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19-21 Girls Swimming

17-18 Girls Basketball

22-23 Wrestling

FALL ACHIEVEMENTS
Cross Country

For the first time in school history, the program qualified both the
boys and girls teams. It was the first time in Nixa history that both
teams competed together in the same year.  Both the boys and
girls placed 13th. 

Football 

An injury and adversity-struck season saw the team still make
history by defeating Webb City for the first time ever in school
history. The team finished the year 8-3, defeated Ozark and kept
the BYB Trophy in Nixa and reached the district semifinals. The
team's only losses were to Joplin (2x) and Carthage.

Soccer

Defeated Rock Bridge and Hickman for the first time ever, started
the year 2-0, and reached a nine-game winning streak at one
point in the season, finishing the year 14-9 and reached the
district semifinals.  Landon Myers received Academic All-State
Honors and was the team's lone recipient from Nixa.

Girls Golf

Mia Farrar competed at the state tournament and placed 30th.

Volleyball

Were the undefeated COC Champions and finished with a perfect
set record of 27-0. Crowned its third-consecutive district title, and
reached the Class 5 State quarterfinals, finishing with an overall
record of 31-5

Softball

Won the district and conference title for the first time in over ten
years. The team went undefeated in the COC, reached the Class 5
State quarterfinals, and finished with a record of 23-9.

Boys Swimming

Finnley Bertholdi and Kai Brownlee competed as individual
qualifiers at the state meet with all three relay teams. Brownlee
placed 13th (100 back) and 22nd (200 free) and Bertholdi 23rd
(dive). With Brownlee, Quinn Cates, Gavin Jessen, Ethan Gordon,
and Riley Stewart formed the relay teams who placed 24th (400
free), 25th (200 free) and 29th (200 medley).

Girls Tennis

Reached the district quarterfinals and finished the year 9-4 as the
COC runners-up, both regular season and tournament. 
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VOLLEYBALL, DRURYBASKETBALL, ROCKHURSTBASKETBALL, ROCKHURSTBASKETBALL, DRURY

RHIANNA GIBBONS ALI KAMIES MACIE CONWAY ADDISON TAUAI

JAYCEE FIXSEN

VOLLEYBALL, MISSOURI STATE

SYDNEY GOLDEN DAKOTA  HALE COOPER  DUNCAN ASHLYN ALLISON

TRACK & FIELD, CONCORDIABASEBALL, MCKENDREESOFTBALL, BENEDICTINEVOLLEYBALL, UNI

"They were the perfect fit overall.
Nothing else could take my attention
away from them and it was the only
place I wanted to be." - Rhianna Gibbons

"I chose Rockhurst because of the team!
The girls and the coaches were a perfect
fit for me!"  -  Ali Kamies

"When I was in contact with Rockhurst, I
felt at home and a part of the family.
That is what initially drew my attention
to the school. The school fits my
academic needs and is the size I wanted
to play at. Also having Ali [Kamies] along
my side was super appealing; it just felt
right." - Macie  Conway

"There are multiple reasons why I chose UNI.
The first time I went there and entered the
McLeod center, which is where UNI plays their
volleyball games, it just felt right. It was
where I could see myself the most." 
-  Syndey Golden

"My number one reason for choosing MSU is
because of the coaching. They have new
coaches that have already helped me so
much, and I love the energy they have." 
- Jaycee  Fixsen

"Drury is close to home and it was such an
obvious choice for me, as I’ve watched the
team play for years and loved every second of
it. Coach Bahner was absolutely amazing in
the recruiting process." - Addision Tauai

"Other schools weren't really on my mind
even. I went on a visit to Benedictine and
absolutely fell in love with the school. I'm
looking forward to their family and
tradition." - Dakota Hale

"Coach Stepp, the head coach, is from
Nixa and the recruiting coordinator is as
well. I have family up in St. Louis. They
are very stat driven and their coaches are
young and I kinda clicked with them." 
- Cooper Duncan

"I chose Concordia because it truly just
felt right. The team and the program are
a huge family atmosphere. Also, the
business law program is a really great
and strong program.” - Ashlyn Allison

NOVEMBER 2021 SIGNING DAY
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FALL DISTRICT CHAMPIONS &

S T A T E  C O M P E T I T O R S

VOLLEYBALL (3RD CONSECUTIVE)

SOFTBALL (1ST SINCE 2010)

BOYS & GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY 

(1ST TIME EVER BOTH BOYS & GIRLS

TEAMS COMPETED TOGETHER)

KAI BROWNLEE & RELAY TEAMS MIA FARRAR
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C O C  C H A M P I O N S
 NIXA JUNIOR HIGH

7TH BOYS CROSS COUNTRY 8TH BOYS CROSS COUNTRY

8TH GIRLS BASKETBALL GIRLS WRESTLING 7TH GIRLS VOLLEYBALL

7TH GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY 8TH GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY

8TH GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
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FALL ALL-STATE ATHLETES
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KAEL
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REGIONAL CHAMPIONS,
BRONZE STATE FINISH
For the first time in program history, Nixa cheer swept the Missouri Cheerleading Coaches Association
(MCCA) Kansas City Regional competition, as both the junior high and high school teams won the
championships in their respective divisions.

The high school team competed against Lathrop and Willard in the large coed division. Their performance
routine received a score of 104.53, which was over ten points better than the second-place team Lathrop.
Lathrop's score was 91 while Willard's third-place score was 87.37. 

The junior high team competed in the small junior high school division against Bolivar, East Atchinson,
Poplar Bluff, Reeds Spring, and Willard. The team saved their best performance for the finale, as the Lady
Eagles' regional-championship winning routine was their top score of the season. Nixa’s junior high team
received a score of 96.13, besting Poplar Bluff's 93.27.

The high school’s regional-championship winning routine secured their spot in the state championship
competition and a trip to Cape Girardeau.

At state, Nixa faced the same opponents during regionals as they did state, with the addition of Timberland.

Nixa went on to score 96.60 for their state-competition routine, and won third place in the large coed
division. Seven athletes were awarded with MCCA All-State honors post competition: Kali Pyle (5A Backs),
Maddy Lister (5A Backs), Brooke Gomas (5A Bases), Chloe Lawson (5A Jumps), Kinga Banga (5A Jumps),
Madison Cateno (5A Tumbling), and Brayden Dennis (5A Tumbling).
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MORE THAN A GAME
During the 2021 fall sports season, a few of the Nixa programs spread awareness and raised funds for certain
causes. Collectively, all three sports raised over $7500.

Lace Up 4 Pediatric Cancer - Softball - $2,025

The Lady Eagles softball team hosted Ozark in September for the Lace Up 4 Pediatric game. Both Nixa and
Ozark wore gold shoelaces, sported gold in their hair, and started an online campaign to raise funds and
awareness for those battling pediatric cancer within the community. 

Before the game began, a ceremonial first pitch was thrown out by Donovan Shuley, a Nixa senior, who
battled a brain tumor. Post pitch Shuley received a standing ovation and signed ball from the Lady Eagles.

The Nixa and Ozark communities raised $2,025 which will be donated to the foundation. Those funds will be
used to improve the lives of kids battling cancer by providing financial assistance, funding innovative
research, developing and implementing unique hospital programs, and granting personal wishes.

Dig for a Cure Night (Breast Cancer of the Ozarks Foundation) - Volleyball - $2,089

The Nixa and Branson volleyball teams unite every year for the annual Dig for a Cure game in October. This
year it was held in Eagle Fieldhouse and was a huge success. The gym was decorated in pink, the teams
rocked pink uniforms, survivors were honored pregame, and Nixa won on the scoreboard as well. 

The two teams raised a total of $2,089 through various ways, like t-shirts and an online and onsite donation
campaign. The funds were donated to the Breast Cancer of the Ozarks Foundation

Breast Cancer of the Ozarks Foundation - Cross Country - $3,430

Nixa hosted the annual COC cross country meet at Inman Elementary. Each team throughout the COC
contributed in some facet to the total amount raised. As a collective conference, the COC raised $3,430 that
was donated to the Breast Cancer of the Ozarks Foundation. 

$
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GOLDEN’S AMAZING
CAREER CAPPED OFF WITH
NATION’S TOP HONORS
One of the best players in America. That’s how Lady Eagles’ setter Sydney Golden can be addressed.

The University of Northern Iowa (UNI) signee was one of ten players from Missouri to be named an
American Volleyball Coaches’ Association (AVCA) All-American, and the lone recipient selected to
the first team. Golden is also only the third-ever player from southwest Missouri to be selected to
the first-team.  

Golden also became Nixa’s and Missouri’s all-time assist record holder. But, personal achievements
were never the intent. 

"Individual honors were never something I set out to achieve but it takes a lot of hard work and
hours paid behind the scenes. With the sport I play, awards aren't individual to me," Golden stated.
"I had great teammates and coaches who always pushed me to be the best I could be and that
means more than anything. I've never been able to achieve anything without the people I've been
surrounded by. I have never been the person wanting to fall short of my potential which has made
me a disciplined athlete throughout the years."

Longtime teammate Jaycee Fixsen was also selected as an honorable mention recipient. Fixsen
graduated at semester and headed off to Missouri State to become a rival once Golden begins play
at UNI in the fall.

MaxPreps.com, recently selected Golden to their High School Volleyball All-America Second Team.
She was the only player from Missouri selected to any team. 

Golden goes down as an all-time great in Nixa history with over 90 wins, three district titles, two
final-four appearances, and one state championship, in addition to other state and national awards. 

With the help of her teammates, Goldens only hopes that the foundation has been set for the future.
"I hope that in the last four years we have set an expectation of excellence and a legacy for years to
come."

A two-year final four run ended in a heartbreaker to Rock Bridge in the 2021 state quarterfinals. 

Her final season ended with 1,081 assists (10.7 per set) giving her a total of 3,920 assists, 996 digs,
and 215 kills for her Lady Eagle career.



Wes Hatman saved his best race for last.

The senior and two-time state qualifying runner achieved a new
personal-record time, improved over 100 places, and was just six
places shy from an All-State medal at this year’s Class 5 state
championship meet for cross country.

He was joined by all of his teammates, too, which has not
happened for the boys team since 1998. It was also the first time
ever that both the Nixa boys and girls team qualified and competed
in the same year.

“It was like a dream,” Hatman said of Nixa qualifying a team. “I’ve
been hoping for a team to qualify with me for four years now. For
that to happen my senior year was great.”

That qualification came following a hectic and muddy district race
in Bolivar, where Hatman knew he had to perform well.

“Going into districts, we knew we’d beat the teams already in order
to qualify but still were the underdogs in the meet and embraced
it,” stated Hatman. “I knew I had to place well in order for the team
to make it to state. I was in the lead pack for almost two miles and I
was able to hang on.” 

But, it wasn’t until he crossed the finish line at districts that
Hatman knew Nixa was headed to state.

“I crossed the finish line, went to the ground, and then eventually
sat up to all my teammates rolling in,” he said postrace. “I was like,
‘Wow, this is great’, because I didn’t see other teams finishing like
we did. We had five in the top 31, and two more right behind them.
At that moment, I knew we made state.”

A week after districts, Nixa traveled to Columbia for the elusive
state championships at Gans Creek, where Hatman previously
posted his season-best time (16:14) in September. 

Continuing the role he assumed at the beginning of the season,
Hatman gathered his teammates for a pre-race talk.

“We have mostly freshmen and sophomores on the team, so being
able to go out there and lead them, with our other senior Kaiden
McCormick, was really awesome,” he said. “I told them, ‘Hey, this is
going to be a good experience for you whether it goes well or not.
Just go out there and have fun and finish the season strong.’”

At state, Hatman bested that previous time. He was seeded 36th
coming into his race, and he crossed the finish line in 31st at 16:05,
the fastest ever in his career.

The Eagles were seeded 15th coming into state, and the team
improved to 13th at state. 

Hatman had a lot to overcome going into the 2021 state meet.
During the 2020 state meet he was battling leg pain and illness. He
pushed hard but got third-to-last with a time of 19:15. 

Coming in this year I was just trying to be at the opposite end of the
spectrum. I was seeded arounded 36 or so, and I knew I could do
better than that. I learned from junior year to get out fast, stay with
the pack, and let everyone do the work for me,” said Hatman of this
year’s state experience. 

ENDING WITH DREAM
COME TRUE STATE
RACE, SCHOLARSHIP

“I felt really prepared and confident. I was ready to get out fast and
do my best. I did that and ended up putting myself in a good
position two thirds of the way into the race, held on, and finished
where I wanted to.”

Overall, aside from winning a medal, Hatman could not have asked
for a better ending to his long-endured career.

“It was really gratifying,” he said. “All of the work I’ve put in over the
last four years and being able to come in and run my best race of my
high school career in my last race of my high school career was
pretty big, and being able to do it with the team and celebrate with
them was cool.”

Much of Hatman’s personal satisfaction and success is attributed to
the training during the summer between his junior and senior years.
Throughout the training, Hatman was motivated more than ever,
due in large part from an absence from track season in the spring
because of an injury.

“A lot of my work outside of running was focused on recovery so I
don't get hurt again this season,” he said. “I was a lot more
consistent with my training this summer and did not miss any
weeks, while making sure I’m rolling out, icing, eating enough food,
and getting enough sleep.”

Hatman’s high school career ends in a scholarship to join fellow
summer 2021 training partners and former Nixa teammates Eros
Sustaita and Will Kershaw at Drury University to run track and cross
country.

Ultimately, the program’s future was the deciding factor for his
commitment.

“Drury felt at home for me with the team atmosphere, and I really
believe in the direction that coach [Lee] Wood has planned
forward,” said Hatman on choosing Drury.
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Mia Farrar made her second-straight appearance in the state golf
tournament. 

In many regards, it was a home match, as the Class 4 tournament
was held at Rivercut. It was also a tale of two different
conditions. 2020’s conditions were rainy, muggy, and windy,
whereas 2021 was sunny and perfect.

"The weather conditions this year were good which helped a
lot," Farrar said. 

This year’s tournament also witnessed an increased number of
competitors, as MSHSAA decreased the number of districts by
almost half by combining several around the state, just not in
golf but the majority of sports across Missouri.

Although she improved upon her freshman-year score and
performance, Farrar’s overall placement did not, due to that
influx of competitors and minor errors.

"There were more people but I don’t think I can only blame that.
I think that I didn’t play to my full ability and there were mistakes
made and strokes I would definitely take back. I did improve
which was good but I am looking to be higher in the finishes next
season."

Regardless, it was a remarkable second season for her.

Besides State, she was a medalist who placed in the top-ten at
every tournament this year, including a silver at the conference
tournament and fourth at Districts that secured her right at the
state tournament.

"This year was a pretty good year but there are definitely things I
would have done differently," she said. "I had put in a lot of work
going into this season which I think helped tremendously. 
 Improvements are the key to any sport and I am making sure
that good improvements are going into my game this offseason."

The Class 4 tournament fielded 81 golfers across the state. After
day one, Farrar was seated in a four-way tie at 39th with a score
of 88. That 88 was driven by two birdies and five pars. Day two,
Farrar displayed much more consistency throughout each hole.
Despite no birdies, Farrar sank eleven pars, seven of which came
on the front nine. She concluded day two four strokes better
than her previous, at 84, shooting a front 39 and a back 45.

Farrar’s scores of 88 and 84 totaled 172, placing her yet again in a
four-way tie at the end of day two. She went on to place 30th in
the 2021 Class 4 state tournament. 

The future is bright for Farrar and a medal finish is more than
likely year three. She will enter next season as a two-time state-
qualifying golfer, placing 27th in 2020 and 30th in 2021, and is
one of Missouri’s top-30 in back-to-back years for Class 4.

"I am ready for next season and am training even harder to make
the outcome better. I would love a medalist finish and am
hopeful for the next two years," she stated. "I need to just focus
on the next shot and not the end result."

TWO TOP-3O FINISHES  
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EAGLES
DESTINED FOR
PICTURE-
PERFECT ENDING
IN OSBORNE’S
FAREWELL

ONE LAST TIME

"MY JOY THIS YEAR IS GOING TO HOPEFULLY
BE ABLE TO WATCH THIS TEAM EVELOP
FROM A GOOD TEAM TO A GREAT TEAM.
THAT’S MY GOAL. THAT’S MY AMBITION.”

- JAY OSBORNE, HEAD COACH
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It’s the final season of Nixa Eagles basketball with Jay Osborne at
the helm, closing out a 30-year coaching career that has witnessed
the winningest coach in Blue and Gold Tournament history with
over 550 Nixa wins, one state championship, three final four
appearances, 12 district championships, seven Blue and Gold titles.
This resume of achievements has all led to Osborne receiving an
induction into the Missouri Sports Hall of Fame, both as a program
and now an individual. 

All the pieces align yet again to add to the legendary coaches’
profile.

But, it’s not about Osborne.

“I don’t want the season to be about me. I told the players the other
day it’s their season, not mine,” Osborne stated. “We’ve had some
awesome teams over the years. We’ve had some great players.
Some of the best teams, players, and memories I have are watching
good teams become great teams.”

Osborne also added, “So my joy this year is going to hopefully be
able to watch this team grow, mold, be great teammates, and
become an unselfish team. I want to watch this team develop from
a good team to a great team. That’s my goal. That’s my ambition.” 

A great team they can be, featuring a roster of many returners led
by one of the most talented and feared backcourts in the area, if not
the state, Division I prospects Colin Ruffin and Kael Combs.

Playing for Osborne, though, comes with high expectations, which
his players must meet day in and day out.

“Our expectations are to compete and win every game we play,”
Osborne stated of this year’s expectations. “We have a tough
schedule and the expectations are high: win districts, win the Blue
and Gold, win the NIT, win Conference, and go to the Final Four.”

Last year’s Eagles' team witnessed great success: 25-4, undefeated
COC champions who defeated every opponent by double digits and
secured the District title for the first time since 2017.

Three-of-the-five starters from that team return, and according to
Osborne, are good pieces to work with. All averaged double-digit
figures a night: Combs (13.4 PPG), Ruffin (12 PPG), and Jaret Nelson
(10.8 PPG).

Seniors Colten Berry and Jordyn Turner were key role players a year
ago and will embark on a starting and more integral role this
season. Off the bench, six-foot-two Turner drained 23 three
pointers, averaging 5.4 PPG.

All-State, All-Conference, and All-District Colin Ruffin, senior point
guard, will be the team leader once again, guided by his backcourt
counterpart, Combs. Both stand at 6-foot-3.



Keith Piepmeirer, senior guard, will be a role player for Osborne to
rely upon coming off the bench.

Osborne and his Eagles sit as Missouri’s Class 6 No. 3-ranked team in
the state, prior to Christmas, with wins over Bentonville West, a
come-from-behind victory vs. Parkview, Willard, Father Tolton
Catholic, and Fayetteville.

Combs is averaging nearly 20 PPG prior to the Blue and Gold
Tournament, where Nixa was this year’s Blue Division’s No. 1 seed,
placed third, and set a new tournament record with 19 made threes
in their opening game vs. Mt. Vernon. Ruffin had eight of those.

The annual Nixa Invitational Tournament field in late January,
where the Eagles seek to regain the title for the first time since 2017,
consists of Belton, Blair Oaks, Cape Notre Dame, Hillcrest, Logan-
Rogersville, Marquette, and New Madrid Co. Central.

Nixa begins its district-title defense in late February. This year’s
district match-up will be different from last year since the state
combined several districts. Nixa will compete in Class 6 District 5
with Carthage, Central (Springfield), Joplin, Kickapoo, Lebanon,
Ozark, and Republic. Joplin plays host.

All things aside, Osborne is going to appreciate and hope for the
little things this season.

“I’m just going to enjoy the season. I hope we have a good student
body. I hope we have a good turnout for our home games. I hope we
have a great year,” he said.

Looking back on his career, Osborne will also miss the little things.

“I will miss practice. I will miss games,” stated Osborne. “I will miss
being around our players because even though I don’t show it all the
time and not in a good mood at practice, and that’s because I’m a
perfectionist, it’s hard for me to watch mistake, after mistake, after
mistake, but I do understand that there’s a growth in all that, I will
miss it.”

Overall, if Osborne’s Eagles execute the small things, Nixa could be
unstoppable.

“We have kids that play extremely hard and are ball handlers. We
should be a really good shooting and an outstanding rebound team.
Our turnovers should be minimal,” said Osborne. “If we can execute
help-team defense, defensive rotations, and get good at that, we’ll
be hard to beat.”

Ruffin spent the summer and offseason rehabilitating a knee injury
and taking a visit to Bruce Weber’s Kansas State Wildcats amongst
other schools. 

Combs is fresh off of a breakout junior campaign and four-year
absence from the gridiron that has led to a wide-receiver All-State
selection and collegiate offers from Division I schools Southern
Mississippi and Missouri State to play football. Missouri State is
Combs’ second offer from the university, as he received one last
spring to play for Dana Ford and his Bears on the basketball court.
Expect many more colleges ringing for Combs after this season.

“Colin is really really good with the ball. When the ball is in his
hands, he’s a really unselfish player and sees the floor and is not
afraid to give the ball up. He can also knock down shots. Kael is a
talent and an important part of our team. He’s going to have to
assert himself on both ends of the floor,” Osborne said.

Nixa’s inside game will be dominated by 6-foot-6 Berry and 6-foot-4
Nelson. Nelson is also a star on the baseball field that earned an All-
State selection as a catcher and second-team All-Conference and
District honors for basketball last season. 

Nelson (5.8 RPG) and Berry (3 RPG) seek to improve their numbers
from last season and be a wreckon force on the glass.

Two other Eagles have pleased Osborne in the early stages of the
season and may see increased utilization as the season goes on.

“I’ve been really impressed with Noah Engelman. His effort,
attitude, and just the way he plays full speed,” said Osborne.
“Jackson Bell has done a nice job lately, as well.”
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It’s no secret that Nixa guard Kael Combs
is a superstar on the basketball court. Last
season he averaged 13.4 points per game
while putting on a nightly show for the 25-
4 District-championship winning Nixa
basketball team. 

Combs is in the midst of his third season as
a varsity basketball player, earning All-
District and All-Conference honors as a
sophomore.

In 2020, when head football coach John
Perry came to Nixa, he made it his goal to
get the best athletes onto the football field
in the fall. The likes of Smith Wheeler and
Jackson Bray came out for the first time to
become multi-sport athletes. 

Perry’s ultimate target for the 2021 season
was to get Combs on the gridiron for the
first time since his seventh grade year.
Eventually Combs gave in, crediting the
decision to Perry and how it would affect
his basketball game.

COMBS DISPLAYING NEWLY-FOUND FOOTBALL
ABILITIES ON HARDWOOD 

B Y  R Y A N  R E T O N E ,  S T U D E N T  I N T E R N

“Coach Perry and the positive impact of
physicality towards my basketball is what
convinced me,” stated Combs. “[Perry]
promised me after football season I would
be stronger, faster, and quicker, and all of
that was true.”

Combs’ first appearance in a helmet for
the 2021 season was at a 7-vs-7 in June
with Glendale. It took him a while to figure
out his ways, but once he did there was no
stopping him. He was targeted eleven
times, and had five receptions for 105
yards with two touchdowns. 

It was there that a star was forming for the
Eagles football team. 

The availability of Combs during the
summer was limited for football workouts
due to his AAU club basketball schedule
for his team MOKAN Elite. 

While the football team was in full swing of
summer activities, he was traveling the

country playing against the best players in
Nike’s EYBL circuit. However, anytime
Combs was available for practice, he
participated and was the center of
attention. 

August rolled around, and it was football
season in Missouri. The Eagles new offense
opened up with a preseason jamboree
against Ozark and Kickapoo. 

There was excitement and speculation in
Nixa on how the Combs superstar
demeanor on the basketball court would
translate to the football field. He lived up
to the hype, hauling in three receptions for
101 yards and a touchdown in just 14
plays. 

The defining game that put Combs on the
map throughout the area was the Eagles'
loss to Joplin in week two.  Much like
catching an alley-oop in basketball, Combs
was flying through the air to receive the
football. 

"I’M TOUGHER. I'M QUICKER. I'M PLAYING WITH
MORE GRIT THAN EVER BECAUSE OF FOOTBALL."

- KAEL COMBS 
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He finished the game with nine receptions
for 234 yards and two touchdowns,
breaking the Nixa single-game receiving
yards.

Combs played a huge factor in the
program's history-making win over Webb
City.  He scored two touchdowns on the
goal line, forcing the Cardinals to double-
team him, which opened up the run game
for the Eagles, and allowed them to ice the
game on the ground. 

Like the Webb City game, Combs puzzled
defensive coordinators all season, as he
finished the year with 44 receptions for 
842 yards and 11 touchdowns. 

All of that earned Combs a plethora of
postseason accolades: Unanimous First-
team All-Conference, All-District,
Unanimous First-Team All-Region, and
Second-Team All-State.

Immediately after the season, Combs
received Division I offers from Southern
Mississippi and Missouri State University
(MSU). He already had an offer to play
basketball at MSU, along with interest
from Mizzou, North Carolina State, Tulsa,
and Loyola Chicago. 

Just a junior, Combs has plenty of time to
make a decision about his future, but his
performance on the national level when
the Eagles play basketball in the
Tournament of Champions will play a huge 

he said. 

His ability to play through contact has
been put on display many times early on

Most notably shown during a dunk over a
Fayetteville defender in the Eagles’ final
game prior to Christmas.

Much like football season, opposing
coaches will continue to stress Combs as a
focal point and game planning around him
in hopes to slow the junior-star down, but,
as the season progresses, expect Combs to
display that he is one of the areas’ best
and ready to play at the next level.

factor in his recruitment. 

Combs would be open to being a dual-sport
college athlete. "I’ve thought about it a lot
and there is a chance I will play [football
and basketball] in college; it just depends
on where I am going,” he said. 

Combs attributes his fast start to the
basketball season to spending a season in
shoulder pads.  "Playing football has
helped me this season. I’m tougher and
playing with more grit than ever, especially
in regards to playing through contact.
Being quicker is  leading to more steals
defensively for me,” 
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The Nixa girls basketball team returned their senior trio of Division II
signees and a core group of underclassmen that have sparked the
Lady Eagles to a strong start to the 2021-22 season, including a
runner-up finish at the Kaylee Scholarship Association (KSA)
Tournament and a No. 4 state ranking.

Guards Rhianna Gibbons (Drury), Macie Conway (Rockhurst), and Ali
Kamies (Rockhurst) signed to their respective universities in
November and will lead this year’s team. 

Coming off very successful seasons where all three were awarded
All-Conference and All-District honors, the trio have picked up right
where they left off and are off to red-hot starts in their senior year. 

Conway and Kamies spent the summer playing together for the club
Missouri Phenom team, while Gibbons withdrew from club ball and
rehabilitated a torn labrum shoulder injury in order to be 100
percent for her Lady Eagles. 

Gibbons, a smooth shooter who can also attack and get to the
basket, needed five months of rehab to become fully healthy and
has had a strong start to the season. 

Conway, Nixa’s leading scorer from 2021 (17 points per game), is a
versatile player that will see time in the post. It was evident a year
ago that when the Lady Eagles needed a big-time bucket, Nixa
turned to Conway and she came through. That remains the same for
this season. She opened the year with two back-to-back 20-plus
games in the Lady Eagles season-opening wins, 25 against Battle
and 24 against Pea Ridge. Against Pea Ridge, she was also a perfect
6-for-6 from three-point range. 

Kamies fills her older sister’s footsteps and is this year’s defensive
catalyst while providing a threat on the offensive side. Kamies was
also an All-Conference defensive team selection. Following a season
averaging 11 points per game (PPG) and over three steals a game,
those numbers will improve greatly and Kamies will always be
defending the opponent’s best player.

SUPER TRIOS
B Y  A L E X  S T E I N ,  N I X A  P U B L I C  S C H O O L S
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Junior forward Norah Clark returns back to the starting five and is
coming off a breakout sophomore campaign where she averaged
eight PPG and over two and a half rebounds per game and earned
All-District honors. Clark is the lone Lady Eagle that stands above six
feet, has the athletic ability to play as a guard, and is a force at any
position.

Clark is also fresh off a third-consecutive volleyball district title and
state tournament appearance. Her offseason prior to volleyball was
very busy and action-packed as well, playing with her summer and
travel basketball team Shock Hoops. That summer performance
caught the radar of coaches and resulted in an offer from Division I
University of Tennessee-Martin. Expect Clark’s list of scholarship
offers to be a lot more after this season.

Mahy is one of the three returnees, with Sadie Conway and Jacie
Bray, who saw time off the bench as role players on the varsity team
in their freshmen year. The three are embarking on a more critical
role this year as sophomores. Sadie Conway and Mahy have seen
selections in the starting five early on as well. Mahy dished out
seven assists against Pea Ridge.

Junior newcomers Chloe Krans and Kinley Hammitt have been
strong role players throughout the games in the early stages. Expect
Hammitt to have a breakout season, according to the staff.

The team kicked off the 2021 season with two-turbo clock wins over
Battle (69-46) and Pea Ridge, Ark. (71-31). Then, in a match-up of
two top-ten state-ranked Class 6 teams, defeated Grain Valley in an
overtime thriller.

Nixa received the White Division No. 2 seed in the 2021 Pink and
White Tournament, placed third, and was awarded the Dr. James
Jester Team Sportsmanship Award. During the Pink and White,
Kamies notched her 1000th career point as well. 

Conference play begins in mid-January with Willard then Carthage
and concludes in late February at Carl Junction.

The annual Nixa Invitational Tournament is set for Jan. 20-22. The
field includes Cape Notre Dame, Carnahan School of Prep, Norfork
(Arkansas), Park Hill South, Webster Groves, and West Plains.

The quest for a second-straight appearance in the Class 6 state
tournament in March entails a tough challenge. MSHSAA combined
neighboring districts together, and Nixa is in District 5 with
Carthage, Central (Springfield), Joplin, Kickapoo, Lebanon, Ozark,
and Republic.
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Ellie Turnbull is ready to jump off of the block faster than ever this
season. 

After two-individual state appearances, the senior reigning 100
COC champion freestyler is destined for a medal finish in her final
go-around.

Granted, Turnbull has worked harder than ever to make this goal
attainable. A lot of that motivation has stemmed from personal
experiences, past state meets, and the influence of a Nixa coach
outside of the pool.

“I didn’t perform as greatly as I hoped for at state last year because
I was dealing with a shoulder injury and COVID just complicated
things even more,” she said. “My experience at state last year has
really motivated me to want to work super hard in the off season
and during the season, because I really want to try and finally get a
spot on the podium this year and bring home a state medal.”

Turnbull’s shoulder injury has been an ongoing issue due to her
extensive swimming career, which began at seven. 

“My shoulder pain mainly comes from overuse. After having an
MRI, they found some damage to my bicep tendon, labrum, and
rotator cuff, but nothing that can be fixed surgically at the
moment,” explained Turnbull. “In the past, I have done physical
therapy, PRP (Platelet Rich Plasma injection), multiple cortisone
shots, massage therapy, and athletic training. 

Turnbull added, “My shoulder is still an issue and causes me lots of
pain while swimming, therefore I find myself having to alter the
workouts just a little bit. I’m still limited on how hard I can work
and how much I can do in practice. I used to be a very versatile
swimmer where I could really be put in any event and any stroke
and be able to perform it well. But now, from my shoulder issue, I
am strictly a freestyle swimmer.”

Coming off of a previous year where she did not have offseason
preparation, shoulder care has looked a bit different for Turnbull.

“I think that something that really held me back last year was that I
didn’t necessarily have an offseason at all,” she stated. “I took
about eight months off to focus on myself and to rehabilitate my
shoulder. I’m still working towards being one hundred percent and
have been working hard with my athletic trainer to strengthen the
muscles that support my shoulder. I have been training really hard
in the gym at Bader Sports Performance and have also had a really
good offseason in the pool which included swimming two-three
times a week.”

She also added, “Bader has helped me to gain a whole lot of
strength outside of the pool so that I can apply it inside the pool,
and I have definitely felt a change in the way I feel in the water.”

That work has not gone unnoticed.

DESTINED FOR
MEDAL IN FINALE
B Y  A L E X  S T E I N ,  N I X A  P U B L I C  S C H O O L S

“[Ellie] definitely came into this season in much better shape and
worked hard in the offseason. She, in my opinion, is in better shape
than I have ever seen her,” head coach Pete Hill said.

A shift in Turnbull’s mindset definitely helped propel this change.

“In the past, I never really had a good offseason so for the past three
years, when I came into swim season, I've had to work really hard to
get back to where I left off the season before. This year, though, I
wanted to come into the season already where I left off so now I can
just keep improving from there and not have to catch up.”

On top of swimming a relay leg each state meet during Turnbull’s
career, 2021’s competition in the 100 marked Turnbull’s second
qualification in that event. She competed as a sophomore in the
winter of 2020 and placed 15th.

“Definitely my sophomore-year state experience was my best year. I
had a very large crowd of my family and friends cheering me on and
I swam really well, getting my personal record in the 100 free,” she
said. “I also had a lot of motivation that year because six weeks prior
to state my dad passed away from stage four colon cancer. I wanted
to dedicate that year of state to him and swim for him.”

Turnbull’s 15th-place time was 55.15. Her 2021 time came in at
55.32. This season Turnbull is swimming to shed two-to-three
seconds off and set new personal records.

“I personally would like to be in the 52 or 53 range for my 100 free
and in the 23 or 24 range for my 50 free by the end of the season,”
Turnbull said of the 2022 season times she is aiming for.

Achieving those times would comfortably place Turnbull in the top-
32 times in the state and qualify yet again for another state meet.

“I feel like I’m in a good spot right now going into the second half of
the season,” Turnbull stated. “I am really glad that I had the
opportunity to have a great offseason because without it I definitely
don’t think I would be where I’m at right now.” 

This early success is credited much in large part to Eagles’ football
head coach John Perry.
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“This year I have tried my best to be a leader for the team, especially
for the younger girls. I have had a lot of help this year from football
coach John Perry, in helping me become someone that people on
the team can look up to,” she stated of her time in Perry’s
Leadership Academy. 

Her time in the academy has helped her lead her team. “I find it
really fun and exciting to get to know everyone, their special
personalities, be a leader for all of them, and to be helpful when
they are struggling or need help,” Turnbull stated.

Whether she is on top of the podium or not come February, Turnbull
says that it’s been an honor to represent Nixa because of the current
values instilled in her.

“I’ve had a pretty rough go throughout my high school career,
including my swim seasons, but I have always tried my very best to
stay positive and to keep moving forward,” said Turnbull. “I have
become a much stronger swimmer and person in general since the
first time I raced representing Nixa as a freshman.”

Although she will not continue competitive swimming after
graduating, Turnbull knows she will be proud when she exits the
pool for the final time.

“I want to know that for my final swim representing Nixa that I have
done everything in my power to swim as hard as I could, and that I
know that I left everything I had in that pool,” stated Turnbull.
“Unfortunately, I will not be able to swim in college, as I don’t want
to risk any further damage to my shoulder, but I’m planning on
using my A+ Program at OTC, and then most likely transfer to
Missouri State and would like to major in sports medicine or athletic
training.”

STRONG GIRLS SWIMMING TEAM
The Nixa girls swim team returns with several strong swimmers that
include a plethora of options for head coach Pete Hill to select from
this season, led by a four-year letterman and two-time individual
state qualifier, senior Ellie Turnbull.

Nixa also welcomed in a transfer, a foreign exchange student, and
experienced newcomers that will make the Lady Eagles a very
strong team.

“We didn’t graduate a whole lot from last year. We lost a great diver
in Lille Blevins and a great swimmer and team leader in Ellie Jett,”
Hill stated. “But, we didn’t lose the volume of swimmers, so the
numbers are there. I think we're around 20, and the volume is much
stronger this year.”

Brianna Wirth, who was also a teammate of Blevins last year, is the
lone diver for Nixa this season, and, according to Hill, will see
success from her this year.

Off the diving board though, Nixa is strong. “We have a lot more
options this season,” stated Hill.

One of those options is a transfer from the Kansas City area with
state experience who will be a viable swimmer for Hill to rely on. 

“We picked up Aspyn Howard from Park Hill, which is a known
entity, because it is where I used to coach,” he said.

"I didn't know of her personally, but, when I talked to other
coaches, I knew I was getting a pretty decent breastroker, which I
knew would be a huge help for the relays.”

Hill added, “Aspyn is a potential state qualifier this year. She’s a
great IM’er and overall just great at all four strokes. I think she can
make the 100 breaststroke and can help all the relays go to State.”

A potential state qualifier is more than likely in the making for
Howard, as she competed at state in both 2020 and 2021. 

As a freshman, Howard placed 24th in the 100 breaststroke and was
a member of the 200 medley relay that placed 13th. The following
year she swam a leg in the 200 medley relay and 200 free relay that
placed 21st and 20th. 
 
Howard coming to Nixa was a blessing in disguise for Hill and the
Lady Eagles. “I am really pleased we picked [Howard] up. That was
a great unforeseen gift,” stated Hill.

Another gift Hill received was a foreign exchange student from
Spain who is well acquainted with the pool.

“Ane Alfonso is our foreign exchange student. She’s a water polo
player in her home country,” Hill said. “She has some really good
strength in her legs as far as a possible breaststroker and is also a
good freestyler being a water polo player. She’ll be an asset to the
team as the season goes along.”

B Y  A L E X  S T E I N ,  N I X A  P U B L I C  S C H O O L S
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Kaitlyn Witts is a good sprinter. She also swam with Hill over the
summer and had really great success at the end of last season. Hill
expects her to get stronger as the season goes on. 

Reese Holmes is a strong swimmer, and Lucy Mills is a good IM’er.

“I think overall we're poised and going to have a good strong team.
With the addition of Aspyn, my hope and belief is that all the relay
teams qualify,” said Hill. “A couple of the freshman newcomers are
year-round swimmers. They’ve got experience. A few are new but for
the most part, all of the girls coming in are experienced, but it’s still
too early in the season to get a real feel for all the newcomers. I
think that there are girls that are going to step up and surprise us.”

Nixa opened up the year with three dual meets where a lot of the
team members had good performances. 

Hill and the Lady Eagles have a few more duals left on the schedule,
but invitationals like the annual COC, Springfield, SWMO, and the
addition of Kirkwood, which the team has never competed in
before, will be where Nixa swimmers will have the best opportunity
to post their top times.

“I think it will be right for our girls, and it’s going to be a month
before state,” stated Hill of the Kirkwood Invitational.

The state championship meets will be soon after on February 18-19
in St. Louis, where the top-32 best times in the state, per event,
qualify for the state meet this year.

The only other Lady Eagle with state experience is Turnbull. 

Turnbull, the reigning 100 free COC champion, has appeared and
competed at the state meet every year throughout her Nixa career.
She was a member of the 2019 14th-place 200-free-relay team with
Olivia Stoneman, Heidi Glintborg, and Sara Baxter. That same year
Turnbull was a qualifier in two other relays as well.

2020 marked Turnbull’s first individual event state qualification,
placing 15th in the 100 free. Turnbull swam a leg in both the 200
and 400 free relays too. Last year Turnbull added another individual
state qualifying event to her resume, the 50 free, and placed 23rd,
along with a 17th-place finish in the 100 free.

Come February, Hill affirms that Turnbull will be right back at the
state meet yet again. “She definitely came into this season in much
better shape and worked harder than ever in the offseason. She, in
my opinion, is in better shape than I have ever seen her,” Hill said of
Turnbull. “With minimal swimming this summer, she’s already
posting good times off the block. If we work with her, keep her
shoulder inflammation under control, and work her just hard
enough to get her in really really good shape but stay away from
overwork, I think she will be top-16 in both the 50 and 100 free, and
maybe in the 50, top-8.” 

Fellow seniors Emma Beadle, Sophie Dunn, and Leah Martin return
to the pool again. Hill expects great things out of them this year,
especially Beadle, who is showing very great promise in the
backstroke early on.

On the contrary, underclassmen newcomers provide Hill strong
options as well. Sophomore Sophie Anderson is one Hill thinks has
the potential for a breakout year.

“If I can get Anderson to be consistent in every practice and find her
niche, I think she can do some really good things. Every week we
get decent swims out of her,” said Hill. “She is so strong, has an
amazing start, and is a good worker in practice. It’s just finding
what her niche is.”

Other newcomers have their own strengths and according to Hill,
will be utilized in some facet.

Riley Jones comes in with some experience. She swam with Hill all
summer and is a good solid swimmer that in the next couple of
years will really help the team grow. 



The girls wrestling team had a historic 2020-21 season, with two
state champions.

Ashlyn Eli successfully defended her 102 state title and Brenya
Crahan won the 126 state championship. With only two qualifiers,
the girls wrestling team finished sixth in the state and were just five
points away from winning a team trophy.

With a target on her back as she plans to defend her state title, Eli
has not lost a match dating all the way back to Dec. 2019, and that
was to a boy. She has not lost to a girl since her 2019 state
semifinals match. Boys aside, Eli carried an 86-match winning
streak heading into this season, which includes both boys and girls
as her competition. Prior to Christmas, Eli was
MissouriWrestling.com’s No. 1-ranked 100 pounder and is
undefeated going into the first week of 2022.

Kirsten Fugitt is at 137 and is vying for a return to the state
tournament. Fugitt qualified in 2019 and placed fourth in her first
year wrestling. She battled injury woes last season and did not
qualify.

Micah Ballew has totaled over ten wins already at 117 and is well on
pace for a breakout year along with a possible first-time state
qualification.

Emily Thomassen rounds out the lower weights at 122. 

Alongside Fugitt in the middle weights are Addison Eli (143), Jozalyn
Jones (151), and Taelor Dorr (159). All have achieved five or more
wins going into 2022.

In the highest weight classes are Rust, Larissa Downs, and Jessie
Nelson. All have won five or matches as well.

Nixa ended 2021 with a perfect dual record of 8-0 and placed third in
their annual NIT and Columbia Wonder Woman Tournament. In
2022, Nixa will compete in the Lafayette-Wildwood, Knob Knoster,
and COC Tournament, before districts in February.

The state tournament is Feb. 17-19 where Nixa has a great chance to
not only be well represented, but win it all.

DEFENDING STATE
CHAMPS ELI, CRAHAN
LEAD GIRLS
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During this season’s 15-match current win streak, Eli has defeated
very notable and state-ranked opponents like Lebanon’s Lillian
Cottongim (100’s No. 3) and Lebanon’s 2021 state qualifier Adeline
Cottongim (105’s No. 8). Eli actually ousted Lillian twice this season
already both by fall. Ten of Eli’s 15 wins have come by fall, seven of
which in the first period. She has also captured three individual
championships (Nixa Invite, KC Stampede, and Columbia Wonder
Woman) and counting this season.

Crahan entered the year as FloWrestling.com’s 132 No. 20-ranked
pound-for-pound wrestler in the nation and has reached a 12-1
record midway through December. She is the No. 1-ranked 125
pounder in Missouri. Her lone defeat came to 130’s No. 1-ranked
Quincey Glendenning, of Lebanon, in the championship match of
the Nixa Girls Invitational, but Crahan had defeated Glendenning a
week prior in the Lebanon Scramble. Crahan will more than likely
again see previous state medalists in Lebanon’s Halea Bartel (125’s
No. 2) and Holt’s Marissa Sanabria (125’s No. 4), both of which she
has already defeated.

Bartel and Crahan have a feuded rivalry that began last season
where they squared off seven times. Crahan took the first three,
Bartel the next, and when it mattered most, Crahan took the last
three, which included a district, sectional, and state championship
win. She’s off to a 1-0 start against Bartel this year. 

A duo of other girls wrestlers are ranked amongst the states’ best in
the Dec. 20 rankings.

Freshman Cali Dupree is 16-1 and has earned a No. 3 ranking at 159.
That lone defeat is to the state’s No. 1.

Harmony Rust, a 2020 state medalist and a two-time qualifier, is
ranked No. 6 at 235 and has posted an 11-2 record, including a KC
Stampede individual championship. The two defeats were against
the state’s No. 4.

B Y  A L E X  S T E I N ,  N I X A  P U B L I C  S C H O O L S



After a runner-up finish the previous season, Zan Fugitt won the
2021 113 championship. Fellow teammates and brother were atop
the podium, too: Peyton Moore (3rd) in class 120, Deagan Fugitt
(4th) in class 126, and John Gholson (3rd) in class 220 won medals.

With those individual medals and points in the opening rounds
from Dylan Carter and Michael Turner, Nixa finished in 3rd place in
Class 4, stamping the highest-ever placement by the boys team in
program history and surpassing the previous 2007 fourth-place
finish. The achievements last season added onto an already well-
decorated program that has witnessed 96 state qualifiers, 35 state
medalists, and nine state champions throughout time.

Of the four medalists, Deagan is the lone graduate. Zan (120) and
Moore (126) both advanced weight classes to fill Deagan’s void this
season. Gholson remained at 220. Carter graduated from Nixa, then
bootcamp, and is now a United States Marine.

FUGITT, MOORE,
GHOLSON LEAD BOYS

The trio of returning medalists makes Nixa a force yet again, and
the three are showing glimpses this season that they will be right
back on top of the podium.

Fugitt is off to a 14-1 start to the season while making history in the
process. On top of being Missouri’s No. 1 prior to Christmas, Fugitt
is the Nation’s No. 7-ranked 120 pounder, according to
FloWrestling.com in the latest Dec. 23 rankings. He was previously
ranked No. 5, marking Nixa’s first-ever wrestler to earn a spot in the
top five. His lone defeat was to the Nation’s No. 6 wrestler Benjamin
Davino. That was in the most prestigious high school wrestling
tournament in the nation, the Walsh Jesuit Ironman, in Cuyahoga
Falls, Ohio.

Fugitt concluded the Ironman with a 5-1 record and won the
bronze, defeating some of the nation’s best in Peyton Fenton (No.
15), and, in the third-place match, Dillon Cambell (No. 8). Davino
finished the tournament as the runner-up. Fugitt’s third-place
medal set program history by becoming Nixa’s first-ever wrestler to
win a medal at the tournament.

Following the Ironman, Fugitt went on to win another high-profile
tournament at the Kansas City Stampede and became the
program’s second individual champion there, finishing 5-0,
including defeating Missouri’s Class 3 No. 1 in the championship.

Although they did not win individual championships, Gholson and
Moore also accompanied Fugitt at the Ironman and KC Stampede
and are in the state’s top-ten.

Gholson, a two-time All-State defensive end on the football field,
won two matches at the Ironman and finished as the 220 runner-up
at the KC Stampede. His highlight win at the KC Stampede was
defeating Missouri’s Class 3 No. 1 by decision 2-1.

Three-time medalist and University of Missouri-bound Moore also
won two matches at the Ironman, including notching his 100th-
career win by fall, and placed fifth at the KC Stampede. At the KC
Stampede, he went 6-2 and defeated the Class 4 No. 4-ranked
wrestler. All of the defeats in Missouri have been to top-ranked
opponents above him by close decision.

Nixa welcomed sophomore Brennan Carey, a transfer from Carl
Junction, this season. Carey also competed at the Ironman and
secured a win. He had a very tough division at the KC Stampede that
fielded many out-of-state wrestlers and went 2-2.

Alongside Carey and Gholson in the heavy weights is Charles
Speake. Speake has notched nine wins prior to Christmas, including
a 8-4 decision win over Farmington’s Peyton Simily that secured a
22-point come-from-behind team dual victory over the Knights in
Nixa's season-opening home dual, which was the first-ever dual in
the Nixa High School commons area.

At 106 and 113 are freshmen Sam Mayes and Logan Flemming. Also,
in the lower weights are Aiden Ward (132), Dylan Webster (138), and
Nate Brower (145). All have also seen time in the varsity slot in their
respective classes and notched five or more wins. Payton Link has
been mixed in as well.

The middle weights Nixa has sent out are Parker Mann (152), Porter
Osborne (160), and Cole Crahan (170).

Fugitt, Moore, Ward, Webster, and Brower have also fluctuated up
and down classes depending on the opponent/tournament.

Crahan and Ward have displayed early signs of a potential breakout
year.

Nixa closes out the regular season with the District tournament on
February 11 and 12 and the state tournament follows the week after
where Nixa will seek to improve upon their record-setting state
placement.
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