside of Missouri 
and are competitively and unbiasedly 
judged to determine who is selected to 
perform.

With nearly 10,000 people attending 
the conference, Taylor Shaeffer, JTSD 
choir director, says that the students 
were definitely nervous for their per-
formance, but they were also excited 
for the opportunity. “It’s like the super 

bowl or state basketball,” stated Shaef-
fer. “You’re still going to have those 
butterflies. You’re still going to have 
those nerves.”

At their MMEA performance, the JTSD 
Treble Choir performed a set of South 
African music. Through connections, 
Shaeffer had been in contact with the 
choir director, Bernard Kruger at the 
Drakensburg Boys’ Choir School, locat-
ed in Cathkin Park, South Africa, who 

h� or choir
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allowed the JTSD Treble Choir to be the first and only choir 
in the United States to perform “Sivela KwaZulu.” No one else 
in the United States has been permitted to sing this compo-
sition. The choir also performed a piece titled, “The Fox” that 
was arranged by Shaeffer and Inman Intermediate’s music 
teacher, Blake Richter. During this piece, Richter accompa-
nied the choir with an acoustic guitar and a mandolin. At the 
end of the choir’s set of music, the completely filled room of 
700 music educators from all over the state praised the choir 
with a standing ovation.

Shaeffer says that he is looking forward to submitting his 
larger choir, The Discovery Singers, to MMEA in two years. 
Directors can submit applications and recordings for differ-
ent ensembles every two years and can submit the same en-
semble every four years. The Discovery Singers have grown 
from seventy members to one-hundred members in the 
past two years. This choir has received “1” ratings at the Boy’s 
Choir of Springfield Festival, as well as sang for a Springfield 
Cardinal’s game last year.

For the past eighty years, MMEA has held a conference at 
the Lake of the Ozarks for their over 3,000 members to learn 
from the countless number of music education seminars 
and the many musical performances from collegiate, high 
school, junior high, middle, and elementary school levels.

“The Best Breakfast in Town”
N. L. A. Cafe

• Home cooked meals

• Specials every day

• Homemade pies

• Take-out orders

417-725-3510
533 W. Tracker Road, Nixa, MO at Elite Storage

Now Smoke-Free!
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The following Nixa High School band 
students earned a spot in the 2018-
19 All-District Concert Band: Amanda 
Eckels, Bryce Austin-Alternate, Jayden 
Coalson-Alternate, Mason Malarkey, 
Preston Roesslet, Wyatt McFall, 
and Mya Bartels-Alternate. The 
following students made the 
All-District Honor Band: James 
Speake, Karmyn Bartels, T.J. 
Wright, and Daniel Pilotto.

The following Nixa Junior High 
band students were selected 
for the 2018-29 Junior High 
All-District Band: Mya Coalson, 
Malena Fleming, Sailor Powley, 
Julia Worthley, Hendrix 
Trott, Allen Flemming, Micah 
Cranÿ eld, Elijah Bartels, Karsen 
Tunnel, Justice Jones, Jayden 
Cantrell, and Seb Sweaney.

Nixa High School has been named to the College 
Board’s 9th Annual AP District Honor Roll. 373 school 
districts in the United States and Canada received this 
honor, and Nixa is one of only six school districts in Mis-
souri to be recognized. This is Nixa High School’s third 
consecutive year to be honored.

Nixa High School’s Wing-
span magazine won ÿ rst 
place in the Best Overall 
Publication category at 
Missouri Southern State 
University’s Media Show-
case Day.

High school band 
student, TJ Wright earned 
ÿ rst chair in the 2018-29 
All-State Band and was 

selected by a state-wide 
audition against all 
class of schools.
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Nixa High School has been named to the College 

Coalson-Alternate, Mason Malarkey, 

Nixa High School’s Wing-
span magazine won � rst 
place in the Best Overall 
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Missouri Southern State 
University’s Media Show-
case Day.

High school band 

SUCCESSES

Nixa High School’s DECA 
chapter ÿ nished with 
16 medalists and 10 
ÿ nalists at the District 
11 DECA Conference. 
Students who qualiÿ ed 
will compete at the State 
Career Development 
Conference.

Nixa High School’s DECA 
chapter � nished with 
16 medalists and 10 
� nalists at the District 
11 DECA Conference. 
Students who quali� ed 
will compete at the State 
Career Development 
Conference.
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Nixa Choirs is 
proud to have 
39 students 
represented in the 
South Central All-
District Honor Choir. 
Amanda Obeso, Devin 
Randolph, Mikayla Routh, and Emma 
Schuster (1st alternate) were selected to 
the All-State Choir as well, which means 
they were in the top-6 in their voice part 
of the South Central Missouri region.

Nixa’s JROTC competed in their 
ÿ rst ever VEX Robotics 

tournament, placing 
second out of 44 com-
peting teams. The Nixa 
JROTC VEX Robotics 

team included the 
following students:  
Lance Barnhardt, Al-
len McNeal, Caelyn 
Bainto, and Aiden 

Ewald. Nixa’s JROTC 
competed in a second 

VEX Robotics competi-
tion in Kansas City, MO 

where they earned a 
third place ÿ nish out of 27 
competing teams. 

Carson Neal was 
recognized as Nixa’s 

nominee for the 
Missouri School 
Boards’ Association 
Belcher Scholarship.

Nixa’s JROTC competed 
in Molena, Georgia at 
the Army JROTC Raider 
Championship and 
ÿ nished 26th in the 

nation within the all-male 
team category. Nixa JROTC also placed 
second at the Ozark Drill Classic.

Congratulations to the three 
Nixa robotics teams who ad-
vanced to state after the regional 
qualiÿ er that was held in Nixa on 
November 10: Storm Dragons, 
The Plantettes, and Space 
Innovaders.

Nixa High School brought 45 med-
als and 14 students qualified for 
State in 24 different Events at the 
FBLA regionals.

Nixa’s JROTC competed 
in Molena, Georgia at 
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quali� er that was held in Nixa on 

Carson Neal was 
recognized as Nixa’s 

nominee for the 
Missouri School 
Boards’ Association 
Belcher Scholarship.

Amanda Obeso, Devin 

November 10: Storm Dragons, 
The Plantettes, and Space 

STORM DRAGONS
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tournament, placing 
second out of 44 com-
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JROTC VEX Robotics 
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competed in a second 
VEX Robotics competi-

tion in Kansas City, MO 
where they earned a 
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PLANTETTES

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

SPACE 
INNOVADERS
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Math Teams: The High Pointe math 
club competed in Branson earning 
top ten honors in three categories. 
The Nixa Junior High math 
team competed at SBU 
Bolivar’s annual math 
league competition and 
out of 135 students that 
competed, Angela Lee 
earned seventh place 
in countdown round, 
seventh place in sprint 
round, and advanced to the 
state competition. Meghana 
Nakkanti earned 14th place in 
countdown round, second in 
target round, and advanced to 
state. The Nixa Junior High math 
team also competed at Drury 
University against 18 area private 
and public schools.. The math team 
ranked fourth place advancing Nixa’s 
team to the state competition. One 
additional Nixa student advanced 
to state by scoring in the top 36 
out of 135 students. Not Pictured - 
Jishnu Biswas.

University against 18 area private 
and public schools.. The math team 
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Math Teams: The High Pointe math 
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The Nixa Junior High math 
team competed at SBU 

seventh place in sprint 
round, and advanced to the 
state competition. Meghana 
Nakkanti earned 14th place in 
countdown round, second in 
target round, and advanced to 
state. The Nixa Junior High math 
team also competed at Drury 

With over 50 submissions from across 
the United States and abroad, Inman 
Intermediates Positive Behavioral 
Interventions and Supports (PBIS) 
video was a ÿ nalist in the National PBIS 
Film Festival and was screened at the 
national conference in Washington D.C.

Out of 1.6 million students who took 
the PSAT, Nixa had the following 
award recipients for the National 
Merit Award program: Amanda 
Obeso scored in the top 2.5% for 
all Hispanic students and received 
Hispanic Scholar Award. Mark Meads 

and Carson Neal scored in 
the top 3% and received the 
Commendation recognition. 
Raegan Allen, Shelby Berry, 
Emma Roesler, & Arianna 
Swensen scored in the top 
1% were named as 
Semi-Finalists.

ranked fourth place advancing Nixa’s 

and Carson Neal scored in 
the top 3% and received the 
Commendation recognition. 
Raegan Allen, Shelby Berry, 
Emma Roesler, & Arianna 
Swensen scored in the top 
1% were named as 

Burrell Behavioral 
Health recognized 
Cheryl Huson, 
principal of SCORE, 
at the Springÿ eld 
Black Tie event for 
demonstrating 
excellence in 
a˝  rming LGBTQ+ 
identities and raising 
awareness of best 
practices in support of 
LBGTQ+ youth.  

Burrell Behavioral 
Health recognized 
Cheryl Huson, 
principal of SCORE, 
at the Spring� eld 
Black Tie event for 
demonstrating 

a�  rming LGBTQ+ 
identities and raising 
awareness of best 
practices in support of 
LBGTQ+ youth.  

Jishnu Biswas.
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Semi-Finalists.
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Congratulations to 
our homecoming 
queen, Madisyn 
Pritchett and 
homecoming king, Carson Young! 

Nixa High School was named as an AP 
Honor Roll School for the third year 
in a row. There were only six total in 
Missouri this year and were fewer last 
year. In addition the AP Honor Roll, Nixa 
High School will start to o˜ er the AP 
Capstone Diploma Program in the fall 
of 2019. The diploma program focuses 
on college-level research, collaboration, 
and presentation skills crucial for 
college and career success. Nixa High 
School is one of approximately 1,800 
schools worldwide to implement the AP 
Capstone™ Diploma program. 

Dr. Jennifer Chastain, principal 
of JTSD, was awarded the 
Transformational Leadership Award 
from Missouri State University. 
This award is given to dedicated 
leaders who shine in the areas of 
progressive, future-ready learning. 

Nixa High School Speech and 
Debate took their team to 
Kansas City for the Liberty 
invitational, which is 
the largest invitational 
tournament in the state. 
There were 58 high 
schools represented. 
Sophie Jackson 
competed in 
several events 
and placed ÿ rst 
in United States 
Extemporaneous 
speaking.

Ella Schober has won the Senator’s 
Choice Award for her drawing of 
Bass Pro. For three consecutive years, 
Nixa has won the Senator’s Choice 
Award during Senate Art Exhibit 
between the Missouri Alliance for 
Arts Education and the Missouri Art 
Education Association sponsored by 
Senator David Pearce. This exhibit is 
located on the grounds of the Capitol.

Nixa High School was named as an AP 

Award during Senate Art Exhibit 
between the Missouri Alliance for 
Arts Education and the Missouri Art 
Education Association sponsored by 
Senator David Pearce. This exhibit is 
located on the grounds of the Capitol.

Congratulations to 
our homecoming 
queen, Madisyn 
Pritchett and 
homecoming king, Carson Young! 
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college and career success. Nixa High 
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schools worldwide to implement the AP 
Capstone™ Diploma program. 

Dr. Jennifer Chastain, principal 
of JTSD, was awarded the 
Transformational Leadership Award 
from Missouri State University. 
This award is given to dedicated 
leaders who shine in the areas of 
progressive, future-ready learning. 

Nixa High School Speech and 
Debate took their team to 
Kansas City for the Liberty 
invitational, which is 
the largest invitational 
tournament in the state. 
There were 58 high 
schools represented. 

in United States 
Extemporaneous 

551258hb

Dr. Jennifer Chastain, principal Dr. Jennifer Chastain, principal 
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S a way to help connect 
multiple classes and 

programs together for a cross-
curricular event, the Nixa High 

School theatre department, ÿ ne arts 
classes, and family and consumer sci-

ence classes at the school partnered 
together to put on a banquet promot-
ing the theatre department’s produc-
tion of Rumors. This year, the collabora-
tion of the ÿ ne arts classes has been an 
important focus for Nixa High School.

Allison Fleetwood, Nixa play director 
and drama teacher, said the depart-
ment was looking for the next step to 
enhance the experience students had 
when putting together a theater pro-

duction. This event was also an oppor-
tunity to highlight various classes and 
program in the community, allowing 
them more insight on what the Nixa 
students are doing.

 “By partnering with each other, [the 
ÿ ne arts classes] could have some 
cross audiences,” said Fleetwood. “The 
people that would come to our shows 
maybe wouldn’t go to an art show, 
and we could display the art in the 
lobby during the show and we could 
have one of the kids from the piano 
class playing the piano in the lobby.” 
Through collaboration between the 
theatre department and other classes, 
Nixa is able to show its community 

what the high school has to o˜ er that 
they hadn’t realized before. 

This isn’t the ÿ rst time something 
like this has been crafted to collabo-
rate the classes. Last fall, there was art 
displayed and music playing, and it 
was well-received by the public. The 
banquet allows more classes to work 
together and overcome the gap that 
exists between the di˜ erent classes. 
“We get really focused and have a 

little tunnel vision on our goals and 
our things that we’re doing for the year,” 
said Fleetwood. “We don’t see what the 
other groups are doing either, so it’s re-
ally helped just build personal relation-
ships with the other ÿ ne arts teachers.”

Fine Arts Collab

� udents C laborate 
	  Rumors By Emily Wilson

55
08

86
jm605 W. Mt. Vernon, Nixa, MO
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Fine Arts Collab
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NIXPO Ad

AS
Nixa nears the end of its 
latest Comprehensive 
School Improvement Plan 

(CSIP), the district focuses on re  ̨ecting, 
rethinking, and dreaming towards its new 
one.

A strategic plan is required by all 
school districts, but CSIP isn’t like 
the way other districts plan. “Nixa is 
unique to many districts in the type 

of strategic planning that we do,” 
said David Liss, Executive Director 
of Technology and CSIP for Nixa 

Public Schools.
Instead of simply satisfy-

ing state requirements 
and not much else, 
Nixa employs what is 

Nixa Plans
For The Next

Five Years
By Emily Wilson

S
Nixa nears the end of its 
latest Comprehensive 

Five Years
For The NextFor The Next

Nixa PlansNixa Plans

Five YearsFive YearsFive Years

Nixa Plans

Five Years
By Emily Wilson

called the Cambridge Model, and, 
with this model, its strategic plan is 
built on a belief system.

Built on a core set of values, this plan 
employs strategic elements that out-
line the foundation of the mission of the 
school district and how to act in certain 
situations. Objectives are created out of 
this every ÿ ve years, and, based on the 
challenges faced by internal and external 
factors, strategies are formed. More than 
just goal-setting, Nixa approaches this 
plan contemplating what it aspires 
to be and how everyone in the 
district can help it get there.

Previous strategic plans have made 
an unforgettable mark on the school dis-
trict. Over the years that Nixa has been 
strategic planning, concepts such as 
the state’s ÿ rst magnet school, the John 
Thomas School of Discovery, school po-
lice o˝  cers, and expanded early child-
hood education.

“Sometimes you goal set, and you know 
what you can achieve,” said Liss. “But, 

Instead of simply satisfy-
ing state requirements 
and not much else, 
Nixa employs what is 

other times you dream big and set 
the plan to make it happen. There 

have been things that we kind of 
dreamed it, and it ended up coming 

to fruition.”
When the next strategic plan cycle be-

gins, community support is crucial. Sup-
port through both participation and en-
couragement for the district.

“We realize that public schools are a re-
 ̨ection of our community,” said Liss. “With 

the Cambridge model, the planning com-
mittees present a cross-section of the 
community. This ensures that the direc-
tion that we go is what our community 
wants and needs.”

Each strategy drafted by the CSIP has 
a team assigned to it that allows for the 
community to join and get involved. With 
the community’s help, Nixa can continue 
to accomplish so much as a district.

To ÿ nd out how you can be a part of the 
next CSIP and shape the future of Nixa Pub-
lic Schools, go to www.nixapublicschools.
net/csip or email davidliss@nixaschools.net 

other times you dream big and set 

have been things that we kind of 

of strategic planning that we do,” 
said David Liss, Executive Director 
of Technology and CSIP for Nixa plan contemplating what it aspires 

to be and how everyone in the 
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FOUNDATION

To learn more about NCF, call 417-527-8705 or visit nixacf.org.

A Way of Giving Back to the Community
If you want to improve the quality of life in Nixa, we can help make your giving 
as effective as possible. We’ll help you establish a charitable fund and award 

grants in accordance with your wishes. Since 1993, more than $2.3 million in 
grants and scholarships have been returned to our community through NCF.
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Last year 
we awarded 

26 grants 
totaling 
$42,378.

RON CLEEK
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and Federal cases

• Personal Injury
• Family Law
• Collections
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E
arly during this school year, ÿ fth 
graders Keegan Pycior and Anna 
Worthley along with their fami-

lies were surprised and honored when the 
Whoop Whoop Caravan pulled up to their 
homes. Pycior’s father, Mitch Pycior states 
“I’m very proud, ÿ rst of all…you always 
think your child is special, but then to get 
that feedback from the school is great.”

The tradition of the Whoop Whoop 
Caravan started this year as a result of Lori 
Waltz hearing about the caravan in other 
school districts and bringing it to her co-
workers’ attentions. Summit Intermediate 
sta  ̃, under the leadership of principal, 
Alysia Ackerman, took about three days 
to talk through how they wanted to show 
their support for families and students. The 
caravan idea just seemed to make sense.

“There’s a lot of e˜ ort in Nixa Schools 
around grades, but we also talk about the 
whole child and making sure we involve 
the community and families,” stated Alysia 
Ackerman, Summit Intermediate 
principal. “This is just an 
opportunity for 
us to give 

back to our families and say to them ‘we 
appreciate you’ because they’re investing 
so much in their kids.”

When asked what characteristics a stu-
dent must have to receive this kind of rec-
ognition, Ackerman said that the student 
has to exemplify the Nixa Public School’s 
character word of the month.

Fifth grader, Keegan Pycior stated “If 
someone needs help, they probably come 
to me and I help them ÿ x their problem. 
It makes me feel happy when I help them. 
They thank you and I really appreciate 
that.”

Anna Worthley added, “I’m always fol-
lowing directions and some of my class-
mates said that I’m the deÿ nition of re-
sponsibility.”

“We call the parents ahead of time and 
make it a surprise, so the kids don’t know. 
The very ÿ rst one that we did, one of the 
students seemed speechless, really. They 

didn’t know what was going on because it 
was such a surprise,” stated Ackerman.

Each month, every classroom has a char-
acter student of the month that represents 
the district’s character word of the month. 
In addition to this, there is a grade level 
character student of the month for the 
fourth, ÿ fth, and sixth grades who then 
represent these grade levels as a whole.

“We know a lot of these kiddos and just 
to be able to celebrate that with each 
other too and just to pump them up and 
just kind of have that positive family com-
munity. It’s really cool to be a part of and 
I’m glad I got to do it with them. Espe-
cially here at the intermediate building 
when they are going to be in junior high 
soon and then onwards after that. They 
really need to start learning how to take 
that ownership and what that means and 
what that looks like,” stated Olivia Defay, a 
sixth grade teacher at Summit Intermedi-
ate School.

In addition to recognizing the three 
students with the Whoop Whoop Cara-
van each month, teachers also decided to 
recognize a community business or entity 
that represented the character word of the 
month. Recently, Summit Intermediate 
recognized the Nixa Fire District for dem-
onstrating what responsibility looks like. 
“It never fails when we have some sort of 
special event they come out, they show 
o˜  the ÿ re trucks. They talk with the kids; 
they let the kids in and out all over the ÿ re 
trucks,” stated Ackerman.

Ackerman says that her favorite part of 
the Whoop Whoop Caravan is “giving back 
to families and telling them how much we 
appreciate the work they do as parents 
because they are the biggest in  ̨uence on 
their child and their child’s character.” 

WHOOP WHOOPWHOOP WHOOPWHOOP WHOOPWHOOP WHOOPWHOOP WHOOP

didn’t know what was going on because it 

WHOOP WHOOPWHOOP WHOOP
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Kindergarten Information

1953 Fremont Hills Dr., Nixa, MO 65714 
www.fremonthillsgolf.com • 417-725-1506
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Kindergarten Infofof rmation
2019-20 Kindergarten 

Registration 
& Kindergarten Screening will take 
place on two di˜ erent days.

Kindergarten Registration will be 
held at the Registration Center, 308 S 
Little Eagle Dr, Nixa, beginning Mon-
day, March 25 thru Friday, April 5.

Kindergarten Screening will take 
place at the student’s kindergarten 
school.

Kindergarten Registration:
Register your 2019-20 kinder-
garten students so they will be 
ready to start kindergarten 
on Tuesday, August 13, 2019.
Who: New kindergarten 

students to Nixa Public 
Schools that will be ÿ ve 
(5) years old on or be-
fore July 31, 2019. If 
your child is a cur-
rent Early Learning 
Center or Early 
Childhood Center 
student at Nixa 
Schools, you do 
NOT need to attend 
Kindergarten Registra-
tion.
When: You can complete the 

online pre-registration beginning 
Monday, March 4. You will schedule 
your appointment at the end of the 
online pre-registration. Your appoint-
ment will take approximately 15-30 
minutes and your child does NOT 
need to attend Kindergarten Registra-
tion.
Where: Nixa Public Schools Regis-

tration Center, 308 S Little Eagle Drive, 
Nixa.
How: Beginning Monday, March 4, 

the link will be available at 

www.nixakindergarten.net to register 
your kindergarten student.

 Kindergarten Screening:
You will not want to miss Kindergar-
ten Screening! This is a special day for 
you and your kindergarten student to 
spend together at their school. Your 
child will be rotating through various 
activity stations with peers while par-
ents visit with school sta˜  members 
and learn more about the school.
Who: All students that will be at-

tending kindergarten in August 2019. 
This includes both NEW students to 
Nixa and our CURRENT Nixa Pub-
lic School’s Early Learning Center & 
Early Childhood Center preschool 

students.
When: Dates for Kindergarten 
Screening at each building 

will be available at www.
nixakindergarten.net the 

beginning of March.
Where: Kindergar-

ten Screening will be 
held at your child’s 
school. Go to www.

nixakindergarten.net to 
enter your address to see 

which school your child will at-
tend if you don’t already know.
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NOT need to attend 
Kindergarten Registra-

When: You can complete the 

the link will be available at Who: All students that will be at-
tending kindergarten in August 2019. 
This includes both NEW students to 
Nixa and our CURRENT Nixa Pub-
lic School’s Early Learning Center & 
Early Childhood Center preschool 

students.
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enter your address to see 

which school your child will at-
tend if you don’t already know.
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Students sat at cafeteria tables, 
molding gray blocks into interest-
ing shapes; they worked on pot-

tery wheels, forming vases and bowls; 
and they created in teams, hand-building 
working clay into animals, objects and 
more. 

Nixa High School held a live clay com-
petition Saturday, Feb. 2. “Clay It Up” wel-
comed students from Ozark, Kickapoo 
and Parkview to test their ceramic and 
hand-building skills in one or more of six 
separate categories. 

“It’s easy for drama and choir to have 
these events for people to come watch, 
but it’s harder for the visual arts to have 
a show at the end (of a semester) and say, 
‘Okay, this is what I completed,’” Nixa ce-
ramics teacher Ryan Widel told the Chris-
tian County Headliner News. “To be able 
to show people the process, I think, is re-
ally cool.” 

Widel thought of the idea for a live clay 
competition last summer. He estimates 
he’s been putting the event together 
since September.  

“Quite frankly, I’m surprised I didn’t 
think of it sooner,” he said. “I’ve never seen 
anything like this before, so I’m really ex-
cited to be able to start it.”

Seniors Abigaile Janes and Eric Hunlock 
were two of Nixa’s seven competitors. 
They practiced techniques they planned 
to utilize leading up to the competition. 
There were six categories: three complet-
ed on a pottery wheel and another three 
through hand-building. Some were ac-
complished in pairs or groups, while oth-
ers were up to individuals. 

Hunlock competed in the individual 
pot-throwing event. 

“I actually have an at-home studio,” Hun-
lock said. He hopes to be an art teacher 

someday. “Mostly, on my own time, I’ve 
been practicing throwing height.”

Hunlock said he likes to create vases, 
though he’s working toward making bet-
ter mugs and bowls on his own time. 

“I’m just going to go in and I’m going 
to throw whatever I feel like throwing,” he 
said, prior to the competition. “I normally 
just let it come to me. When I try to throw 
a speciÿ c shape, it ends up coming out 
worse than I imagined.”

Janes said she competed in the area’s 
ÿ rst female wrestling competition, also at 
the high school on Saturday. 

“I’m going to lose, like, six minutes of 
my time,” she said, explaining her need to 
leave early for the wrestling meet. “That 
will be hard.” 

With a two-hour limit for each category 
of the competition, the artists knew that 
every minute counts. 

Widel said many of the Nixa students 
participating aren’t athletes. He said the 
opportunity to perform with a little nerve 
was a good experience for them. 

“Some of them were nervous thinking 
about going up against somebody else, 
like, ‘Oh, do I have enough time to do this 
and that?’ So, I think that in itself is a great 
teaching moment,” Widel said. 

First-place winners took home $25 gift 
cards to B&B movies. Second-place win-
ners received $10 Amazon gift cards. 
Competitors were judged by three south-
west Missouri  ceramics professionals, 
Michael Ashley of College of the Ozarks, 
Kevin Hughes of Missouri State University 
and David Lewis of Nixa’s L&R Specialties. 

“They’re judging on, essentially, what-
ever they want to,” Widel said prior to Clay 
It Up. “They’re going to know the catego-
ries and they’re going to know how much 
time the students have, and that’s pretty 

much it. If they want to judge more on 
technique and craftsmanship than cre-
ativity, then that’s up to them.”

Clay It Up attendees also had the op-
portunity to get their own hands dirty—
for $5, they could dip their hand into a 
colorful slip, print it onto a tall vase made 
by Widel, and have their name entered 
into a ra˙  e for the chance to win it later. 
The money raised went toward ceramics 
classes, the school’s ceramics club and a 
scholarship fund. 

Additionally, students’ ceramic works 
were on display inside the high school’s 
library. Originally, they were supposed to 
be at Nixa’s Main Event Center. 

“We had to change the venue, which is 
good and bad,” Widel said. “It’s good be-
cause it’s all under one venue, but it’s bad 
because now the pieces are sitting on li-
brary bookshelves instead of on pedestals 
in a gallery. I wanted it to be a little more 
special.”

Either way, Widel said he was proud to 
showcase what his art students were ca-
pable of. He ÿ gures the kinks will work 
themselves out as the event develops 
over the next few years. 

“I know a lot of my former students will 
say, ‘Why didn’t you do this while I was 
there?’ And these kids in a couple of years 
will hopefully see how big it is and say, 
‘Aw, I wish it would have been that big 
when I was there,’” Widel said. 

He explained that Branson and Willard 
schools were also invited to compete, but 
they declined. Widel has plans for the fu-
ture to help schools with smaller ceram-
ics programs be able to participate, too, 
including allowing students to only pay a 
fee for the competitive category they en-
ter in to. 

“Hopefully, it will get much, much bigger.”

CLAY IT
LIVE ART COMPETITION 

DRIVES CREATIVITY
BY SYDNI MOORE
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LIVE COMPETITIONS
 Individual Wheel :
1st - Leland Steiner, Nixa, 
 “Ouch”
2nd - Eric Hunlock, Nixa, 
 “Undergrowth”
3rd - Catie Rankin, Kickapoo

 � r� n Set:
1st - Sophie Schneider, Nixa,
  “Pitcher with Cups”
2nd - Quinnlyn Jenkins, Nixa, 
 “Chalice set”
3rd - Kaleah Robertson, Nixa, 
 “Bowls”

 Team � r� n:
1st - Imani Robinson & Elisa Peters, 
 Kickapoo, “2”
2nd - Caleb Aley & Eric Hunlock, 
 Nixa,  “Chad & Chuck”

 Team Hand Built: 
1st - Madison Casada, Kickapoo, 
 “Octo”
2nd - Caleb Aley, Nixa,    
 “Creature”
3rd - Elisa Peters, Kickapoo, 
 “From the Earth”

 Team Hand Built: 
1st - Kyleigh Rogers, Ozark, 
 “Teapot & Vase”
2nd - Maggie Lambert, Kickapoo,  
 “Boxes”
3rd - Destiny Pfau, Nixa, 
 “Smooth Around the Edges”

Team Points in Li�  E� nts:
1st  10 pts.
2nd  7 pts.
3rd  4 pts.

Nixa 62 pts.
Kickapoo  39 pts.
Ozark 21 pts. 
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Team Points in Li�  E� nts:

GALLERY/EXHIBITION
 B� t In Sh� : 
 Abigaile Janes, Nixa, 
 “The Lakota Will Rise”

 Wheel Sculpture:
1st - Caleb Aley, Nixa, 
 “Gilded Pearl”
2nd - Keppner Barker, Nixa, 
 “Intrepid Plebeian”
3rd - Megan Macchi, Kickapoo,
  “Stitched Cups”

 Wheel Func� 	 al :
1st - Olivia Hall, Kickapoo,
  “La Mesa Study”
2nd - Eric Hunlock, Nixa, 
 “Egyptian Trance”
3rd - Caleb Aley, Nixa, 
 “Endless Bottle”

 Hand Built Sculpture:
1st - Madison Casada, Kickapoo,
  “Four Hearts”
2nd - Casondra Calvin, Nixa, 
 “Where to Next”
3rd - Elisa Peters, Kickapoo, 
 “Myler de Colores”

 Hand Built Func� 	 : 
1st - Kylie St. John, Nixa, 
 “Mr. Ku’s Take Out”
2nd - Cam Greene, Kickapoo,   
 “Golden Apathy”
3rd - Kelcey Brown, Kickapoo, 
 “Face Jug”

LIVE ART COMPETITION 
DRIVES CREATIVITY
BY SYDNI MOORE
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FEMA Safe Room locations 
/Download app
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MELTON AUCTION 
& REALTY CO LLC

We Are The Only Auction Company You'll Ever Need!

 Melton Auction Company is a family owned business with 
over 55 years combined experience in all types of auctions:
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4 Real Estate

4 Farm Estate

4 Furniture

4 Antiques

4 Miscellaneous 

Items

www.MeltonAuction.com | Roger@MeltonAuction.com

Roger Melton | Highlandville, MO
417-830-0153 or 417-725-1801
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Community Driven. 
Customer Friendly. 

The Ozark Chevrolet Difference.

1020 North 18th Street | Ozark, MO

417-581-7513 | ozarkchev.com
550885b
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