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COMMITTED TO OUR COMMUNITY

christiancountylibrary.org  

OZARK (417)581-2432   NIXA (417)724-6100   CLEVER (417)743-2277

public computer access · wi-fi · e-books · online research tools · storytimes
classes and events for all ages · DVD, audiobook, magazine, and book checkout  

drive-up pick up & return service in Ozark & Nixa · meeting and study spaces
local history and genealogy resources · and more, FREE!
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You have welcomed me and my family to Nixa 
with open arms.  From our fi rst experience with 
Nixa at the Backyard Brawl last fall, we knew 
Nixa was a special place, but you have far 
exceeded our expectations.  We have nested 
and are ready for a great experience here.

So, what can you expect from me?  I know 
it has been 18 years since Nixa has been 
through a superintendent transition and there 
are lots of questions.  Well, let me put your 
fears to rest and let you know that my main 
goal is to keep Nixa as the shining example it 
has always been.  I will work to observe this 
fi rst year and where things need to be tweaked 
or adjusted, we will make those changes.  But, 
for the many things Nixa is doing well, there is 
no need to change those.

One of the major things you need to know is 
how much I believe in public education.  I am 
the product of public education, and without 
that I would not be where I am.  As a person 
with ADHD and dyslexia, I know that public 
education provides invaluable services to 
students who have learning diffi culties.

I am also a strong believer in safety and 
security.  If our students don’t feel safe at 
school, they cannot learn.  With the current 
climate in schools, you will fi nd my strong 
support for the district’s safety and security 
team and the work they have been doing.

I also believe in fi nding the best fi t for students 
so they are successful in school and life.  Having 
a wide array of programs for students to fi nd 
their God-given talents and use those to make 
the world a great place to live in is one of the 
best things we can do for our children.  They 
have each been given a unique set of skills, 
and we must work to give them opportunities 
to fl ourish.

We must also make sure students fi nd the 
best post-secondary route for their future.  
Gone are the days when we say that all 
students must attend a four-year college.  
Many will fi nd technical careers and post-
secondary training that will propel them to 
great success.  And, for those who take the 
college route, we will work to make sure they are 
as prepared as possible to go and fi nd success in 
whatever degree they pursue.

So, over these coming weeks and months, I look 
forward to meeting each of you.  Our community is 
strong when our schools are strong, and that takes 
each and every one of you to make that happen.

Thank you for the foundation you have laid for 
Nixa.

Thank you for the welcome you have given me, 
Monica, and the boys.

Sincerely,
Dr. Gearl Loden

To my new Nixa family, thank you.  
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RON CLEEK

• Criminal Cases
 Municipal, State  

and Federal cases

• Personal Injury
• Family Law
• Collections

SERIOUS LEGAL HELP
 FOR SERIOUS PROBLEMS

202 E. Elm, Ste. D • Ozark
(417) 485-3436

You should not choose your attorney 
based solely on advertising.
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“The Best Breakfast in Town”
N. L. A. Cafe

• Home cooked meals

• Specials every day

• Homemade pies

• Take-out orders

417-725-3510
533 W. Tracker Road, Nixa, MO at Elite Storage

Now Smoke-Free!
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By Sarah York

This year marks the twentieth anniversary of 
a program called Second Chance of Receiving 
an Education, or SCORE for short.  The pro-
gram has given over 400 students an opportu-
nity to graduate or get their GED when certain 
circumstances have put them at risk or it may 
have been more enticing for them to drop out of 
school.

The main focus of SCORE has been a program 
for students in 9th-12th grade that educates 
approximately 60-65 students each year and fol-
lows the same curriculum as Nixa High School.

SC
O

R
E turns

20
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Vehicle Maintenance & Repair Now 
Offering Vehicle Pickup & Delivery

724-1500 • 504 W. Kathryn, Nixa

95+ Years Combined Experience!

We Sell 
Tires

520212j

https://www.linkedin.com/in/billscorse
https://www.facebook.com/ejadvisorbillscorse
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Cheryl Huson, SCORE 
principal, states, “The 
SCORE program began 
in order to provide 
students with a smaller, 
more personal learning 
environment and help 
lower the dropout rate.” 

It’s not a new idea that 
a traditional classroom 
isn’t the best fi t for all 
students, and that is one 
area that SCORE meets. 
“SCORE has been 
ideal for students who 
struggle in the larger, 
traditional high school. 
It’s an investment in our 
students and the com-
munity,” Huson said.

Teachers, staff, and 
students all refer to 
SCORE as a family.  
Teachers are commit-
ted to developing a fun 
and caring environment 
in a more open class-
room setting.  Above all, 
everyone cherishes the 
relationships developed 
between the student 
and teacher. Huson 
says this is how strong 
and mutually respected 
relationships are formed, 
which leaves the stu-
dents feeling valued and 
cared for. 

Huson has made many 
memories throughout 
the years.  She said that 

one of the most 
inspirational aspects 
of the program is 
watching these 
students “who were 
once on the path 
to dropping out, 
achieve academic 
and personal suc-
cess.” There are 
many hardships that 
the students face 
and this program 
helps them push 
through their ob-
stacles.

Looking back, 
Huson said that 
she will also always 
remember the yearly 
graduation. Each of 
the graduates give 
a brief speech and 
thank those close 
to them. This tearful 
event leaves every-
one feeling warm 
and grateful for the 
opportunity to grow 
and learn in a com-
munity like SCORE.

“When the district 
makes the invest-
ment in an alterna-
tive school program, 
they are saying that 
ALL students matter 
and they all deserve 
the best education 
they can get,” stated 
Hudson.
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NIXA
COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

To learn more about NCF, call 417-527-8705 or visit nixacf.org.

A Way of Giving Back to the Community
If you want to improve the quality of life in Nixa, we can help make your giving 
as effective as possible. We’ll help you establish a charitable fund and award 

grants in accordance with your wishes. Since 1993, more than $2.3 million in 
grants and scholarships have been returned to our community through NCF.

We Can Help You Make a Difference
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Last year 
we awarded 

30 grants 
totaling 
$71,693

Jim  “Coop” & Elsie Cooper
Owners

1010 N Ravens Nest 
Nixa, MO 65714
417-724-2320 
1-888-814-3347

Domestic & Import 
Specializing in 

General Motors 
Cars, Trucks & SUVs 520322s

Acheivements
 Nixa Public Schools 
received the Golden 
Achievement Award 
for QuickNews TV

 Juniors Mark Meads 
and Carson Young 
placed 8th place in the 
nation at in Management 
Information Systems at 
FBLA Nationals

 Braxton Fischer and Logan 
Davies placed fi rst in the state 
in the Missouri Technology 
Education State contest with 
their CAD drafting skills. 

 All 3 large 
ensembles (Concert 
Band, Symphonic Band, 
and Wind Ensemble) 
earned a State I rating, 
the most of any band 
program participating. 
This is the highest rating 
awarded to bands. 
This is the 17th year 
in a row, and the 20th 
time out of the past 21 
years, that the band 
program has earned 
a I rating at MSHSAA 
State Large Ensemble 
contest. Congrats to 
all that worked so hard 
to represent Nixa with 
their fi ne performances!

 Catherine Everett, Sophia 
Jackson, & Mark Meads won 1st 
place in Senior Group Exhibit at the 
NHD state competition & Ellie Jett 
earned 3rd place in Individual Website 
Division. Catherine, Sophia, & Mark 
will represent Missouri at the national 
contest, while Ellie is an alternate.

 NHS students Sophia Jackson, Spencer Mende, Mark Meads, 
Carson Young, and Amanda Eckels qualifi ed for the FBLA-PBL National 
Leadership Conference after placing at state, including Spencer and 
Sophia’s state championship for Social Media Campaign Team. 

 NHS student Sophia 
Jackson is one of 15 
Missouri students to 
receive the Outstanding 
Achievement in Citizenship 
award from DESE & the MO 
Bar. This award recognizes 
outstanding high school 
students who demonstrate 
leadership, civic virtue, & 
service to their schools & 
communities. She is also 
the state champion in U.S. 
Extemporaneous Speaking. 

Acheivements2017-2018
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 Congratulations 
to the Nixa High 
School Reader’s 
Theatre for earning 
3rd place at State. 

Acheivements
 Nixa Junior High 
was presented 
with the March FBI 
Safe Online Surfi ng 
Internet Challenge 
Award. They were the 
number one school 
in the nation (out of 
approximately 1,755 
schools) with the 
highest cumulative 
score for the Shark 
Division (100+ 
students participating).

 Artwork from 
NHS students 
Claudia 
O’Steen, Ella 
Schober, and 
Kylie Garrett 
has been 
selected for 
the University 
of Central 
Missouri 
High School 
Competitive 
Art Exhibition 
for 2018. 
Their art was 
displayed in 
the Art Center 
hallways from 
March 26 to 
April 13.

 NHS art student Kailen Sherrill won Best 
of Show at the COC Art Show for her artwork 
“You’re a Better Door than a Window” and 
Claudia O’Steen won 1st runner-up Best of Show 
for her artwork “Torn.” Nine other students also 
placed at the show in their respective categories.

 Congratulations to Jay Osborne and Brock Blansit for receiving the 
Missouri Council for Exceptional Children’s Partner in Education Award 
for their work within the fi eld of special education and demonstrates 
ways to make students with disabilities feel welcome.

 Congratulations to Julie Snowbarger on 
being named paraprofessional of the year by the 
Missouri Council for Exceptional Children
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Hands on learning:  JTSD chickens & farmers market, 
Inman greenhouse, Mathews outdoor playground

Project-based learning is an active part of instruction at 
Nixa with hopes that students shift their learning from the 
classroom to real life experiences. When given the opportunity, 
children learn from inquiry, trial, and error. These are the fun-
damentals behind the projects of the Inman Greenhouse 
and Learning Center, Mathews outdoor classroom, 
Early Childhood Center’s Farm Day, and John Thomas 
School of Discovery farmers market and chicken coop.

Students Get Hands-On With Learning

by Danielle McGuire

Project-based learning is an active part of instruction 
at Nixa with hopes that students shift their learning from 

the classroom to real life experiences. When given the oppor-
tunity, children learn from inquiry, trial, and error. These are the 
fundamentals behind the projects of the Inman Greenhouse and 
Learning Center, Mathews outdoor classroom, Early Childhood 
Center’s Farm Day, and John Thomas School of Discovery farm-
ers market and chicken coop.

The Inman Greenhouse and Learning Center started 
with a year of fundraising in order to build what the students had 
dreamed up. The students were actively earning money for their 
project through their very own smoothie stand.  Each time they 
make smoothies, they worked on their successes by refl ecting on 
what was done, problem solving, and improving the smoothies or 
services, which resulted in higher sales and meeting their fund-
raising goal.   The students and staff also worked to secure many 

generous donations from the community.  For Inman teacher, 
Elaine Ashley, anything is possible. “Dream big, don’t let obstacles 
get in your way, never give up, and everyone is valuable and has 
great things to offer so look for their strengths in all situations,” 
Elaine said. 

Elaine’s class was able to pour the foundation and build the 
frame of the greenhouse with the help of parents, grandparents, 
and other local community members. The next group of students 
will learn to run the greenhouse’s raised beds and landscaped 
area as well as the learning center where math, science, and 
research will be used to understand the water cycle, seasons, 
and germination.

Over at Mathews Elementary, students and teachers 
implemented a hands-on learning feature that students could 
help create and enjoy. The outdoor classroom was a building-
wide project that started with a collaboration between each and 
every student and teacher. Mathews kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd-
grade teachers chose sensory equipment they would like to see 

“It’s so important to involve 
families in their child’s learning so 
that they can extend that learning 
into the home and the activities 
they do as a family.”

Page 8

Story is written by Danielle 
McGuire
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Hands on learning:  JTSD chickens & farmers market, 
Inman greenhouse, Mathews outdoor playground

Students Get Hands-On With Learning
outside that helped children’s bodies 
and brains. Using project-based learn-
ing, 3rd-grade teachers and students 
used research to fi nd what would be 
most cost effective in both the long-
term and short-term. Students found 
the measurements of the outdoor 
classroom area and wrote persuasive 
essays in hopes that the community 
would donate to the project. 

With the most successful
Move-A-Thon yet, the entire school 
participated in a building-wide fund-
raiser in hopes of making their outdoor 
classroom a reality. With a glow-in-the-
dark theme and tagline, “Glow Big or 
Glow Home,” students and teachers 
raised money for the outdoor class-
room by inviting the community to join 
students during a dance party. Students 
at Mathews also used a local voting day 
as an opportunity to vote on a school 
shirt to promote the event while learn-
ing about the voting process. In May, 
a ribbon cutting ceremony kicked-off 
construction that should be completed 
for the 2018-19 school year.

The Early Childhood Center gave 
their little eagles the opportunity to 
learn with a hands on approach at their 
Farm Day. ECC’s Farm Day consisted 
of fi rst hand experiences and memora-
ble activities from sheep shearing and 
cow milking to animal interaction, such 
as horse riding and chicken chasing. 
“We had so much fun watching our little 
guy at his Farm Day! I mean, where 
else can your four year old safely shave 
a sheep,” said parent Katrina McCor-
mick.

The children’s imaginations lit up with 
excitement when they were able to use 
their senses as a means of learning. “It 
was great to see Jude at the different 
stations learning in an environment de-
signed just for him. The activities were 
so creatively designed to give the kids 
a sense of being on a farm, and yet, we 
were in the school gym,” stated Nixa 
parent Beth Alvarez. 

Continued on page 10

“...The activities were so creatively designed
to give the kids a sense of being on a farm,

and yet, we were in the school gym...”
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Hands on learning cont.

Several community members volunteered their time to 
bring supplies, props, and animals to benefi t the children. 
This allowed people to see how ECC’s program benefi ts 
young students within the district in more ways than 
one. Jodi Hazlewood, early childhood teacher, said from 
experience, “It’s so important to involve families in their 
child’s learning so that they can extend that learning into 
the home and the activities they do as a family.” Connect-
ing the learning within the classroom with a hands-on 
approach makes for an impactful and memorable experi-
ence during an important time during the beginning 
stages of a child’s educational experience.

Continued from page 9
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Hands on learning cont.

With all of the unique opportunities Nixa stu-
dents are involved in, John Thomas School of Dis-

covery wanted to create something our school community 
didn’t have, a Farmer’s Market. The goal was to teach stu-
dents, through math and science, what a greenhouse could 
produce for their community. By using their classroom 
knowledge to calculate germination time, observe the plant’s 
growth, and estimate costs, students would communicate 
with community members through advertising pieces and 
marketing tools in hopes to have a sustainable greenhouse 
and donate to a local food pantry.

The JTSD student’s work went even further by approach-
ing the Nixa City Council in hopes to have chickens at their 
school to raise for educational purposes. The goal was to sell 
eggs at the farmers market which would, in turn, teach the 
students about self-sustaining food along with other gar-
dening and business practices. Fourth-grader Arden Parker 
said she thinks raising chickens will give students a “special 
learning experience.” The city council voted to amend the city 
ordinance to allow JTSD to raise chickens, which led to an 
overwhelming amount of excitement across the whole school 
as several grades will help take care of the chickens in some 
way. Instructional Technology Facilitator Ryan Mahn said, 
“Kindergarten through 6th grade has a role with the chicks, 
and then the 6th graders will help the 4th graders sell the 
eggs at our farmers market.” 

With all of these unique opportunities making an impact on 
our Nixa students, as well as our community, the hands-on 
approach that teachers are becoming so passionate about is 
instilling an excitement in children that will help them explore 
their passions as they prepare for their future life endeavors.

Get Your 
FREE Trial 
Subscription 

NOW!

To redeem your FREE Trial Subscription, 
go to: CCHeadliner.com/Sample

Read all about the 
latest local news 

and get up to date 
on local advertisers 
in print and online 

every week!

Special 
Offer

HEADLINER NEWS
Christian County

and Nixa Enterprise Your local, hometown newspaper

114 N. 2nd Ave, Ozark | 417-581-3541
www.ccheadliner.com

533600jm
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by Sarah York

Safety and security has been 
on the forefront of everyone’s 
minds lately.  With over 6,200 

students that attend Nixa daily, 
that issue has been a major part of 
Nixa’s daily planning.

When discussing safety, there are 
more ways every year that schools 
need to be protecting their students. 
From weather to active shooters, 
safety is a top priority. Scott McDon-
ald, Nixa’s Board of Education Presi-
dent, stated, “In addition to traditional 
fi re and tornado drills, Nixa Public 
Schools has implemented intruder 
drills and active shooter drills for 
both students and faculty.” The dis-
trict recognizes potential threats and 
takes preventative actions toward 
keeping students and staff safe.

Nixa Public Schools has been 
prepared for weather related issues 
by providing FEMA safe rooms 
on many of the campuses.  The 
public ones are located at Nixa 
High School, Nixa Junior High, 
Inman Intermediate, and Mathews 
Elementary and are open once 
a tornado watch and/or tornado 
warning is issued. The FEMA team 
is on call daily and is ready to act 
and react when severe weather 
hits.  Precautions for these events 
are reviewed and updated quarterly 
and the FEMA team carries out 
the plan.  For full information on the 
safe rooms and their locations, go to 
www.nixapublicschools.net/tornado.

In regard to security for the dis-
trict, McDonald stated that the board 
prioritizes investing in school police 
offi cers, over 200 security cameras, 
and “providing secure entrances 
and security systems on all school 
buildings.” A security measure that 
has been in place for several years 
now is “creating secure bulletproof 
vestibules at the entrances of our 
schools” which would help prevent 
a potential intruder from getting into 
the schools.

However, parents, students, and 
staff have a major part to play in 
school safety and keeping our 
buildings secure.  Parents should 
never have students meet them at 
a side door to pick up anything.  All 
things should be dropped off at the 
front offi ce to the schools.  Students 
should never open doors for other 
students during the school day.  
Everyone needs to enter the front of 
the building.  The current threats to 
our schools include custody issues 
with angry parents as well as threats 
from our own students.  Having 
everyone enter the front of the 
building helps control access during 
the day.

When McDonald was asked why 
upkeeping safety is an important 
investment for the board, he stated, 
“The most important thing we do as 
a district is to maintain a safe and 
secure learning environment for all 
students and staff. So as a board, 
it’s our main priority to make sure 
they are safe.”

Safety Security

12          THE NEST   NIXA PUBLIC SCHOOLS MAGAZINE SUMMER 2018



SPRING 2018  THE NEST   NIXA PUBLIC SCHOOLS MAGAZINE          13          

Safety and Tips
Safety and Security is everyone’s 
business when it comes to our 
schools.  Here are some things we can 
all do to keep our students safe:
 • All non-staff members (including 
parents and family members) must 
enter the front of the building.  The 
biggest threat to our schools outside 
of student issues are angry parents 
and custody issues.
 • Parents should always drop things 
off at the front offi ce.  Do not meet 
your children at a side door.
 • Don’t speed through parking lots or 
school zones
 • Don’t prop open exterior doors 
when at schools or using the schools 
on the weekends
 • Students shouldn’t let other 
students in the side doors.  If a student 
is outside, they need to enter the front 
of the building.
 • Parents, talk with (not at) your 
children.  They see and know more 
than you’d ever realize.  Having regular 
conversations about what is going on 
at school can help you understand 
their lives and also be aware of any 
potential threats.
 • Mental health is a big deal.  And, 
it’s okay to ask for help or get help for 
your children.
 • Parents, download the Nixa app 
for your iPhone or Android device and 
make sure notifi cations are turned 
on.  Also, make sure you have listed 
at least one email in the Blackboard 
Connect/Rapid Notifi cation section of 
the registration information.
 • If you notice unusual activity or 
hear something, call 911 if it is urgent, 
call the Missouri School Violence 
hotline at 1-866-748-7047, or let your 
school know.

Security in Nixa
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• Who is/was your favorite
teacher and why?

My second grade teacher, Mrs. Darron, 
was my favorite teacher growing up.  She 
used science throughout all of her lessons 
which I now do myself at John Thomas 
School of Discovery.  She was always very 
kind, understanding, and never judgemental 
if we didn’t understand something.  

• If money was unlimited. What would 
you do with your summer vacation?

If money was unlimited for my sum-
mer vacation, I’d want to travel to as many 
countries as I could with my family.  I’d want 
to visit historical places I’ve studied.  I’m 
sure my family would add to the list as well.  
Knowing my daughter we’d probably stay in 
a country that needed help and she’d want 
to use our unlimited funds to feed others.  

• If you could be anything in the world, 
what would you be and why?

If I could be anything in the world I would 
be a teacher.   I wanted to be a teacher as 
long as I can remember.  

• What is an unusual fact about you?
An unusual fact about me is that I have 

had several knee surgergeries.  I had 
screws placed in my left knee but was still 
able to run on cross country teams in both 
high school and college.

• What is your secret talent?
A secret talent that I have would be 

painting.  When I was younger I took 
painting lessons and enjoyed art.  I 
did receive blue ribbons for my work, 
however, I never felt that I was to 
pursue an art degree.

• If you had a super power,
what would it be?

A super power that I would want to 
have is superhuman endurance.  I love 
endurance running and if I had this 
super power I could run forever and 
not get tired.  I would also be able to 
plan better lessons for my students.  At 
home, I’d be able to complete all of my 
ideas I have.  I’m constantly thinking of 
things to do, but run out of energy.  It 
would be amazing to never be tired.

• Would you rather live without the 
internet or live without heating and AC?

I’d rather live without heating and 
air conditioning, than without 
internet.  I love learning, and the 
internet is an amazing resource 
full of knowledge right at your 
fi ngertips.  I’d use the internet to 
fi gure out innovative ways 
to live without heating and 
cooling or to fi nd a place 
that didn’t require either.  

• Would you rather be 
able to teleport anywhere 
or read minds?

I would rather teleport 
anywhere than read 
minds.  Reading minds 
can be a bit scary and 
I’d rather not know what 
others are thinking.  If I 
could teleport anywhere, 
traveling would be so much 
easier as I do get car sick.  
It would allow me to travel 
quickly to the places my 
students and I are learning 
about.  I could bring back 
artifacts and pictures.  Better 
yet, maybe I could take my 
whole class with me.  That would 
be an amazing learning experience. 

• What was your favorite toy 
growing up?

Growing up, some of my favorite toys 
were matchbox cars.  I enjoyed learn-
ing about cars and going to car 
shows.  I did have dolls but I usually 
set them up for display only.  

• What accomplishment are you most 
proud of?

The accomplishment I am most proud 
of is becoming a teacher.  It was what I 
wanted to do.  I will never forget the day 
I got my fi rst teaching job.  I remember 
grabbing the principal’s arm and thanking 
her.  Looking back, she probably thought 
I was a bit strange but I was excited and 
ready to start.  

• What would you do if you were
invisible for a day?

If I was invisible for a day, I would prob-
ably sneak into the Oval offi ce to hear the 
top secret conversations.  I would want to 
know what really goes on. 

• If you could time travel where 
would you go?

If I could time travel, I would go back 
to the Biblical times to watch the Red 
Sea part and walk through.  I would 

also want to time travel to various 
times in history to meet Anne 
Frank or Abraham Lincoln.  

• What’s your guilty pleasure 
snack food?

Most of the time, I’m a health 
nut, however I do enjoy the oc-

casional Andy’s trip with my 
family.  My daughter and I 

like to split the Choco-
late Brownie Concrete. 

• What do you hope 
to accomplish each 
year in your

class- room?
My main goals that I hope to 

accomplish each year are that 
every student leaves with a love for 
learning and has an idea of what 
their gifts are that they can use to 
help others.  

• Why is it important that 
teachers believe that all 

children can learn?
It is important that teachers believe 

that all children can learn because 
that belief can change the direc-
tion of a child’s life.  I feel it is even 
important to go as far as visualizing 
what you think they are going to 
become when they grow up.  When 
you do that, you begin to treat the 
child that way and they rise up 
to your expectations.  Belief and 
encouragement can do amazing 

things in people’s lives.
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Sarah Miesner
Nixa Public Schools 2018
Teacher of the Year
Missouri Regional Teacher of the Year
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The Nixa Board of Education received the top two 
honors a board can receive in the state of Missouri.

T he school board earned the 
Outstanding Board of Education 
for 2018 from the Missouri School 

Boards’ Association.  Nixa was one of 20 
school boards out of 520 school district to 
be named a Missouri Outstanding Boards 
of Education.  The Outstanding Boards 
of Education awards were aligned to six 
specifi c categories of the Missouri Public 
Education Vision Project. Winners in the 

respective category were selected by a 
committee made up of school board mem-
bers from districts throughout the state.  
Nixa Public Schools received the award in 
Physical and Environmental Resources.

In addition to this top honor, Nixa was 
one of 24 Missouri school boards to 
receive the Missouri School Boards’ 
Association’s 2018 Governance Team 
Award. This prestigious award is based on 

a school boards’ outstanding commitment 
to ongoing professional development 
in areas such as student achievement, 
school law and fi nance, board operations 
and contemporary issues in education. 
The award also recognizes their commit-
ment to regional and statewide leadership 
and to active participation in legislative 
advocacy for public schools and the stu-
dents they serve.




